
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1996 No. 1643

The Police (Efficiency) (Scotland) Regulations 1996

PART I
general

Citation and commencement

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Police (Efficiency) (Scotland) Regulations 1996 and
shall come into force on 1st August 1996.

Interpretation

2.—(1)  Unless the context otherwise requires, in these Regulations—
“the assistant chief constable” means a constable of that rank who is required by the chief
constable to exercise any function of the assistant chief constable specified in these Regulations
in relation to any constable in respect of whom proceedings under these Regulations are, or
are proposed to be, taken and shall include a constable acting in place of that assistant chief
constable;
“the constable” means a constable to whom these Regulations apply and in respect of whom
proceedings under these Regulations are taken;
“countersigning officer” means an officer having supervisory responsibility and who is senior
in rank to the constable in respect of whom proceedings under these Regulations are, or are
proposed to be, taken;
“first interview” means an interview arranged in terms of regulation 5;
“inefficiency hearing” means a hearing arranged in terms of regulation 13;
“interviewing officer” means the constable who conducts an interview arranged in terms of
regulation 5;
“personnel officer” means an officer employed under section 9 of the Police (Scotland) Act
1967(1) or a constable who, in either case, has responsibility for personnel matters relating
to constables;
“police force” means a police force maintained under section 1 of the Police (Scotland) Act
1967(2);
“reporting officer” means the constable of a rank not lower than that of sergeant who has the
immediate supervisory responsibility for a constable in respect of whom proceedings under
these Regulations are taken;
“second interview” means an interview arranged in terms of regulation 9;
“senior officer” means—

(1) Section 9 was substituted by the Police and Magistrates' Courts Act 1994 (c. 29), section 49.
(2) Section 1(1) was substituted by the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 (c. 65), section 146(2) and amended by the Local

Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994 (c. 39), Schedule 13, paragraph 71(2).
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(a) the officer who is for the time being—
(i) the supervising officer of the person who is, in relation to the constable in respect of

whom proceedings under these Regulations are taken, the countersigning officer; or
(ii) the commander of the division to which that constable is assigned; or

(b) where the supervising officer mentioned in paragraph (a)(i) of this definition is of the
same rank as the commander of the division to which the constable is assigned, that
commander.

(2)  In these Regulations, any reference to a numbered regulation is a reference to the regulation
bearing that number in these Regulations, and any reference to a numbered paragraph is a reference
to the paragraph bearing that number in the regulation in which the reference appears.

Application

3. These Regulations shall apply only in relation to—
(a) constables below the rank of assistant chief constable; and
(b) in the case of any constable in the rank of constable, a constable of that rank if he has

completed his period of probation.
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