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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1991 No. 796

CENSUS

The Census (Amendment) Regulations 1991

Made       -      -      -      - 21st March 1991

Laid before Parliament 22nd March 1991

Coming into force       -      - 12th April 1991

The Secretary of State for Health, in exercise of powers conferred by section 3(1) of the Census
Act 1920(1) and now vested in him(2), and of all other powers enabling him in that behalf, hereby
makes the following Regulations:–

Citation, commencement and interpretation

1. –
(1)  These Regulations may be cited as the Census (Amendment) Regulations 1991 and shall

come into force on 12th April 1991.
(2)  In these Regulations “the principal Regulations” means the Census Regulations 1990(3).

Amendment of the principal Regulations

2. –
(1)  In regulation 13(2) of the principal Regulations (collection of returns) at the beginning there

is inserted “Subject to regulation 13A,”.
(2)  After regulation 13 of the principal Regulations there is inserted–

“Collection of returns by post

13A.—(1)  This regulation applies in the case of an enumeration districtwhere–
(a) the enumeration district is in a census district in which the number of persons who

have been appointed as enumerators is less than the number of enumeration districts
in that census district; and

(1) 1920 c.41.
(2) See the Secretary of State for Social Services Order 1968 (S.I. 1968/1699), article 2 (transferring all functions of the Minister

of Health to the Secretary of State).
(3) S.I. 1990/307.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1920/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1968/1699
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1990/307
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(b) the enumerator has also been appointed as enumerator for another enumeration
district in that census district; and

(c) it would not be reasonably practicable for the enumerator to visit all the dwellings
and premises referred to in regulation 8(1) within one week after census day, in order
to collect all the forms of return delivered by him and all separate forms of return
issued in accordance with regulation 10.

(2)  In the case of an enumeration district to which this regulation applies, the enumerator,
when he delivers a form of return under regulation 8(1) or 10, may also deliver–

(a) a notice asking the prescribed person to whom he delivers the form to return the
completed form by posting it to the census officer before 24th April 1991 by first-
class post, and

(b) an envelope addressed to the census officer for delivery by first-class post which
does not require payment by the sender.

(3)  In the case of an enumeration district to which this regulation applies, the census officer
shall open all the envelopes which he receives as a result of the procedure under paragraph (2)
and–

(a) if the envelope contains a further sealed envelope issued under regulation 10 or 11,
he shall open that further envelope as if it had been passed to him in accordance with
regulation 13(4) or (5) and examine the form of return;

(b) otherwise, he shall pass the form of return to the enumerator, unless the enumerator
has delivered up the enumeration record book in accordance with regulation 14(2).

(4)  In the case of an enumeration district to which this regulation applies, if by 25th April
1991 the census officer has not received a form of return from a prescribed person to whom
a notice has been delivered under paragraph (2), the enumerator shall make all such inquiries
of that person as are reasonably necessary to obtain from him the particulars prescribed by the
Census Order to be stated in the return.

(5)  In respect of an enumeration district to which this regulation applies–
(a) regulations 10(2) and 11 (which refer to the issue of envelopes in which the

completed forms of return may be sealed) shall apply as if the references in those
regulations to a form of return being collected by the enumerator include a form
of return in a sealed envelope being placed in a further envelope and posted to the
census officer in accordance with the notice delivered under paragraph (2); and

(b) regulations 13(3)and 14(1) and (2) shall apply as if the references in those regulations
to forms of return which have been collected by the enumerator include forms of
return which have been passed to the enumerator under paragraph (3).”

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for Health.

21st March 1991

Stephen Dorrell
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State,

Department of Health

2



Document Generated: 2023-06-27
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations amend the Census Regulations 1990 for England and Wales to allow for
completed census forms to be returned by post where within any census district the number of
enumerators is insufficient to collect all the forms by visiting the dwellings or premises concerned
within a week after census day.
The Regulations insert a new regulation 13A in the principal Regulations. Regulation 13A(1)
specifies the circumstances in which that regulation applies to an enumeration district. Regulation
13A(2) to (4) set out the details of the procedure. Regulation 13A(5) makes consequential provision
for forms returned under this procedure to be treated as if they had been collected by the enumerator.
These amending Regulations come into force for the purposes of the census which is to be taken for
Great Britain on 21st April 1991 pursuant to the Census Order 1990 (S.I.1990/243).
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