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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1985 No. 911
VIDEO RECORDINGS
The Video Recordings (Labelling) Regulations 1985

Made - - - 12th June 1985
Laid before Parliament 21st June 1985
Coming into Operation 1st September 1985

In exercise of the powers conferred upon me by section 8 of the Video Recordings
Act 1984(a), I hereby make the following Regulations:—

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Video Recordings (Labelling)
Regulations 1985 and shall come into operation on Ist September 1985.

2.—(1) In these Regulations —
“the Act” means the Video Recordings Act 1984;

“disc” and “magnetic tape” mean, respectively, a disc or magnetic tape
containing information by the use of which the whole or a part of a video
work may be produced;

“spine” means in relation to a case or cover in which a video recording is
kept the next largest face, or one of them, after the first largest pair of faces.
(2) Inthese Regulations, “the appropriate explanatory statement” means —

(a) in relation to a classification certificate which contains a statement of a
kind described in column (1) below, the explanatory statement set out
opposite thereto in column (2) —

(1) (2)
Statement contained in Explanatory
classification certificate statement

1. A statement within section 7(2)(a) of the UNIVERSAL.
Act with advice as to the particular Particularly suitable for
suitability of the video work for viewing by  children.
children.
2. A statement within section 7(2)(a) of the UNIVERSAL.
Act without the advice mentioned in item  Suitable for all.
1 above or item 3 below.

3. A statement within section 7(2)(a) of the PARENTAL GUIDANCE.
Act with advice as to the desirability of General viewing but some
parental guidance with regard to the scenes may be unsuitable for
viewing of the work by young children. young children.

(a) 1984 ¢.39.
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(b)

(c)

(3)
(@)

(b)
(¢)

(d)

(o)

4

in relation to a classification certificate which contains a statement within
section 7(2)(b) of the Act without the other statement within section
7(2)(c) of the Act, a statement in the following terms:—

“Suitable only for persons of ........ years and over.
Not to be supplied to any person below that age.”,

with the inclusion (in numbers) of the age specified in the certificate in
the explanatory statement before the word “years”;

in relation to a classification certificate which contains the statements
within section 7(2)(c) of the Act, a statement in the following terms:—

“RESTRICTED. To be supplied only in licensed sex shops to persons of
not less than ........ years.”,

with the inclusion (in numbers) of the age specified in the certificate in
the explanatory statement before the word “years”.

In these Regulations, “the appropriate symbol” means —

in relation to a classification certificate which contains a statement of the
kind described in item 1 of the Table in paragraph (2)(a) above, the letters
“UC”;

in relation to a classification certificate which contains a statement of the
kind described in item 2 of the said Table, the letter “U™;

in relation to a classification certificate which contains a statement of the
kind described in item 3 of the said Table, the letters “PG”;

in relation to a classification certificate which contains a statement within
section 7(2)(b) of the Act without the other statement within section
7(2)(c) of the Act, the numbers representing the age specified in the
certificate;

in relation to a classification certificate which contains the statements
within section 7(2)(c) of the Act, the word “Restricted” with the inclusion
(in numbers) of the age specified in the certificate after the word
“Restricted”.

In these Regulations, “case” does not include a case or other article from

which a video recording need not be removed in order for the video work
contained on the recording to be produced; but such a case or other article is, for
the purpose of these Regulations, to be treated as if it were a spool.

(3)

A reference in these Regulations to a face of a case or cover in which a

video recording is kept and to a spine of such a case or cover is a reference to the
outer face of such a case or cover and to the outer face of the spine, respectively.

(6)
(a)

11/2e

For the purposes of these Regulations —

where a video recording contains more than one video work and all or
some of those works are works in respect of which classification certificates
which are equally restrictive have been issued, those video works shall be
taken to be one video work comprising any one of them:;
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(b) where a video recording contains more than one video work in respect of
which classification certificates which are not equally restrictive have
been issued, the video recording shall be taken to contain only the most
restrictively classified video work of those works.

(7)(a) For the purposes of paragraph (6) above —

(1)

(i)

a classification certificate is equally restrictive as another such
certificate if either they both contain the same statement within
section 7(2) of the Act or one contains a statement within paragraph
(a) of that sub-section with which is included advice as to the
particular suitability of the work for viewing by children and the other
contains such a statement with which is included no advice falling
within the said paragraph (a);

“the most restrictively classified video work” means the work in
respect of which the classification certificate issued in respect of it
contains the most restrictive statement.

(b) For the purposes of this paragraph —

(1)

(i1)

(iii)

the statements within paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of section 7(2) of the
Act are to be regarded as being progressively more restrictive so that
the statement within the said paragraph (a) is the least restrictive and
the statement within the said paragraph (c) that no video recording
containing the video work in respect of which the certificate was
issued is to be supplied other than in a licensed sex shop is the most
restrictive;

a statement within paragraph (a) of that subsection with which is
included advice as to the desirability of parental guidance with regard
to the viewing of the video work by young children is to be regarded
as more restrictive than such a statement with which is included
advice as to the particular suitability of the video work for viewing
by children or with which is included no advice falling within the said
paragraph (a);

a statement within paragraph (b) of that subsection is to be regarded
as more restrictive than another statement within that paragraph if
the age included in the first statement is greater than that included in
the other statement.

3. These Regulations apply in relation to video works in respect of which
classification certificates have been issued.

4.—(1)

Subject to the following provisions of these Regulations, the

appropriate symbol shall be shown —

(a) on one face of every disc;

(b) on every magnetic tape which is not kept on a spool;

(¢) on one face of every spool on which a magnetic tape is kept or, in the case
of a case which, by virtue of Regulation 2(4), is to be treated as a spool,
on one of its largest faces.



S.I. 1985/911 2851

(2) Subject as aforesaid, the appropriate symbol shall be shown on the spine
or one spine, as appropriate, of every case or cover in which a video recording is
kept unless one of the dimensions of the spine is less than 2 centimetres.

(3) Where the title of any video work or works contained on a video recording
is visible on or through one spine of the case or cover in which the recording is
kept, paragraph (2) above shall apply as if the requirement in that paragraph was
for the appropriate symbol to be shown on that spine.

(4) Paragraph (2) above does not apply where the appropriate symbol is
clearly visible through the spine or one spine, as appropriate, of the case or cover
or, in a case falling within paragraph (3) above, through the spine of the case or
cover on or through which the title of any video work or works contained on the
video recording is visible and it is shown in the manner provided for in
Regulations 7 and 9 as if it was required to be shown under these Regulations.

(5) Subject as aforesaid, the appropriate symbol shall be shown on one of the
largest faces or the largest face, as appropriate, of the case or cover in which
a video recording is kept and the appropriate explanatory statement and the
appropriate symbol shall be shown together on another of the largest faces or
another face other than the spine, as appropriate, of the case or cover unless —

(a) the appropriate symbol is clearly visible through one of the largest faces
or the largest face, as appropriate, of the case or cover in which the disc,
tape or spool is kept;

(b) the appropriate symbol and the appropriate explanatory statement are
together clearly visible through another of the largest faces or another face
other than the spine, as appropriate, of the case or cover; and

(¢) the appropriate symbol and the appropriate explanatory statement
referred to in sub-paragraph (b) above are shown together in the manner
provided for in Regulation 6, the appropriate symbol referred to in
sub-paragraph (a) above is shown in the manner provided for in
Regulation 7 and the said symbol or symbol and statement is or are shown
in the manner provided for in Regulation 9 as if it was or they were
required to be shown under these Regulations.

5. Where under these Regulations the appropriate symbol is or the
appropriate symbol and the appropriate explanatory statement are required to
be shown it or they shall be shown by means of a label affixed to or a marking
on the disc, magnetic tape, spool, spine, case or cover in which a video recording
is kept, as the case may be, which satisfies the requirements of Regulations 6, 7,
8 and 9 as appropriate.

6. Where under these Regulations the appropriate explanatory statement and
the appropriate symbol are required to be shown together on the same face of a
case or cover in which a video recording is kept, the symbol shall be shown in
the manner provided for in Regulation 7, the explanatory statement shall, if
appropriate, be shown in the manner provided for in Regulation 8 and both the
symbol as so shown and the explanatory statement as so shown, if appropriate,
shall be shown within a single rectangular shaped frame.
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7. Where under these Regulations the appropriate symbol is required to be
shown, it shall be shown in the following manner:—

(a) inthe case of a symbol referred to in Regulation 2(3)(a) and () the symbol
shall be black or white, and set on a green coloured triangular shaped
background;

(b) in the case of the symbol referred to in Regulation 2(3)(¢) the symbol
shall be black or white, and set on a yellow coloured triangular shaped
background;

(¢) inthe case of the symbol referred to in Regulation 2(3)(d) the symbol shall
be —

(i) where the age specified in the classification certificate is 18 years,

black or white, and set on a red coloured circular shaped background;

(1) where the age specified in the classification certificate is less than 18
years, red and set on a white coloured circular shaped background;

(d) in the case of the symbol referred to in Regulation 2(3)(e) the symbol
shall be black or white, and set on a blue coloured rectangular shaped
background;

(e) except in the case of the letter “c” in the symbol referred to in Regulation
2(3)(a) and the letters following “R” in the symbol referred to in
Regulation 2(3)(e), the letters and numbers contained in a symbol shall
be of a minimum height of 5 millimetres;

(f) the following letters shall be shown as capitals:
(1) theletter “U” in the symbols referred to in Regulation 2(3)(a) and (b);
(ii) theletters “P”and “G” in the symbol referred to in Regulation 2(3)(c);

(ii1) all the letters in the word “Restricted” in the symbol referred to in
Regulation 2(3)(e).

8. Where under these Regulations there is a requirement to show the
appropriate explanatory statement described in items 1, 2 or 3 of the Table in
Regulation 2(2)(a) or in Regulation 2(2)(c), it shall be shown so that —

(a) in relation to the statements described in items 1 and 2 of the said Table,
all the letters in the word “Universal”,

(b) in relation to the statement described in item 3 of the said Table, all the
letters in the words “Parental Guidance”, and

(¢) in relation to the statement described in Regulation 2(2)(c), all the letters
in the word “Restricted”,

are shown in capitals.
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9.—(1) Where under these Regulations the appropriate symbol is or the
appropriate symbol and the appropriate explanatory statement are required to
be shown it or they shall be clearly legible and indelible and no part of it or them
shall be hidden or obscured by any other written or pictorial matter or by any
other matter.

(2) Where under these Regulations the appropriate symbol is or the
appropriate explanatory statement and the appropriate symbol are required to
be shown on a case or cover in which a video recording is kept or on the spine
or one spine, as appropriate, of such a case or cover it or they shall be shown in
such manner as it remains or they remain clearly visible where that case or cover
is kept in a cover.

Leon Brittan,
One of Her Majesty’s Principal
Secretaries of State.
Home Office.
12th June 1985.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This Note is not part of the Regulations.)

These Regulations lay down the contents of labels and markings and the
position in which such labels and markings are to be shown on video recordings
and on spools and cases on and in which video recordings are kept. The principal
contents comprise the explanatory statement and symbol which, under
Regulation 2, relate to the type of classification certificate issued in respect of a
video work. Regulation 4 specifies where the explanatory statement and the
symbol must be shown. Regulation 5 provides that they shall be shown by a label
or marking affixed to or made on the video recording, spool, spine or case.
Regulations 6, 7 and 8 set down the way in which the explanatory statement and
symbol should be displayed. Regulation 9 makes general provision about the
clarity of labels and markings.
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