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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1984 No. 552

The Coroners Rules 1984

PART VII
SUMMONING OF JURORS AND EXCUSAL FROM JURY SERVICE

Summoning of jurors

44. Subject to the provisions of these Rules, the person to whom the coroner's warrant is issued
under section 3 of the Act of 1887 for the summoning of persons to attend as jurors at inquests shall
have regard to the convenience of the persons summoned and to their respective places of residence,
and in particular to the desirability of selecting jurors within reasonable daily travelling distance of
the place where they are to attend.

Method of summoning

45. Subject to the provisions of these Rules, jurors shall be summoned by notice in writing sent
by post or delivered by hand and a notice shall be sent or delivered to a juror at his address as shown
in the electoral register.

Notice to accompany summons

46. A written summons sent or delivered to any person under Rule 45 shall be accompanied by
a notice informing him—

(a) of the effect of section 3A of the Act of 1887 and Rules 51(1) and 52; and
(b) that he may make representations to the appropriate officer with a view to obtaining the

withdrawal of the summons, if for any reason he is not qualified for jury service, or wishes
or is entitled to be excused.

Withdrawal or alteration of summons

47. If it appears to the appropriate officer, at any time before the day on which any person
summoned under section 3 of the Act of 1887 is to attend, that his attendance is unnecessary, or can
be dispensed with, the appropriate officer may withdraw or alter the summons by notice served in
the same way as a notice of summons.

Summoning in exceptional circumstances

48. If it appears to the coroner that a jury will be, or probably will be, incomplete, the coroner
may, if he thinks fit, require any persons who are in, or in the vicinity of, the place of the inquest to
be summoned (without any written notice) for jury service up to the number needed (after allowing
for any who may not be qualified under section 3A of the Act of 1887 and for excusals) to make
up such number.
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Excusal for previous jury service

49.—(1)  If a person summoned under section 3 of the Act of 1887 shows to the satisfaction of
the appropriate officer or of the coroner—

(a) that he has served on a jury, or duly attended to serve on a jury, at inquests held in that
coroner's jurisdiction on three or more days in the period of one year ending with the
service of the summons on him; or

(b) that he has served on a jury, or duly attended to serve on a jury, in the Crown Court, the
High Court or any county court in the period of two years ending with the service of the
summons on him; or

(c) that any such court or a coroner has excused him from jury service for a period which
has not terminated,

the appropriate officer or the coroner shall excuse him from attending, or further attending, in
pursuance of the summons.

(2)  In reckoning the days for the purpose of paragraph (1)(a) no account shall be taken of any
day or days to which an inquest is adjourned.

Certificate of attendance

50. A person duly attending to serve on a jury in compliance with a summons under section 3 of
the Act of 1887 shall be entitled on application to the appropriate officer to a certificate recording
that he has so atterided.

Excusal for certain persons and discretionary excusal

51.—(1)  A person summoned under section 3 of the Act of 1887 shall be entitled, if he so wishes,
to be excused from jury service if he is among the persons for the time being listed in Part III of
Schedule 1 to the Juries Act 1974 but, except as provided by that Part of that Schedule in the case
of members of the forces, a person shall not by this Rule be exempt from his obligation to attend if
summoned unless he is excused from attending under paragraph (2).

(2)  If any person so summoned shows to the satisfaction of the appropriate officer or of the
coroner that there is good reason why he should be excused from attending in pursuance of the
summons, the appropriate officer or the coroner may excuse him from so attending and shall do so
if the reason shown is that the person is entitled under paragraph (1) to excusal.

Discharge of summons in case of doubt as to capacity to act effectively as a juror

52. Where it appears to the appropriate officer, in the case of a person attending in pursuance of
a summons under section 3 of the Act of 1887, that on account of physical disability or insufficient
understanding of English there is doubt as to his capacity to act effectively as a juror, the person may
be brought before the coroner, who shall determine whether or not he should act as a juror and, if
not, shall discharge the summons.

Saving for inquests held by the coroner of the Queen's household

53. Nothing in this Part of these Rules shall have effect in relation to any inquest held by the
coroner of the Queen's household.
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