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Allotments Act 1832
1832 CHAPTER 42 2 and 3 Will 4

 U.K.

An Act to authorize (in parishes inclosed under any Act of Parliament) the letting of the
poor allotments in small portions to industrious cottagers. [1st June 1832]

Whereas in parishes inclosed under Acts of Parliament there are in many cases allotments made
for the benefit of the poor, chiefly with a view to fuel, which are now comparatively useless
and unproductive: And whereas it would tend much to the welfare and happiness of the poor if
those allotments could be let at a fair rent, and in small portions, to industrious cottagers of good
character, while the distribution of fuel might be augmented by appropriating the said rents to
the purchase of an additional quantity:

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Functions of overseers of the poor and of churchwardens and overseers of the parish as to fuel

allotments now generally exercisable in rural parishes by the parish council or parish meeting and
in urban parishes by the rating authority: Union and Parish Property Act 1835 (c. 69), s. 4, Local
Government Act 1894 (c. 73), s. 6(1)(c)(iii), Rating and Valuation Act 1925 (c. 90), s. 62 and S.R. &
O. 1927/55 (Rev. XIX, p. 599: 1927, p, 967)

C2 Short title, “The Allotments Act 1832”, given by Short Titles Act 1896 (c. 14)
C3 Certain words of enactment repealed by Statute Law Revision (No. 2) Act 1888 (c. 57) and remaining

words of enactment omitted under authority of Statute Law Revision Act 1948 (c. 62), s. 3

Commencement Information
I1 Act wholly in force at Royal Assent

[1.] Trustees and parish officers in vestry assembled may let portions of poor
allotments to industrious cottagers.  U.K.

It shall and may be lawful for the trustees of the said allotments, together with the
churchwardens and overseers of the poor, in parish vestry assembled, and they are
hereby required, to let portions of any such allotments, not less than one fourth of a
statute acre, and not exceeding one such acre, to any one individual, according to their
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discretion, as a yearly occupation from Michaelmas to Michaelmas, (and at such rent
as land of the same quality is usually let for in the said parish,) to such industrious
cottagers of good character, being day labourers or journeymen legally settled in the
said parish, and dwelling within or near its bounds, as shall apply for the same in the
manner herein-after mentioned.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 S. [1] amended by repeal of provision as to minimum area of allotment by Poor Allotments

Management Act 1873 (c. 19), s. 10

2 Land to be duly cultivated. U.K.

Provided also, that the person hiring the same shall be held bound to cultivate it in
such a manner as shall preserve the land in a due state of fertility.

3 Vestry to be held annually to receive applications.  U.K.

For the purpose of carrying this Act into effect a vestry shall be held in the first week in
September in every year, of which ten days notice shall be given in the usual manner,
at which vestry the trustees of the said allotments may attend and vote, if they shall so
think fit, and at which vestry, or some adjournment thereof, any industrious cottager
of good character who may desire to rent such portion of land as aforesaid may apply
for the same; and the said vestry are hereby required, taking into consideration the
character and circumstances of the applicant, to determine the case, either by rejecting
his application, or by making an order that he shall be permitted to occupy such portion
of the poor allotment, being not less than one fourth of a statute acre nor exceeding
one such acre, as the said vestry in their discretion shall determine, and upon the
terms herein-before enacted; and the saidorder of vestry shall be held to all intents
and purposes to be a sufficient title and authority to such applicant to enter into the
occupation of such land at the time therein appointed.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C5 S. 3 amended by repeal of provision as to minimum area of allotment by Poor Allotments Management

Act 1873 (c. 19), s. 10

4 Payment of rent.  U.K.

Provided always, that the rent shall be reserved and payable to the churchwardens and
overseers of the poor, on behalf of the vestry, in one gross sum for the whole year, and
shall be paid to one or either of them at the end of the year’s occupation.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C6 S. 4 amended by Poor Allotments Management Act 1873 (c. 19), s. 12 and Allotments Extension Act

1882 (c. 80), s. 6
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5 If rent is in arrear, or land not duly cultivated, tenant may be evicted.  U.K.

If the rent of such portion of land shall at any time be four weeks in arrear, or if at the
end of any one year of occupation it shall be the opinion of the vestry that the land has
not been duly cultivated, so as to fulfil the useful and benevolent purposes of this Act,
then and in such case the churchwardens and overseers of the poor, or any or either of
them, with the consent of the vestry, may serve a notice to quit upon the occupier of
such portion of land; whereupon the said occupier shall deliver up possession of the
same to the churchwardens and overseers aforesaid, or any or either of them, within
one week after the said notice has been duly served upon him.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C7 S. 5 amended by Poor Allotments Management Act 1873 (c. 19), s. 11

6 Power to recover possession of land illegally held over, by summary
process. U.K.

If any person to whom such portion of land as aforesaid shall have been let, for his
or her own occupation, shall refuse to quit and to deliver up possession thereof when
thereto required according to the terms of this Act, or if any other person or persons
shall unlawfully enter upon or take or hold possession of any such land, it shall be
lawful for the churchwardens and overseers of the poor, or any or either of them, to
exhibit a complaint against the person so in possession of such land before two of
His Majesty’s justices of the peace, who are hereby authorized and required to issue
a summons, under their hands and seals, to the person against whom such complaint
shall be made, to appear before them at a time and place appointed therein; and such
justices are hereby required and empowered, upon the appearance of the defendant
before them, or upon proof on oath that such summons has been duly served upon him,
or left at his usual place of residence, or if there should have been any difficulty in
finding such usual place of residence, then upon proof on oath of such difficulty, and
that such summons has been affixed on the door of the parish church of the said parish
in which such land is situated, and in any extra-parochial place on some public building
or other conspicuous place therein, to proceed to hear and determine the matter of
such complaint, and if they shall find and adjudge the same to be true, then by warrant
under their hands and seals to cause possession of the land in question to be delivered
to the churchwardens and overseers of the poor, or to some of them.

7 Arrears of rent how to be recovered. U.K.

All arrears of rent for the said portions of land shall be recoverable by the
churchwardens and overseers of the poor, or any of them, on behalf of the vestry, by
application to two of His Majesty’s justices of the peace in petty sessions assembled,
who shall thereupon summon the party complained against, and after hearing what he
has to allege, should they find any rent to be due, they are required to issue a warrant
under their hands and seals to levy the same upon the goods and chattels of the person
from whom the said rent shall be due and owing.
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8 Application of rent.  U.K.

The rent of the said portions of land shall be applied by the vestry in the purchase of
fuel, to be distributed in the winter season among the poor parishioners legally settled
and resident in or near the said parish.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C8 S. 8 restricted by Poor Allotments Management Act 1873 (c. 19), s. 14

9 Power to exchange, for greater convenience of cottagers. U.K.

If any of the said allotments shall be found to lie at an inconvenient distance from the
residences of the cottagers, it shall be lawful for the vestry, by an order made to that
effect, to let such allotment, or any part thereof, for the best rent that can be procured
for the same, and to hire in lieu thereof, for the purposes of this Act, land of equal
value, more favourably situated.

10 No habitations to be erected. U.K.

No habitations shall be erected on the portions of land demised under this Act, either
at the expense of the parish or by the individuals renting the same.

11 Extending powers and provisions of this Act to 1 & 2 W. 4. c. 42 and
c. 59. U.K.

And whereas by two Acts of the first and second years of the reign of His Present
Majesty, intituled “An act to amend an “Act of the fifty-ninth year of His Majesty King
George the “Third, for the relief and employment of the poor,” and the other intituled
“An Act to enable the churchwardens and overseers to “enclose lands belonging to
the crown, for the benefit of poor “persons residing in the parish in which such crown
land is “situated,” power is given, under certain restrictions, to inclose any quantity
not exceeding fifty acres of waste land and crown land respectively, for the use and
benefit of the poor; be it further enacted, that in any parish where such inclosure shall
exist or shall hereafter take place, or where land shall in any other manner be found
appropriated for the general benefit of the poor of any parish, then and in such cases
the powers and provisions of this Act shall be held to apply, in so far as the same may
be found applicable.
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