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Libel Act 1843
1843 CHAPTER 96

II In an Action against a Newspaper for Libel, the Defendant may plead that it was
inserted without Malice and without Neglect, and may pay Money into Court as
Amends.

And be it enacted, That in an Action for a Libel contained in any public Newspaper
or other periodical Publication it shall be competent to the Defendant to plead that
such Libel was inserted in such Newspaper or other periodical Publication without
actual Malice, and without gross Negligence, and that before the Commencement of
the Action, or at the earliest Opportunity afterwards, he inserted in such Newspaper or
other periodical Publication a full Apology for the said Libel, or, if the Newspaper or
periodical Publication in which the said Libel appeared should be ordinarily published
at Intervals exceeding One Week, had offered to publish the said Apology in any
Newspaper or periodical Publication to be selected by the Plaintiff in such Action ; and
that every such Defendant shall upon filing such Plea be at liberty to pay into Court a
Sum of Money by way of Amends for the Injury sustained by the Publication of such
Libel, and such Payment into Court shall be of the same Effect and be available in the
same Manner and to the same Extent, and be subject to the same Rules and Regulations
as to Payment of Costs and the Form of Pleading, except so far as regards the pleading
of the additional Facts herein-before required to be pleaded by" such Defendant, as
if Actions for Libel had not been excepted from the personal Actions in which it is
lawful to pay Money into Court under an Act passed in the Session of Parliament held
in the Fourth Year of His late Majesty, intituled An Act for the further Amendment of
the Law, and the better Advancement of Justice ; and that to such Plea to such Action it
shall be competent to the Plaintiff to reply generally, denying the whole of such Plea.


