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Merchant Shipping Act 1894

1894 CHAPTER 60

PART X

PILOTAGE.
Compulsory Pilotage (Trinity House).

622 Compulsory pilotage districts of Trinity House.

(1) Subject to any alterations to be made by the Trinity House, and to the exemptions
under this Part of this Act, pilotage shall be compulsory within the London district,
and the Trinity House outport districts.

(2) If a master of a ship navigating within those districts, after a qualified pilot has offered
to take charge of the ship, or made a signal for the purpose, either himself pilots the
ship without possessing a pilotage certificate, or employs or continues to employ an
unqualified person to pilot her, he shall for each offence be liable, in addition to any
other penalty under this Part of this Act, to a fine not exceeding five pounds for every
fifty tons burden of the ship, if the Trinity House certify in writing, under their common
seal, that the prosecutor may proceed for the same.

623 Constant supply of pilots at Dungeness.

Subject to any alteration to be made by the Trinity House a sufficient number of
qualified pilots shall always be ready to take charge of ships coming from the westward
past Dungeness; and the Trinity House shall, by byelaw made under this Part of this
Act, make such regulations with respect to the pilots under their control as may be
necessary in order to provide for an unintermitted supply of qualified pilots for those
ships, and to insure their constant attendance upon, and due performance of, their
duty both by night and day, whether by cruising between the South Foreland and
Dungeness, or by going off from shore upon signals made for the purpose, or by both
of those means, or by any other means, and whether in rotation or otherwise, as the
Trinity House think fit.
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624 Ships from London coining past Dungeness to take the first pilot.

(1) Subject to any alteration to be made by the Trinity House, a master of any ship coming
from the westward, and bound to any place in the River Thames or Medway (unless
she has a qualified pilot on board, or is exempted from compulsory pilotage), shall on
the arrival of the ship off Dungeness, and thenceforth until she has passed the south
buoy of the Brake, or a line to be drawn from Sandown Castle to the said buoy, or
until a qualified pilot has come on board, display and keep displayed the usual signal
for a pilot.

(2) If a qualified pilot is within hail, or is approaching, and within half a mile, and has a
pilot flag flying in his boat, the master shall, by heaving to in proper time or shortening
sail, or by any practicable means consistent with the safety of his ship, facilitate the
pilot getting on board, and shall give the charge of piloting his ship to that pilot; or if
there are two or more qualified pilots offering at the same time, to such one of them
as may, according to the regulations for the time being in force, be entitled or required
to take charge of the ship.

(3) If a master fails to comply with the provisions of this section, or any of them, he shall
for each offence be liable to a fine not exceeding double the sum which might have
been demanded for the pilotage of his ship, and the fine shall be paid to the Trinity
House, and be carried to the account of the Trinity House Pilot Fund.

625 Exemption from compulsory pilotage.

The following ships, when not carrying passengers, shall, without prejudice to any
general exemption under this Part of this Act, be exempted from compulsory pilotage
in the London district, and in the Trinity House outport districts; (that is to say,)

(1) Ships employed in the coasting trade of the United Kingdom:
(2) Ships of not more than sixty tons burden:

(3) Ships trading from any port in Great Britain within the London district or any of the
Trinity House outport districts to the port of Brest in France, or any port in Europe
north and east of Brest, or to the Channel Islands or Isle of Man:

(4) Ships trading from the port of Brest, or any port in Europe north and east of Brest, or
from the Channel Islands or Isle of Man to any port in Great Britain within the said
London or Trinity House outport district:

(5) Ships navigating within the limits of the port to which they belong.



