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Merchant Shipping Act 1894
1894 CHAPTER 60

PART I

REGISTRY.

Registry of Alterations, Registry anew, and Transfer of Registry.

48 Registry of alterations.

(1) When a registered ship is so altered as not to correspond with the particulars relating to
her tonnage or description contained in the register book, then, if the alteration is made
at any port having a registrar, that registrar, or, if it is made elsewhere, the registrar of
the first port having a registrar at which the ship arrives after the alteration, shall, on
application being made to him, and on receipt of a certificate from the proper surveyor
stating the particulars of the alteration, either cause the alteration to be registered, or
direct that the ship be registered anew.

(2) On failure to register anew a ship or to register an alteration of a ship so altered as
aforesaid, that ship shall be deemed not duly registered, and shall not be recognised
as a British ship.

49 Regulations for registry of alteration.

(1) For the purpose, of the registry of an alteration in a ship, the ship's certificate of registry
shall be produced to the registrar, and the registrar shall, in his discretion, either retain
the certificate of registry and grant a new certificate of registry containing a description
of the ship as altered, or endorse and sign on the existing certificate a memorandum
of the alteration.

(2) The particulars of the alteration so made, and the fact of the new certificate having
been granted, or endorsement having been made, shall be entered by the registrar of
the ship's port of registry in his register book; and for that purpose the registrar to
whom the application for the registry of the alteration has been made (if he is not
the registrar of the ship's port of registry), shall forthwith report to the last-mentioned
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registrar the particulars and facts as aforesaid, accompanied, where a new certificate
of registry has been granted, by the old certificate of registry.

50 Provisional certificate and endorsement where ship is to be registered anew.

(1) Where any registrar, not being the registrar of the ship's port of registry, on an
application as to an alteration in a ship directs the ship to be registered anew, he shall
either grant a provisional certificate, describing the ship as altered, or provisionally
endorse the particulars of the alteration on the existing certificate.

(2) Every such provisional certificate, or certificate provisionally endorsed, shall, within
ten days after the first subsequent arrival of the ship at her port of discharge in the
United Kingdom, if she is registered in the United Kingdom, or, if she is registered
in a British possession, at her port of discharge in that British possession, or, if she is
registered at a port of registry established by Order in Council under this Act, at that
port, be delivered up to the registrar thereof, and that registrar shall cause the ship to
be registered anew.

(3) The registrar granting a provisional certificate under this section, or provisionally
endorsing a certificate, shall add to the certificate or endorsement a statement that the
same is made provisionally, and shall send a report of the particulars of the case to the
registrar of the ship's port of registry, containing a similar statement as the certificate
or endorsement.

51 Registry anew on change of ownership.

Where the ownership of any ship is changed, the registrar of the port at which the ship
is registered may, on the application of the owners of the ship, register the ship anew,
although registration anew is not required under this Act.

52 Procedure for registry anew.

(1) Where a ship is to be registered anew, the registrar shall proceed as in the case of first
registry, and on the delivery up to him of the existing certificate of registry, and on
the other requisites to registry, or in the case of a change of ownership such of them
as he thinks material, being duly complied with, shall make such registry anew, and
grant a certificate thereof.

(2) When a ship is registered anew, her former register shall be considered as closed,
except so far as relates to any unsatisfied mortgage or existing certificates of sale
or mortgage entered thereon, but the names of all persons appearing on the former
register to be interested in the ship as owners or mortgagees shall be entered on the
new register, and the registry anew shall not in any way affect the rights of any of
those persons.

53 Transfer of registry.

(1) The registry of any ship may be transferred from one port to another on the application
to the registrar of the existing port of registry of the ship made by declaration in
writing of all persons appearing on the register to be interested therein as owners or
mortgagees, but that transfer shall not in any way affect the rights of those persons or
any of them, and those rights shall in all respects continue in the same manner as if
no such transfer had been effected.
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(2) On any such application the registrar shall transmit notice thereof to the registrar of
the intended port of registry with a copy of all particulars relating to the ship, and the
names of all persons appearing on the register to be interested therein as owners or
mortgagees.

(3) The ship's certificate of registry shall be delivered up to the registrar either of the
existing or intended port of registry, and, if delivered up to the former, shall be
transmitted to the registrar of the intended port of registry.

(4) On the receipt of the above documents the registrar of the intended port of registry
shall enter in his register book all the particulars and names so transmitted as aforesaid,
and grant a fresh certificate of registry, and thenceforth such ship shall be considered
as registered at the new port of registry, and the name of the ship's new port of registry
shall be substituted for the name of her former port of registry on the ship's stern.

54 Restrictions on re-registration of abandoned ships.

Where a ship has ceased to be registered as a British ship by reason of having been
wrecked or abandoned, or for any reason other than capture by the enemy or transfer
to a person not qualified to own a British ship, the ship shall not be re-registered until
she has, at the expense of the applicant for registration, been surveyed by a surveyor
of ships and certified by him to be seaworthy.


