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Regulation of Railways Act 1889
1889 CHAPTER 57 52 and 53 Vict

1 Power to order certain provisions to be made for public safety.

(1) The Board of Trade may from time to time order a railway company to do, within a
time limited by the order, and subject to any exceptions or modifications allowed by
the order, any of the following things:—

(a) To adopt the block system on all or any of their railways open for the public
conveyance of passengers;

(b) To provide for the interlocking of points and signals on or in connexion with
all or any of such railways;

(c) To provide for and use on all their trains carrying passengers continuous
brakes complying with the following requirements, namely:—

(i) The brake must be instantaneous in action, and capable of being
applied by the engine-driver and guards;

(ii) The brake must be self-applying in the event of any failure in the
continuity of its action;

(iii) The brake must be capable of being applied to every vehicle of the
train, whether carrying passengers or not;

(iv) The brake must be in regular use in daily working;
(v) The materials of the brake must be of a durable character, and easily

maintained and kept in order.

In making any order under this section the Board of Trade shall have regard to the
nature and extent of the traffic on the railway, and shall, before making any such order,
hear any company or person whom the Board of Trade may consider entitled to be
heard.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (29.1.1991) by S.I. 1991/134, art. 3(2).

S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (28.03.1991) by S.I. 1991/933, art. 3(2).
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (25.04.1991) by S.I. 1991/1111, art. 3(2).
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (4.05.1991) by S.I. 1991/1162, art. 3(2).
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (26.06.1991) by S.I. 1991/1619, art. 3(2).
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S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (31.08.1991) by S.I. 1991/1965, art. 5(2).
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (28.09.1991) by S.I. 1991/2194, art. 3(3).
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (28.09.1991) by S.I. 1991/2210, art. 3(2).
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S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (06.12.1991) by S.I. 1991/2812, art. 3(3).

C2 S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (29.4.1992) by S.I. 1992/1113, art. 3(3).
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.) (21.5.1992) by S.I. 1992/1267, art. 4(2).
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C3 S. 1 excluded (27.7.1993) by 1993 c. xv, s. 3(3)
S. 1 amended (E.W.S.) (2.2.1994) by 1993 c. 43, ss. 117(1)(6), 150(1)(e), 154(2) (with S.I. 1990/1380,
arts 3, 4); S.I. 1994/202, art. 2
S. 1: power to repeal or modify conferred (2.2.1994) by 1993 c. 43, ss. 117(4)(e)(6), 150(1)(e)S.I.
1994/202, art. 2
S. 1 incorporated (with modifications)(E.W.S)(4.3.1994) by S.I.1994/691, art. 3(1)
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.)(14.5.1994) by S.I. 1994/1331, art. 3(3)
S. 1 incorporated (E.W.S.)(29.7.1995) by S.I. 1995/2142, art. 3(1)
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.)(4.5.1995) by S.I. 1995/1236, art.3(3)
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.)(4.5.1996) by S.I. 1996/1267, art. 3(3)
S. 1 applied (E.W.S.)(16.10.1996) by S.I. 1996/2660, art. 4(5)
S. 1 applied (E.W.S)(22.1.1997) by S.I. 1997/102, art. 3(2)
S. 1 excluded (E.W.S.)(21.7.1994) by 1994 c. xi, art. 3(3)
Ss. 1-4 excluded (21.7.1994) by 1994 c. XV, s. 3(4)

C4 Ss. 1(1)(c), 5 the expressions “company” and “railway company” extended by Channel Tunnel Act
1987 (c. 53, SIF 102), ss. 43, 45, Sch. 6 para. 3, Sch. 7 Pt. VI para. 2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/1965
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/1965/article/5/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2194
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2194/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2210
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2210/article/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2682
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2682/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2812
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2812/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/1113
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/1113/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/1267
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/1267/article/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1993/1083
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1993/1083/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1993/2153
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1993/2153/article/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1993/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1993/15/section/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/43/section/117/1/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/43/section/150/1/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/43/section/154/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1990/1380
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1990/1380/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1990/1380/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/202
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/202/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/43/section/117/4/e/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/43/section/150/1/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/202
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/202
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/202/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/691
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/691/article/3/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/1331
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/1331/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/2142
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/2142/article/3/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/1236
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/1236/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/1267
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/1267/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2660
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2660/article/4/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1997/102
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1997/102/article/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1994/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1994/11/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Vict/52-53/57/section/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/53
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/53
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/53/section/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/53/section/45
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/53/schedule/6/paragraph/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/53/schedule/7/part/VI/paragraph/2


Regulation of Railways Act 1889 (c. 57)
Document Generated: 2023-07-07

3

Status: 
Point in time view as at 01/02/1991. This version of this provision has been superseded.

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Regulation of Railways Act 1889,
Section 1.


