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Law of Distress Amendment Act 1888
1888 CHAPTER 21

7 Distress to be levied by certified bailiffs.

From and after the commencement of this Act no person shall act as a bailiff to levy
any distress for rent unless he shall be authorised to act as a bailiff by a certificate in
writing under the hand of a county court judge; and such certificate may be general or
apply to a particular, distress or distresses, and may be granted at any time after the
passing of this Act in such manner as may be prescribed by rules under this Act. If
any person holding a certificate shall be proved to the satisfaction of the judge of a
county court to have been guilty of any extortion or other misconduct in the execution
of his duty as a bailiff he shall be liable to have his certificate summarily cancelled
by the said judge.

Nothing in this section shall be deemed to exempt such bailiff from any other penalty
or proceeding to which he may be liable in respect of such extortion or misconduct.

A county court registrar may exercise the power of granting certificates hereby
conferred upon a county court judge in cases in which he may be authorised to do so
by rules made under this

If any person not holding a certificate under this section shall levy a distress contrary
to the provisions of this Act, the person so levying, and any person who has authorised
him so to levy, shall be deemed to have committed a trespass.


