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Municipal Corporations Act 1882
1882 CHAPTER 50

PART XII

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

227 Power for borough constables to take bail.

(1) Where a person charged with a petty misdemeanour is brought without the warrant
of a justice into the custody of a borough constable during his attendance at a watch-
house in the borough, at any time (by day or night) at which a justice is not actually
sitting for the public administration of justice at the justices' room, or town hall, or
other place used for that purpose in the borough, the constable may, if he thinks fit,
take bail without fee from that person, by recognisance conditioned for his appearance
for examination within two days before a justice in the borough at some time and place
therein specified.

(2) A recognisance so taken shall be of equal obligation on the parties entering into the
same, and liable to the same proceedings for the estreating thereof, as if taken before
a justice.

(3) The constable shall enter in a book, kept for that purpose in every watch-house, the
name, residence, and occupation of the person entering into the recognisance, and of
his surety or sureties, if any, with the condition of the recognisance, and the sums
acknowledged.

(4) The constable shall lay the book before the justice present at the time when and place
where the recognisor is required to appear.

(5) If the recognisor does not appear at the time and place required, or within one hour
after, the justice shall cause a record of the recognisance to be drawn up and signed
by the constable, and shall return the same to the next court of quarter sessions for the
borough, or, if the borough has no separate court of quarter sessions, for the county
in which the borough is situate, with a certificate at the back thereof, signed by the
justice, that the recognisor has not complied with the obligation therein contained.
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(6) The clerk of the peace shall make the like estreats and schedules of every such
recognisance as of recognisances forfeited in quarter sessions.

(7) If the recognisor applies by any person on his behalf to postpone the hearing of the
charge against him, and the justice thinks fit to consent thereto, the justice may enlarge
the recognisance to such further time as he appoints.

(8) When the matter is heard and determined, either by the dismissal of the charge, or by
binding over the recognisor to answer the matter of the complaint at quarter sessions,
or otherwise, the recognisance for his appearance before a justice shall be discharged
without fee.


