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Customs and Inland Revenue Act 1881
1881 CHAPTER 12

PART III

STAMPS

As to Probate and Legacy Duties, and Duties on Accounts

28 Power to deduct debts and funeral expenses where deceased died domiciled in
the United Kingdom

On and after the first day of June one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one, in
the case of a person dying domiciled in any part of the United Kingdom, it shall be
lawful for the person applying for the probate or letters of administration in England or
Ireland, or exhibiting the inventory in Scotland, to state in his affidavit the fact of such
domicile, and to deliver therewith or annex thereto a schedule of the debts due from
the deceased to persons resident in the United Kingdom, and the funeral expenses, and
in that case, for the purpose of the charge of duty on the affidavit or inventory, the
aggregate amount of the debts and funeral expenses appearing in the schedule shall be
deducted from the value of the estate and effects as specified in the account delivered
with or annexed to the affidavit, or whereof the inventory shall be exhibited.

Debts to be deducted under the power hereby given shall be debts due and owing from
the deceased and payable by law out of any part of the estate and effects comprised
in the affidavit or inventory, and are not to include voluntary debts expressed to be
payable on the death of the deceased, or payable under any instrument which shall not
have been bona fide delivered to the donee thereof three months before the death of
the deceased, or debts in respect whereof any real estate may be primarily liable or a
reimbursement may be capable of being claimed from any real estate of the deceased
or from any other estate or person.

Funeral expenses to be deducted under the power hereby given shall include only such
expenses as are allowable as reasonable funeral expanses according to law.


