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Sale of Food and Drugs Act 1875
1875 CHAPTER 63 38 and 39 Vict

Appointment and Duties of Analysts, and Proceedings to obtain Analysis

10 Appointment of analysts

In the city of London and the liberties thereof the Commissioners of Sewers of the city
of London and the liberties thereof, and in all other parts of the metropolis the vestries
and district boards acting in execution of the Act for the better local management of
the metropolis, the court of quarter sessions of every county, and the town council of
every borough having a separate court of quarter sessions, or having under any general
or local Act of Parliament or otherwise a separate police establishment, may, as soon
as convenient after the passing of this Act, where no appointment has been hitherto
made, and in all cases as and when vacancies in the office occur, or when required
so to do by the Local Government Board, shall, for their respective city, districts,
counties, or boroughs, appoint one or more persons possessing competent knowledge,
skill, and experience, as analysts of all articles of food and drugs sold within the said
city, metropolitan districts, counties, or boroughs, and shall pay to such analysts such
remuneration as shall be mutually agreed upon, and may remove him or them as they
shall deem proper ; but such appointments and removals shall at all times be subject
to the approval of the Local Government Board, who may require satisfactory proof
of competency to be supplied to them, and may give their approval absolutely or with
modifications as to the period of the appointment and removal, or otherwise: Provided,
that no person shall hereafter be appointed an analyst for any place under this section
who shall be engaged directly or indirectly in any trade or business connected with
the sale of food or drugs in such place.

In Scotland the like powers shall be conferred and the like duties shall be imposed
upon the commissioners of supply at their ordinary meetings for counties, and the
commissioners or boards of police, or where there are no such commissioners or
boards, upon the town councils for boroughs within their several jurisdictions ;
provided that one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State in Scotland shall be
substituted for the Local Government Board of England.

In Ireland the like powers and duties shall be conferred and imposed respectively upon
the grand jury of every county and town council of every borough; provided that the
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Local Government Board of Ireland shall be substituted for the Local Government
Board of England.

11 Town council of a borough may engage the analyst of another borough or of the
county

The town council of any borough may agree that the analyst appointed by any
neighbouring borough or for the county in which the borough is situated, shall act for
their borough during such time as the said council shall think proper, and shall make
due provision for the payment of his remuneration, and if such analyst shall consent,
he shall during such time be the analyst for such borough for the purposes of this Act.

12 Power to purchaser of an article of food to have it analysed

Any purchaser of an article of food or of a drug in any place being a district, county,
city, or borough where there is any analyst appointed under this or any Act hereby
repealed shall be entitled, on payment to such analyst of a sum not exceeding ten
shillings and sixpence, or if there be no such analyst then acting for such place, to the
analyst of another place, of such sum as may be agreed upon between such person and
the analyst, to have such article analysed by such analyst, and to receive from him a
certificate of the result of his analysis.

13 Officer named to obtain a sample of food or drug to submit to analyst

Any medical officer of health, inspector of nuisances, or inspector of weights and
measures, or any inspector of a market, or any police constable under the direction
and at the cost of the local authority appointing such officer, inspector, or constable,
or charged with the execution of this Act, may procure any sample of food or drugs,
and if he suspect the same to have been sold to him contrary to any provision of this
Act, shall submit the same to be analysed by the analyst of the district or place for
which he acts, or if there be no such analyst then acting for such place to the analyst
of another place, and such analyst shall, upon receiving payment as is provided in the
last section, with all convenient speed analyse the same and give a certificate to such
officer, wherein he shall specify the result of the analysis.

14 Provision for dealing with the sample when purchased

The person purchasing any article with the intention of submitting the same to analysis
shall, after the purchase shall have been completed, forthwith notify to the seller or his
agent selling the article his intention to have the same analysed by the public analyst,
and shall offer to divide the article into three parts to be then and there separated, and
each part to be marked and sealed or fastened up in such manner as its nature will
permit, and shall, if required to do so, proceed accordingly, and shall deliver one of
the parts to the seller or his agent.

He shall afterwards retain one of the said parts for future comparison and submit the
third part, if he deems it right to have the article analysed, to the analyst.

15 Provision when sample is not divided

If the seller or his agent do not accept the offer of the purchaser to divide the article
purchased in his presence, the analyst receiving the article for analysis shall divide the
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same into two parts, and shall seal or fasten up one of those parts and shall cause it
to be delivered, either upon receipt of the sample or when he supplies his certificate
to the purchaser, who shall retain the same for production in case proceedings shall
afterwards be taken in the matter.

16 Provision for sending article to the analyst through the post office

If the analyst do not reside within two miles of the residence of the person requiring
the article to be analysed, such article may be forwarded to the analyst through the post
office as a registered letter, subject to any regulations which the Postmaster General
may make in reference to the carrying and delivery of such article, and the charge for
the postage of such article shall be deemed one of the charges of this Act or of the
prosecution, as the case may be.

17 Person refusing to sell any article to any officer liable to penalty

If any such officer, inspector, or constable, as above described, shall apply to purchase
any article of food or any drug exposed to sale, or on sale by retail on any premises or
in any shop or , stores, and shall tender the price for the quantity which he shall require
for the purpose of analysis, not being more than shall be reasonably requisite, and the
person exposing the same for sale shall refuse to sell the same to such officer, inspector,
or constable, such person shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds.

18 Form of the certificate

The certificate of the analysis shall be in the form set forth in the schedule hereto, or
to the like effect.

19 Quarterly report of the analyst

Every analyst appointed under any Act hereby repealed or this Act shall report
quarterly to the authority appointing him the number of articles analysed by him under
this Act during the foregoing quarter, and shall specify the result of each analysis
and the sum paid to him in respect thereof, and such report shall be presented at the
next meeting of the authority appointing such analyst, and every such authority shall
annually transmit to the Local Government Board, at such time and in such form as
the Board shall direct, a certified copy of such quarterly report.


