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Public Health Act 1875
1875 CHAPTER 55

PART III

SANITARY PROVISIONS.

PRIVIES, WATERCLOSETS, &C.

35 Penalty on building houses without privy accommodation.

It shall not be lawful newly to erect any house, or to rebuild any house pulled down
to or below the ground floor, without a sufficient watercloset earthcloset or privy and
an ashpit furnished with proper doors and coverings.

Any person who causes any house to be erected or rebuilt in contravention of this
enactment shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.

36 Power of local authority to enforce provision of privy accommodation for
houses.

If a house within the district of a local authority appears to such authority by the
report of their surveyor or inspector of nuisances to be without a sufficient watercloset
earthcloset or privy and an ashpit, furnished with proper doors and coverings, the local
authority shall, by written notice, require the owner or occupier of the house, within
a reasonable time therein specified, to provide a sufficient watercloset earthcloset or
privy and an ashpit furnished as aforesaid, or either of them, as the case may require.

If such notice is not complied with, the local authority may, at the expiration of the time
specified in the notice, do the work thereby required to be done, and may recover in a
summary manner from the owner the expenses incurred by them in so doing, or may
by order declare the same to be private improvement expenses : Provided that where
a watercloset earthcloset or privy has been and is used in common by the inmates of
two or more houses, or if in the opinion of the local authority a watercloset earthcloset
or privy may be so used, they need not require the same to be provided for each house.
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37 As to earthclosets.

Any enactment in force within the district of any local authority requiring the
construction of a watercloset shall be deemed to be satisfied by the construction, with
the approval of the local authority, of an earthcloset.

Any local authority may, as respects any house in which any earthcloset is in use with
their approval, dispense with the supply of water required by any contract or enactment
to be furnished to any watercloset in such house, on such terms as may be agreed on
between such authority and the person providing or required to provide such supply
of water.

Any local authority may themselves undertake or contract with any person to
undertake a supply of dry earth or other deodorising substance to any house within
their district for the purpose of any earthcloset.

In this Act the term " earthcloset " includes any place for the reception and
deodorization of foecal matter constructed to the satisfaction of the local authority.

38 Privy accommodation for factories.

Where it appears to any local authority by the report of their surveyor that any house
is used or intended to he used as a factory or building in which persons of both sexes
are employed or intended to be employed at one time in any manufacture trade or
business, the local authority may, if they think fit, by written notice require the owner
or occupier of such house, within the time therein specified, to construct a sufficient
number of waterclosets earthclosets or privies and ashpits for the separate use of each
sex.

Any person who neglects or refuses to comply with any such notice shall be liable for
each default to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds, and to a further penalty not
exceeding forty shillings for every day during which the default is continued.

39 Public necessaries.

Any urban authority may, if they think fit, provide and maintain, in proper and
convenient situations, urinals waterclosets earthclosets privies and ashpits, and other
similar conveniences for public accommodation.

40 Drains, privies, &c. to be properly kept.

Every local authority shall provide that all drains waterclosets earthclosets privies
ashpits and cesspools within their district be constructed and kept so as not to be a
nuisance or injurious to health.

41 Examination of drains, privies, &c. on complaint of nuisance.

On the written application of any person to a local authority, stating that any drain
watercloset earthcloset privy ashpit or cesspool on or belonging to any premises within
their district is a nuisance or injurious to health (but not otherwise), the local authority
may, by writing, empower their surveyor or inspector of nuisances, after twenty-four
hours written notice to the occupier of such premises, or in case of emergency without
notice, to enter such premises, with or without assistants, and cause the ground to be
opened, and examine such drain watercloset earthcloset privy ashpit or cesspool. If
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the drain watercloset earthcloset privy ashpit or cesspool on examination is found to
be in proper condition, he shall cause the ground to be closed, and any damage done
to be made good as soon as can be, and the expenses of the works shall be defrayed
by the local authority. If the drain watercloset earthcloset privy ashpit or cesspool
on examination appear to he in bad condition, or to require alteration or amendment,
the local authority shall forthwith cause notice in writing to be given to the owner or
occupier of the premises requiring him forthwith or within a reasonable time therein
specified to do the necessary works ; and if such notice is not complied with, the person
to whom it is given shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten shillings for every
day during which he continues to make default, and the local authorit) may, if they
think fit, execute such works, and may recover in a summary manner from the owner
the expenses incurred by them in so doing or may by order declare the same to be
private improvement expenses.


