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Offences Against the Person Act 1861
1861 CHAPTER 100

Concealing the Birth of a Child

60 Concealing the Birth of a Child.

If any Woman shall be delivered of a Child, every Person who shall, by any secret
Disposition of the dead Body of the said Child, whether such Child died before, at, or
after its Birth, endeavour to conceal the Birth thereof, shall be guilty of a Misdemeanor,
and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be
imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour:
Provided that if any Person tried for the Murder of any Child shall be acquitted thereof,
it shall be lawful for the Jury by whose Verdict such Person shall be acquitted to find, in
case it shall so appear in Evidence, that the Child had recently been born, and that such
Person did, by some secret Disposition of the dead Body of such Child, endeavour to
conceal the Birth thereof, and thereupon the Court may pass such Sentence as if such
Person had been convicted upon an Indictment for the Concealment of the Birth.


