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Legitimacy Declaration Act 1858
1858 CHAPTER 93

I Application to Court for Divorce and Matrimonial Causes for Declaration of
Legitimacy or Validity or Invalidity of Marriage.

Any natural-born Subject of the Queen, or any Person whose Right to be deemed a
natural-born Subject depends wholly or in part on his Legitimacy or on the Validity
of a Marriage, being domiciled in England or Ireland, or claiming any Real or
Personal Estate situate in England, may apply by Petition to the Court for Divorce and
Matrimonial Causes, praying the Court for a Decree declaring that the Petitioner is
the legitimate Child of his Parents, and that the Marriage of his Father and Mother, or
of his Grandfather and Grandmother, was a valid Marriage, or for a Decree declaring
either of the Matters aforesaid; and any such Subject or Person, being so domiciled or
claiming as aforesaid, may in like Manner apply to such Court for a Decree declaring
that his Marriage was or is a valid Marriage, and such Court shall have Jurisdiction
to hear and determine such Application and to make such Decree declaratory of the
Legitimacy or Illegitimacy of such Person, or of the Validity or Invalidity of such
Marriage, as to the Court may seem just; and such Decree, except as herein-after
mentioned, shall be binding to all Intents and Purposes on Her Majesty and on all
Persons whomsoever.


