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Burial Act 1857
1857 CHAPTER 81 20 and 21 Vict

An Act to amend the Burial Acts. [25th August 1857]

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Short title given by Short Titles Act 1896 (c. 14)
C2 Preamble not relevant to unrepealed provisions of the Act

Act except section 25: powers transferred (1.7.1999) by virtue of S.I. 1999/672, art. 2, Sch.1
C3 Act: enactments relating relating to burial grounds restricted (18.12.1996) by Channel Tunnel Rail

Link Act 1996 (c. 61), s. 39
C4 Act: enactments relating relating to burial grounds restricted (22.7.2008) by Crossrail Act 2008 (c. 18),

s. 41
C5 Act: enactments relating relating to burial grounds restricted (23.2.2017) by High Speed Rail (London

- West Midlands) Act 2017 (c. 7), ss. 27, 70(1)

1—9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F1

Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 1–9, 11–22, 26–30 repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30

10 Orders in Council may be made for regulating burial grounds, &c. 

It shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by Order made by and with the advice of Her Privy
Council, on the representation of one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State,
from time to time to establish such regulations as to Her Majesty may seem proper
for the protection of the public health, and for the maintenance of public decency, in
respect of all burials in common graves . . . . . . F2in any cemetery established under
the authority of any local Act of Parliament; . . . F3and all persons having the care
of such cemeteries and burial grounds and places shall conform to and obey such
regulations; and any such person who shall violate or wilfully neglect to observe any
of such regulations shall, on summary conviction thereof before two justices of the
peace, forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding [F4level 1 on the standard scale]:Provided
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always, that no such representation shall be made in relation to any cemetery or
burial ground until ten days previous notice in writing of the intention to make such
representation shall have been given to the person or one of the persons having the
control or care of such cemetery or burial ground.

Textual Amendments
F2 Words repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30
F3 Words repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1986 (c.12), s. 1(1), Sch. 1 Pt. XII
F4 Words substituted by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 46

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C6 S. 10 repealed as to Greater London by London Government Act 1963 (c. 33), Sch. 18 Pt. II

11—
22.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F5

Textual Amendments
F5 Ss. 1–9, 11–22, 26–30 repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30

23 Orders in Council may be issued, on representation of Secretary of State, so as to
prevent vaults, &c. being dangerous to health.

It shall be lawful for Her Majesty, upon the representation of one of Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretaries of State, by and with the advice of Her Privy Council, from time
to time to order such acts to be done by or under the directions of the . . . . . . F6

persons as may have the care of any vaults or places of burial, for preventing them
from becoming or continuing dangerous or injurious to the public health; . . . F7and
such . . . F6 persons shall do or cause to be done all acts ordered as aforesaid, and the
expenses incurred in and about the doing thereof shall be paid out of the poor rates of
the parish: Provided always, that no such representation shall be made until ten days
previous notice of the intention to make such representation shall have been given to
the . . . . . . F6 persons, or one of the . . . F6 persons, having the care of the vaults or
places of burial to which the representation relates.

Textual Amendments
F6 Words repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30
F7 Words repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1986 (c.12), s. 1(1), Sch. 1 Pt. XII

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C7 References to poor and other parochial rates, except in application of section to City of London and

Temples to be construed as reference to general rate: General Rate Act 1967 (c. 9), s. 116(2)
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24 Trustees of closed cemeteries empowered, with sanction of Secretary of State, to
let, lease, or sell portions thereof which have not received interments.

In all cases in which unconsecrated land or buildings is or are vested in trustee or
trustees, either under any local Act or otherwise, for the purposes of a cemetery or
burial ground, and burials in such cemetery or burial ground shall by Order in Council
under the herein-before recited Acts or any of them have been ordered to be wholly or
partially discontinued, it shall be lawful for the trustee or trustees for the time being
of such cemetery or burial ground, from time to time, with the sanction of one of Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State to let, demise, or lease any part or parts, in
which no interment shall have taken place, of such land or buildings, and to renew
or accept surrenders of any leases or tenancies thereof, and to sell and absolutely
dispose thereof for money in gross, or for any perpetual or other rent or rents to be
made payable thereout, and by public auction or private contract, and to sell all or any
such perpetual or other rent or rents for money in gross and in manner aforesaid, and
for any of the purposes aforesaid to make and execute any contracts, conveyances,
leases, or other assurances, and to take any measures and make any arrangements
which may be deemed expedient; and upon any such lease or sale as aforesaid a grant
or conveyance by such trustee or trustees alone shall be a sufficient assurance of the
property thereby purported to be leased or sold, and the receipts of such trustee or
trustees shall be effectual discharges for the monies therein expressed to have been
received, and shall absolve any lessee or purchaser from having to see to or being
answerable for the application of such monies; and the net monies to be received by
such trustee or trustees under any of the preceding powers shall be applied by them in
discharge of any incumbrances affecting such cemetery or burial ground, and any debts
which such trustee or trustees may have properly incurred in their fiduciary capacity;
and any residue of such monies shall, where such land or buildings shall have been
held in trust for any parish, be applied in such manner, for the benefit of such parish,
as the vestry of such parish shall direct; but where such land or buildings shall have
been held in trust for the benefit of private persons, such residue shall be divided by
such trustee or trustees rateably among the cestuisque trusts; and it shall be lawful for
such trustee or trustees so to apply any reserved fund in his or their hands.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C8 “the herein-before recited Acts” means the Burial Act 1852 (c. 85), the Burial Act 1853 (c. 134), the

Burial Act 1854 (c. 87) and the Burial Act 1855 (c. 128)
C9 Functions of vestry now exercisable by parochial church councils: Parochial Church Councils

(Powers) Measure 1921 (No. 1), s. 4(1)(i) and Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956
(No. 3), s. 4(2)

25 Bodies not to be removed from burial grounds, save under faculty, without
licence of Secretary of State.

Except in the cases where a body is removed from one consecrated place of burial
to another by faculty granted by the ordinary for that purpose, it shall not be lawful
to remove any body, or the remains of any body, which may have been interred in
any place of burial, without licence under the hand of one of Her Majesty’s Principal
Secretaries of State, and with such precautions as such Secretary of State may prescribe
as the condition of such licence; and any person who shall remove any such body or
remains, contrary to this enactment, or who shall neglect to observe the precautions
prescribed as the condition of the licence for removal, shall, on summary conviction
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before any two justices of the peace, forfeit and pay for every such offence a sum not
exceeding [F8level 1 on the standard scale].

Textual Amendments
F8 “level 1 on the standard scale” substituted for “ten pounds” by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1982

(c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 46

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C10 S. 25 excluded by New Towns Act 1965 (c. 59), s. 20(6), Town and Country Planning Act 1971

(c. 78), s. 128(6), and (1.4.1977) by Development of Rural Wales Act 1976 (c. 75), s. 5(1), Sch. 3
para. 36(6) in relation to removal in accordance with regulations made for purposes of those Acts

C11 S. 25 excluded by Local Government, Planning and Land Act 1980 (c.65, SIF 123:1), s. 144, Sch. 28
para. 7(8), by Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 1981 (c.18, SIF 17), s. 2(7), by New Towns
Act 1981 (c.64, SIF 123:3), s. 20(7), by Housing Act 1988 (c.50, SIF 61), s. 78, sch. 10, Pt. II para.
6(8), and by Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (c.8, SIF 123:1), s. 240(2)

C12 S. 25 excluded (27.5.1993) by 1993 c. vi, s. 19(12)
S. 25 excluded (E.W.)(10.11.1993) by 1993 c. 28, ss. 169, Sch. 20 Pt. II para. 6(8)(10)(11); S.I.
1993/2762, art.3
S. 25 excluded (27.7.1993) by 1993 c. xv, s. 43(11)
S. 25 excluded (5.11.1993) by 1993 c. xvi, s. 4(11)
S. 25 modified (18.12.1996) by 1996 c. 61, s. 39, Sch. 11 para. 7(3)
S. 25 excluded (1.10.1998) by 1998 c. 38, s. 127, Sch. 13 para.3 (adding 1975 c. 70, Sch. 4 Pt. III
para. 7(9)); S.I. 1998/2244, art.4
S. 25 excluded (25.11.1998 for specified purposes otherwise 3.7.2000) by 1998 c. 45, s. 23, Sch. 6
para 3(8); S.I. 1998/2952, art.2(2); S.I. 2000/1173, art. 2(2)(c)

C13 S. 25 excluded (E.W.S.) (11.2.2005) by Merseytram (Liverpool City Centre to Kirkby) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/120), arts. 1, 28(13) (with arts. 65, 66)

C14 S. 25 excluded (19.9.2007) by London Local Authorities Act 2007 (c. ii), ss. 1(3), 74(11)

26—
30.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F9

Textual Amendments
F9 Ss. 1–9, 11–22, 26–30 repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30
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