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Towns Improvement Clauses Act 1847

1847 CHAPTER 34

Ventilation

And with respect to supplying Buildings with fresh Air, be it enacted as follows:

CX Regulating Construction of Buildings intended as Places for Public Meetings. No
Person to begin to build until Plan has been approved by Commissioners.

Before beginning to build any Building intended to be used as a Church, Chapel,
or School, or a Place of public Amusement or Entertainment, or for holding large
Numbers of People for any Purpose whatsoever, within the Limits of the special Act,
the Person intending to build the same shall give Fourteen Days Notice in Writing
to the Commissioners, and shall accompany such Notice with a Plan and Description
of the Manner proposed for its Construction, with respect to the Means of supplying
fresh Air to such Building"; and ho Person shall begin to build such Building until the
Manner proposed for its Construction, with respect to the Means for supplying fresh
Air, have been approved of by the Commissioners ; and in default of sending such
Notice, or if any such Building be erected Without such Approval, the Commissioners
may Cause such Building, or such Part of it as they consider necessary, to be pulled
down or altered, at the Expence of the Owner, and any Expence incurred by the
Commissioners in so doing may be recovered as herein-before provided with respect
to ruinous or dangerous Buildings taken down or repaired by the Commissioners.

CXI  If Commissioners fail to signify their Approval of Plan within Fourteen Days,
Party may proceed to build.

Provided always, That if the Commissioners fail to signify in Writing their Approval
or Disapproval of the Manner of Construction of such Building, with respect to the
Means of supplying fresh Air shown on such Plan and Description as aforesaid,
within Fourteen Days after receiving such Notice, accompanied by such Plan and
Description, the Person giving such Notice may, notwithstanding any thing herein
contained, proceed to build the Building therein referred to in the Manner shown on
such Plan and Description; provided that such Building be otherwise in accordance
with the Provisions of this and the special Act.
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CXII Persons may appeal against Determination of Commissioners.

Provided also, That if the Person so intending to build be dissatisfied with
the Determination of the Commissioners as to the said proposed Manner of
Construction, he shall have the same Right of Appeal against the Determination of the
Commissioners, and such Appeal shall he followed by the same Incidents, as herein
before provided in the Case of Appeals against any Order of the Commissioners with
respect to Works to be constructed by or subject to the Approval of the Commissioners.

CXIII Cellars in Courts not to be occupied as Dwellings after letting prohibited.

It shall not be lawful to let separately, except as a Warehouse or Storehouse, or to surfer
to be occupied as a Dwelling Place, any Cellar under any House in any Court within
the Limits of the special Act, after the Commissioners have given Notice to the Owners
thereof that the letting of Cellars as Dwelling Places in such Court is prohibited from
that Time forth; and it shall be the Duty of the Commissioners to issue such Notices
from Time to Time, as Soon as is convenient, until such Notice has been given, with
respect to every Court within the Limits of the special Act.

CXIV No Cellars under the Height of Seven Feet from the Floor to the Ceiling to be let
as Dwellings.

It shall not be lawful to let separately, except as a Warehouse or Storehouse, or to suffer
to be occupied as a Dwelling Place, any Cellar or Room under any House within the
said Limits, although not situated in a Court, which Cellar or Room shall be less in
Height from the Floor to the Ceiling than Seven Feet, or which shall' be less than One
Third of its Height above the Level of the Street or Ground adjoining the same, or
otherwise shall not have Two Feet at least of its Height from the Floor to the Ceiling
above the said Level, with an open Area of Two Feet wide from the Level of the Floor
of such Cellar or Room up to the Level of the said Street or Ground, or which shall not
have appurtenant thereto the-Use of a Water-closet or Privy and Ashpit, according to
the Enactment herein contained, or which shall not also have a glazed Window made
to open to the full Extent of the Half thereof, the Area of which is not less than Six Feet
clear of the Frame, and a Fireplace, with a Chimney or Flue, or which Cellar, being
an inner or back Cellar let or occupied along with a front Cellar as Part of the same
Letting or Occupation, has not a ventilating Flue, (unless such inner' or back Cellar
shall be Part of a House built before the passing of the special Act,) or which shall not
be well and effectually-drained by means of a Drain the Bottom of which is One Foot
at least below the Level of the Floor of such Cellar or Room.

CXYV Penalty on letting such Cellars as Dwelling Places.

Every Person who lets separately (except as aforesaid) or who knowingly suffers to
be occupied for Hire, as a Dwelling Place, any Cellar or Room within the Limits of
the special Act, contrary to the Provisions of this and the special Act, shall be liable
to a Penalty not exceeding Twenty Shillings; and a further Penalty not exceeding
Five Shillings for every Day during which such Cellar or Room is so occupied, after
Conviction of the first Offence.



