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Towns Improvement Clauses Act 1847
1847 CHAPTER 34

Slaughterhouses

And with respect to Slaughter-houses, be it enacted as follows:

CXXV Commissioners may license Slaughterhouses, &c.

The Commissioners may license such Slaughter-houses and Knackers Yards as they
from Time to Time think proper for slaughtering Cattle within the Limits of the special
Act.

CXXVINo new Slaughterhouses in future to be erected with out a Licence.

No Place shall be used or occupied as a Slaughter-house or Knacker's Yard within
the said Limits which was not in such Use and Occupation at the Time of the passing
of the special Act, and has so continued ever since, unless and until a Licence for
the Erection thereof, or for the Use and Occupation thereof as a Slaughterhouse or
Knacker's Yard, have been obtained from the Commissioners ; and every Person who,
without having first obtained such Licence as aforesaid, uses as a Slaughter-house or
Knacker's Yard any Place within the said Limits not used as such at the passing of the
special Act, and so continued to be used ever since, shall for each Offence be liable
to a Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds, and a like Penalty for every Day after the
Conviction for such Offence upon which the said Offence is continued.

CXXVIIExisting Slaughter-houses, &c. to be registered.

Every Place within the Limits of the special Act which shall be used as Slaughter
house or Knacker's Yard shall, within Three Months after the passing of such Act, be
registered by the Owner Or Occupier thereof at the-Office-of the Commissioners, and
on Application to the Commissioners for that Purpose, the Commissioners shall cause
every such Slaughter-house or Knacker's Yard to be registered in a Book to be kept
by them for that Purpose; arid every Person who after the Expiration of the said Three
Months and after One Week's Notice of this; Provision from the Commissioners, uses
or suffers to be used any such Place as a Slaughter-house in Knacker's Yard, without
its being so registered, shall be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds for such
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Offence, and, a Penalty not exceeding Ten Shillings for every Day after the first Day
during which such Place shall be used as a Slaughter-house or Knacker's Yard without
having been so registered.

CXXVIIICommissioners may make Bye Laws for Regulation of Slaughterhouses, &c.

The Commissioners shall from Time to Time, by Bye Laws, to be made and confirmed
in the Manner herein-after provided, make Regulations for the licensing, registering,
and Inspection of the said Slaughter-houses and Knackers Yards, and preventing
Cruelty therein, and for keeping the same in a cleanly and proper State, and for
removing Filth at least once in every Twenty-four Hours, and requiring them to be
provided with a sufficient Supply of Water, and they may impose pecuniary Penalties
on Persons breaking such Bye Laws; provided that no such Penalty exceed for any
One Offence the Sum of Five Pounds, and in the Case of a continuing Nuisance the
Sum of Ten Shillings for every Day during which such Nuisance shall be continued
after the Conviction for the first Offence.

CXXIXJustice may suspend Licence of Slaughterhouses, &c. in addition to Penalty
imposed.

The Justices before whom any Person is convicted of killing or dressing any Cattle
contrary to the Provisions of this or the special Act, or of the Non-observance of any
of the Bye Laws or Regulations made by virtue of this or the special Act, in addition to
the Penalty imposed on such Person under the Authority of this or the special Act, may
suspend for any Period not exceeding Two Months the Licence granted to such Person
under this or the special Act, or in case such Person be the Owner or Proprietor of any
registered Slaughterhouse or Knacker's Yard, may forbid for any Period not exceeding
Two Months the slaughtering of Cattle therein; and such Justices, upon the Conviction
of any Person for a second or other subsequent like Offence, may, in addition to the
Penalty imposed under the Authority of this or the special Act, declare the Licence
granted under this or. the special Act revoked, or, if such Person be the Owner or
Proprietor of any registered Slaughter-house, may forbid absolutely the slaughtering
of Cattle therein; and whenever the Licence of any such Person is revoked as aforesaid,
or whenever the slaughtering of Cattle in any registered Slaughter-house or Knacker's
Yard is absolutely forbidden as aforesaid, the Commissioners may refuse to grant any
Licence whatever to the Person whose Licence has been so revoked, or on account of
whose Default the slaughtering of Cattle in any registered Slaughter-house has been
forbidden.

CXXX Penalty for slaughtering Cattle during Suspension of Licence, &c.

Every Person who during the Period for which any such Licence is suspended, or
after the same is revoked as aforesaid, slaughters Cattle in the Slaughter-house or
Knacker's Yard to which such Licence relates, or otherwise uses such Slaughter-house
or Knacker's Yard, or allows the same to be used as a Slaughter-house or Knacker's
Yard, and every Person who during the Period that the slaughtering of Cattle in any
such registered Slaughter-house or Knacker's Yard is forbidden as aforesaid, or after
such slaughtering has been absolutely forbidden therein, slaughters any Cattle in any
such registered Slaughter-house, shall be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds
for such Offence, and a further Penalty of Five Pounds for every Day on which any
such Offence is committed after the Conviction for the first Offence.
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CXXXIOfficers may enter and inspect Slaughterhouses, &c.

The Inspector of Nuisances, the Officer of Health, or any other Officer appointed by
the Commissioners for that Purpose, may at all reasonable Times, with or without
Assistants, enter into and inspect any Building or Place whatsoever within the said
Limits kept or used for the Sale of Butchers Meat, or for slaughtering Cattle, and
examine whether any Cattle, or the Carcase of any such Cattle, is deposited there, and
in case such Officer shall find any Cattle, or the Carcase or Part of the Carcase of any
Beast, which appears unfit for the Food of Man, he may seize and carry the same before
a Justice, and such Justice shall forthwith order the same to be further inspected and
examined by competent Persons ; and in case upon such Inspection and Examination,
such Cattle, Carcase, or Part of a Carcase be found to be unfit for the Food of Man,
such Justice shall order the same to be immediately destroyed or otherwise disposed
of in such Way as to prevent the same being exposed for Sale or used for the Food
of Man; and, such Justice may adjudge the Person to whom such Cattle, Carcase, or
Part of a Carcase belongs, or in whose Custody the same is found, to pay a Penalty
not exceeding Ten Pounds for every such Animal or Carcase or Part of a Carcase so
found; and the Owner or Occupier of any Building or Place kept or used for the Sale
of Butchers Meat, or for slaughtering Cattle, and every other Person, who obstructs
or hinders such Inspector or other Officer from entering into and inspecting the same,
and examining, seizing, or carrying away any such Animal or Carcase or Part of a
Carcase so appearing to be unfit for the Food of Man, shall be liable to a Penalty not
exceeding Five Pounds for each Offence.


