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Towns Improvement Clauses Act 1847
1847 CHAPTER 34

Nuisances

And with respect to the Prevention of Nuisances, be it enacted as follows:

XCIX Stagnant Pools of Water and other Annoyances to be removed.

No Person shall suffer any waste or stagnant "Water to remain in any Cellar or other
Place within any House belonging to or occupied, by him within the Limits of the
special Act, so as to be a Nuisance; and every Person who so suffers any such Water
to remain for Forty-eight Hours after receiving Notice from the Commissioners to
remove the same, and every Person who allows the Contents of any Privy or Cesspool
to overflow or soak therefrom, to the Annoyance of the Occupiers of any adjoining
Property, shall for every such Offence be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Forty
Shillings, and to a further Penalty not exceeding Five Shillings for every Day during
which such Nuisance continues; and the Commissioners may drain and cleanse out
any stagnant Pools, Ditches, or Ponds of Water within the Limits of the special Act,
and abate any such Nuisance as aforesaid, and for that Purpose may enter, by their
Officers and Workmen, into and upon any Building or Land within the said Limits at
all reasonable Times, and do all necessary Acts for any of the Purposes aforesaid; and
the Expences incurred thereby shall be paid by the Person committing such Offence,
or occupying the Building or Land whence such Annoyance proceeds, and if there
be no Occupier, by the Owner of such Building or Land, and shall be recoverable as
Damages.

C Regulations to prevent Accumulation of Dung, &c.

If the Dung or Soil of any Stable, Cowhouse, or Pigstye, or other Collection of refuse
Matter, elsewhere than in any Farmyard, be at any Time allowed to accumulate within
the Limits of the special Act for more than Thirty Days, or for more than Seven Days
after a Quantity exceeding One Ton has been collected in any Place not allowed by the
Commissioners, such Dung, Soil, Or Refuse, if not removed within Forty-eight Hours
after Notice from any Officer of the Commissioners for that Purpose, shall become
the Property of the Commissioners, and they, or any Person with whom they have at
that Time any subsisting Contract for the Removal of Refuse, may sell and dispose
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of the same, and the Money thence arising shall be applied towards the Purposes of
the special Act.

CI On Certificate of the Officer of Health, Filth to be removed.

If Officer of Health, or, if for the Time being there be no Officer of Health, any Two
Surgeons or Physicians, or One Surgeon and One Physician, residing within the Limits
of the special Act, certify under his or their Hand to the Commissioners that any
Accumulation of Dung, Soil, or Filth, or other noxious o£ offensive Matter, within the
Limits of the special Act, ought to be removed, as being injurious to the Health of the
Inhabitants, the Clerk to the Commissioners shall forthwith give Notice to the Owner
or reputed Owner of such Dung, Soil, or Filth, or to the Occupier of the Land where:
the same are, to remove the same within Twenty-four Hours after such, Notice ; and. in
case of Failure to comply with Such Notice the said Dung, Soil, or Filth shall thereupon
become vested in the Commissioners, and they, or any Person with whom they have
at that Time contracted for the Removal of all such Refuse, may sell and dispose of
the same, and the Money thence arising shall be applied towards the Purposes of the
special Act,

CII Houses to be whitewashed and purified, on Certificate of Officer of Health, &c.

If at any Time the Officer of Health, or, if for the Time being there be no Officer of
Health, any Two Surgeons or Physicians, or One Surgeon and One Physician, residing
within the said Limits, certify under his or their Hands to the Commissioners, that
any House or Part of any House or Building: within the, Limits of the special Act is
in such a filthy or unwholesome Condition that the Health of the Inmates or of the
Neighbours -is thereby, affected or endangered, or that the whitewashing, cleansing,
or purifying of any House or Building or any Part thereof would tend to prevent or
check infectious or contagious Disease therein, or that any Drain, Privy, or Cesspool
is in such a defective State that the Health of the Neighbours is thereby affected or
endangered, the Commissioners shall order the Occupier of such House or Part thereof
to whitewash, cleanse, and purify the same, and the Owner of such Drain, Privy, or
Cesspool to amend the Condition thereof, in such Manner and within such Time as
the Commissioners deem reasonable; and if such Occupier or Owner do not comply
with such Order he shall be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Ten Shillings for every
Day's Neglect thereof; and in such Case the Commissioners may cause such House or
any Part thereof to be whitewashed, cleansed, and purified, or the Condition of such
Drain, Privy, or Cesspool to be amended, and may recover the Expence thereof from
such Occupier or Owner in the same Manner as Damages.

CIII No Interment in any Grave without leaving Two Feet Six Inches clear of Soil
above the Coffin.

No. Coffin containing a Corpse shall, be buried in any Grave within the Limits of
the special Act, not being a Vault, or Catacomb, without at least Thirty Inches of Soil
between the ordinary Surface of such Burial Ground; and the upper Side of the Coffin;
and if the Person having the Preparation or the immediate Charge of the Preparation
of the Grave to receive such Coffin permit the Coffin to be buried in such .Grave, or if
the Person having the Control- of the Burial Ground, knowingly permit any. Coffin to
be buried in any Grave in which there is not left after the "Burial thereof Thirty Inches
at the least of Soil, measuring from the ordinary Surface of such Burial Ground to the
upper Side of the Coffin, the Person having the immediate Charge of the Preparation
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of the Grave, and the Person having the Control of the Burial Ground in which such
Burial is made, shall for every such Offence be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Five
Pounds.

CIV Justices may order Nuisances to be abated.

If any Candle-house, Melting-house, Melting-place, or Soap-house, or any Slaughter-
house, or any Building or Place for boiling Offal or Blood, or for boiling or crushing
Bones, or any Pigstye, Necessary House, Dunghill, Manure Heap, or any Manufactory,
Building, or Place of Business within the Limits of the special Act, be at any Time
certified to the Commissioners by the Inspector of Nuisances or Officer of Health, or
if for the Time being there be no Inspector of Nuisances or Officer of Health, by any
Two Surgeons or Physicians, or One Surgeon and One Physician, to be a Nuisance or
injurious to the Health of the Inhabitants, the Commissioners shall direct Complaint to
be made before Two Justices; and any Justice may summon before any Two Justices
the Person by or on whose Behalf the Work complained of is carried on, and such
Justices shall inquire into such Complaint, and they may, by an Order in Writing under
their Hands, order such Person to discontinue or remedy the Nuisance within such
Time as to them shall appear expedient: Provided always, that if it appear to such
Justices that in carrying on any Business Complained of the best Means then known to
be available for mitigating the Nuisance or the injurious Effects of such Business have
not been adopted, they may suspend their final Determination, upon Condition that
the Person so complained against shall undertake to adopt within a reasonable Time
such Means as the said Justices shall judge to be practicable and order to be carried
into effect for mitigating or preventing the injurious Effects of such Business.

CV Penalty for Disobedience of Orders of Justices.

If any such Nuisance, or the Cause of any such injurious Effects as aforesaid, be not
discontinued or remedied within such Time as shall be ordered by the said Justices,
the Person by or on whose Behalf the Business causing such Nuisance is carried on
shall be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds for every Day during which
such Nuisance shall be Continued or unremedied after the Expiration of such Time as
aforesaid: Provided always, that when any Person who thinks himself aggrieved by
airy such Order shall, according to the Provisions of this or the special Act, appeal
against any such Order, such Person shall not be liable to discontinue or remedy the
Nuisance or Cause of the injurious Effects mentioned therein, or to pay any Penalty,
until after the Expiration of Five Days after the Determination of such Appeal and the
Confirmation of such Order, unless such Appeal cease to be prosecuted.

CVI Commissioners to order Costs of Prosecutions to be paid out of the Rates.

The Commissioners may direct any Prosecution for any public Nuisance whatsoever,
created, permitted, or suffered within the Limits of the special Act, and may order
Proceedings to be taken for the Recovery of any Penalties, and for the Punishment of
any Persons offending against the Provisions of this or the special


