
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Towns Improvement Clauses Act 1847
1847 CHAPTER 34

Cleansing Streets

And with respect to cleansing the Streets, be it enacted as follows:

LXXXVIICommissioners to cause Streets to be cleansed, and Dust and Ashes to be
removed from the Houses.

The Commissioners shall cause all the Streets, together with the Foot Pavements, from
Time to Time to be properly swept and cleansed, and all Dust and Filth of every Sort
found thereon to be collected and removed, and shall cause all the Dust, Ashes, and
Rubbish to be carried away from the Houses and Tenements of the Inhabitants of
the Town or District within the Limits of the special Act, at convenient Hours and
Times, and shall cause the Privies and Cesspools within the said Town or District to be
from Time to Time emptied and cleansed in a sufficient and proper Manner: Provided
always, that the Occupier of any House or Tenement within the Limits of the special
Act may keep and remove any such Soil, Ashes, or Rubbish as shall be made on his
own Premises, and shall be kept for Manure, so that the same be not a Nuisance to the
Inhabitants residing near such Premises, and that the same be removed at such Times
and in such Manner as shall be approved of by the Commissioners.

LXXXVIIIOccupiers to cause Footways to be swept. Penalty for Neglect.

The Occupiers of Buildings and Lands within or adjoining the Streets shall once in
every Day (Sundays excepted), before Eight of the Clock in the Forenoon of each Day,
cause to be swept and cleansed the Footways and Pavements in front or at the Side of
their respective Buildings and Lands; and every such Occupier making default herein
shall for every such Offence be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Five Shillings ; and
for the Purpose aforesaid, when any House shall be let in separate Apartments, the
Person letting such Apartments shall be deemed the Occupier.
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LXXXIXCommissioners may compound for sweeping Footways.

The Commissioners may compound, for such Time as they think fit, with any Person
liable to sweep or clean any footway under the Provisions of this or the special Act,
for sweeping and cleaning the same in the Manner directed by this or the special Act.

XC Dust, &c. collected to be vested in the Commissioners.

The Dust and Filth which the Commissioners shall cause to he collected from the
Streets, Privies, Sewers, and Cesspools, and all the Dust, Ashes, and Rubbish which
the Commissioners shall cause to be collected and carried away from the Houses or
elsewhere within the said Limits, shall be the Property of the Commissioners, and the
Commissioners shall have Power to sell and dispose of the same as they think proper,
and the Money arising from the Sale thereof shall be applied toward the Purposes of
the special Act.

XCI Commissioners may provide Lands, &c. for Deposit of Soil and materials.

The Commissioners may from Time; to 'Time provide Places convenient for the
Deposit of the Night Soil, Dung, Ashes, and other Filth and Rubbish to be collected
under the Authority of this or the special Act, and for stabling and keeping all Horses,
Carts, Implements, and other Things required for the Purposes of this or the special
Act, or of any Act to be incorporated therewith ; and for any of such Purposes the
Commissioners may purchase or hire any Lands or Buildings by them considered
necessary, or they may. cause any new Building to be made upon any Land which shall
be purchased or hired by them under the Provisions of this or the special Act.

XCII Dust Boxes to be erected by Commissioners.

The Commissioners, if they think fit so to do, may cause any Number of movable or
fixed Dust Boxes or other Conveniences, wherein Dust and Ashes may be deposited
until removed and carried away, to be provided and placed in such of the Streets as
they shall judge necessary, and may require the Occupiers of Houses or Tenements
within such Streets to cause all their Dust and Ashes to be deposited daily in the said
Dust Boxes or other Conveniences ; and every Person who after such Dust Boxes or
Conveniences have been so provided shall deposit or cause or permit to be deposited
any Ashes or Dust in any Part of any Street, except in some of the said Dust Boxes
or other Conveniences, and every Person who shall lay or cause to be laid any Dirt,
Dung, or other Filth in any Part of any Street, shall for every such Offence forfeit and
pay a Sum not exceeding Ten Shillings.

XCIII Commissioners may cause public Conveniences to be erected.

The Commissioners may erect such public Urinals within the Limits of the special
Act, and in such Situations as they think fit, and may defray the Expence thereof,
and of keeping the same in good Order, and may make Compensation for any Injury
occasioned to any Person by the Erection thereof, out of the Monies to be levied under
this and the special Act.
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XCIV Commissioners to cause Streets to be watered, and Wells, Pumps, &c. to be
provided.

The Commissioners shall, as often as Occasion requires, cause the Streets to be
watered, and they may contract with any Water Company or other Party for a Supply
of Water for that Purpose, and for cleansing the Sewers and Drains; and, if necessary,
they may place Pipes, Conduits, and Pumps in any of the Streets, or provide any other
Works and Engines proper for that Purpose, and remove and alter the same when and
as they think proper.

XCV Commissioners to appoint Scavengers.

The Commissioners shall appoint and employ a sufficient Number of Scavengers,
or contract with any Company or other Person to employ Scavengers, for sweeping,
cleansing, and watering the Streets, and for removing all Dust, Ashes, Rubbish, and
Filth therefrom, and from the Houses and Tenements therein, and for emptying Privies
and Cesspools, in the Manner by this or the special Act directed; and such Scavengers
shall, on such Days and at such Hours, and in such Manner as the Commissioners
from Time to Time appoint, sufficiently execute all such Works and Duties as they
have respectively contracted or been employed to perform; and every such Contractor
who fails to sweep and properly cleanse or water any Street which he has contracted to
sweep, cleanse, or water, or who fails to clean out and empty any Privy, Cesspool, or
Sewer which he has contracted to clean out and empty, at the Time and in the Manner
appointed by the Commissioners, or to collect or remove any Dirt, Ashes, or Rubbish
which he has contracted to remove at the Time and in the Manner prescribed by the
Commissioners for that Purpose, or who lays any of such Soil, Dust, Ashes, Rubbish,
or Filth in any other Place than such as are appointed by the Commissioners for that
Purpose, shall for every such Offence be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds.

XCVI Penalty for obstructing Scavengers.

Every Occupier of any Building or Land within the said Limits, and every other
Person, who refuses to permit the said Scavengers to remove such Dirt, Ashes, or
Rubbish as by this or the special Act they are authorized to do, or who obstructs the
said Scavengers in the Performance of their Duty, shall for every such Offence be
liable to a Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds.

XCVII Penalty on Persons other than Scavengers removing Dirt.

Every Person, other than the Person employed by the Commissioners, or by some
Person contracting with the Commissioners for that Purpose, who collects or carries
away any Night Soil, Dust, Ashes, Rubbish, or Filth by this or the special Act directed
to be removed by Persons employed by the Commissioners, from any Street or public
Place within the Limits of the special Act, shall be liable to a Penalty not exceeding
Forty Shillings for every such Offence.

XCVIIIPenalty for conveying offensive Matter at improper Times.

The Commissioners may from Time to Time fix the Hours within which only it shall
be lawful to empty Privies or remove offensive Matter within the Limits of the special
Act; and when : the Commissioners have fixed such Hours, and given public Notice;
thereof, every Person who within the Limits of the special Act empties or begins
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to empty any Privy, or removes along any Thoroughfare within the said Limits any
offensive Matter, at any Time except within the Hours so fixed, and also every Person
who at any Time, whether such Hours have been fixed by the Commissioners or not,
uses for any such Purpose any Cart or Carriage not having a Covering proper for
preventing the Escape of the Contents of such Cart, or of the Stench thereof, or who
wilfully slops or spills any such offensive Matter in the Removal thereof, or who does
not carefully sweep and clean every Place in which any such offensive Matter has been
placed, or unavoidably slopped or spilled, shall be liable to a Penalty hot exceeding
Forty Shillings, and in default of the Apprehension of the actual Offender the Driver'
or Person having the Care of the Cart or Carriage employed for any such Purpose shall
be deemed to be the Offender.


