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Statutory Instruments Act 1946
1946 CHAPTER 36

4 Statutory Instruments which are required to be laid before Parliament

(1) Where by this Act or any Act passed after the commencement of this Act any statutory
instrument is required to be laid before Parliament after being made, a copy of the
instrument shall be laid before each House of Parliament and, subject as hereinafter
provided, shall be so laid before the instrument comes into operation:

Provided that if it is essential that any such instrument should come into operation
before copies thereof can be so laid as aforesaid, the instrument may be made so as
to come into operation before it has been so laid; and where any statutory instrument
comes into operation before it is laid before Parliament, notification shall forthwith
be sent to the Lord Chancellor and to the Speaker of the House of Commons drawing
attention to the fact that copies of the instrument have yet to be laid before Parliament
and explaining why such copies were not so laid before the instrument came into
operation.

(2) Every copy of any such statutory instrument sold by the King's printer of Acts of
Parliament shall bear on the face thereof—

(a) a statement showing the date on which the statutory instrument came or will
come into operation ; and

(b) either a statement showing the date on which copies thereof were laid before
Parliament or a statement that such copies are to be laid before Parliament.

(3) Where any Act passed before the date of the commencement of this Act contains
provisions requiring that any Order in Council or other document made in exercise
of any power conferred by that or any other Act be laid before Parliament after being
made, any statutory instrument made in exercise of that power shall by virtue of this
Act be laid before Parliament and the foregoing provisions of this section shall apply
thereto accordingly in substitution for any such provisions as aforesaid contained in
the Act passed before the said date.


