
Rivers (Prevention of Pollution) Act 1951 (c. 64)
FIRST SCHEDULE – Enactments replaced by this Act
Document Generated: 2023-10-05

1

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

S C H E D U L E S

FIRST SCHEDULE Section 1.

ENACTMENTS REPLACED BY THIS ACT
Section sixty-nine of the Public Health Act, 1875.
The Rivers Pollution Prevention Act, 1876 (except section seven).
The West Riding of Yorkshire Rivers Act, 1894.
Subsection (2) of section eight of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1923.
Sections twenty-one to twenty-six of (the Essex County Council Act, 1933.
Part IV of the Lancashire County Council (Rivers Board and General Powers) Act,
Sections one hundred and forty-eight, one hundred and forty-nine and one hundred and
fifty-one to one hundred and fifty-five of the Middlesex County Council Act, 1944.
Sections thirty-nine to forty-five of the Cumberland County Council Act, 1948.
Such other enactments contained in amy loead Act or statutory order as may be added to
this Schedule by an order of the Minister (which shall be made by statutory instrument
and, if objected to by any authority authorised to enforce this Act and having functions
under the local Act or statutory order, or by any local authority having such functions,
shall be subject to special parliamentary procedure).

SECOND SCHEDULE Section 1.

TRANSITIONAL AND OTHER CONSEQUENTIAL PROVISIONS

Adaptations of River Boards Act, 1948
1 (1) The duty of a river board under subsection (1) of section nine of the River Boards

Act, 1948, in exercising the functions conferred on or transferred to them by that Act,
to conserve so far as practicable the water resources of their area shall apply also to
the exercise of their functions under this Act.

(2) Where, in the case of an area not included in a river board area before the coming
into force of this Act, functions under this Act which become exercisable by the
river board in relation to the area at the time when it is first so included, or functions
substantially 'the same under some other Act, cease at that time to be exercisable
in relation to the area by some other body, the provisions of the River Boards Act,
1948, relating to the transfer of functions to a river board by or under that Act ice
to maters arising out of any such transfer shall apply as if there were at that time a
transfer under section four of that Act to the river board of the functions in relation
to that area then ceasing to be exercisable by the other body.

2 (1) Notwithstanding anything in the River Boards Act, 1948, a river board area shall, for
the purposes of the functions of the river board relating to river pollution, include any
tidal waters or parts of the sea adjoining the coast of the river board area to Which
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any of the provisions of sections two to five or section seven of this Act for the time
being apply by virtue of an order under section six of this Act.

(2) Any tidal waters or parts of the sea adjoining the coast of a river board area shall be
deemed to be included in the expression " river, stream, watercourse or inland water
" for the purposes of the river board's powers under section fifteen of the said Act of
1948 (which gives power to take samples of effluents).

3 For the purposes of a river board's functions relating to river pollution, sections
sixteen and seventeen of the River Boards Act, 1948 (which confer powers of entry
and inspection and penalise persons obstructing the exercise of those powers), shall
apply in relation to vessels as they 'apply in relation to kind.

4 (1) In relation to a river board's bye-laws under this Act, subsection (4) of section
eighteen of the River Boards Act, 1948 (which provides among other things that
Ministers when confirming a river board's bye-laws may modify them, subject to
the consent of the river board), shall have effect with the substitution of the words
" after consultation with the river board " for the words "subject to the consent of
the river board."

(2) A river board's bye-laws under this Act shall not be confirmed under the said
subsection (4) without a public local inquiry, if any written objection to their
confirmation has been received by the Ministers and has not been withdrawn;

Provided that this sub-paragraph shall not apply to any objection if in the opinion of
the Ministers the person making it has no material interest in the stream or part of a
stream to which the bye-laws relate.

(3) Nothing in section thirty-four of the said Act of 1948. shall enable the powers of the
Ministers under that Act in relation to the making of bye-laws under this Act to be
exercised by one of them without the other.

(4) In this paragraph the expression " the Ministers " means the Minister and the Minister
of Agriculture and Fisheries.

Adaptations for Thames, Lee and London areas
5 (1) Where immediately before the coming into force of this Act the functions relating to

river pollution of the rivers authority for an excluded area are exercisable in relation
to any tidal waters in that area, those tidal waters shall be included in the expression
" stream " for the purposes of this Act.

(2) Subject to the foregoing sub-paragraph, sections two to eight of this Act (except the
last two subsections of section seven) shall apply in relation to any excluded area as if
it were a river board area and as if the rivers authority for the area were a river board.

(3) The Minister may by order direct that all or any of the provisions of sections fifteen
to twenty, section twenty-two and section twenty-four of the River Boards Act, 1948,
as amended by this Act (which sections contain supplementary provisions as to the
powers and procedure of river boards and similar matters) shall apply for the purpose
of the functions under this Act of the rivers authority for any excluded area as if
the authority were a river board and their area a river board area, subject to such
modifications as may be specified in the order.

(4) Where a local Act or statutory order, for the purpose of any functions of a rivers
authority relating to river pollution, made provision similar to any of the said
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provisions of the River Boards Act, 1948, an order of the Minister under the last
foregoing sub-paragraph may apply the provision so made, instead of that of the said
Act of 1948, or may apply the provision of the said Act of 1948 for the purpose of
any functions of the rivers authority to which the provision made by the local Act or
statutory order applied, as well as for the purpose of 'their functions under this Act.

(5) In this paragraph, the expression " rivers authority " means, in relation to any
excluded area, the authority by which this Act is to be enforced in that area.

6 All payments by the Conservators of the River Thames for and on account of this
Act shad be made out of the conservancy fund within the meaning of section one
hundred and eighty-nine of the Thames Conservancy Act, 1932.

General transitional provisions
7 (1) A person who brings into use any new or altered outlet for the discharge of trade or

sewage effluent to any waters in or adjoining the coast of any area, or begins to make
any new discharge of trade or sewage effluent to any such waters, shall be deemed
for the purposes of section seven of this Act to do so with the consent of the river
board (or, in a case to which the penultimate subsection of that section applies, to
have complied with that subsection) if—

(a) he does so within three months of the time when the area is first included
in a river board area ; and

(b) where he was or but for this Act would have been required to give notice of
his intention so to do by a provision corresponding to the said section seven
which immediately before that time was in force in that area, he complied
with the requirements of that provision.

(2) For the purposes of this paragraph the provisions corresponding to section seven
of this Act shall be taken to be subsection (2) of section eight of the Salmon and
Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1923, and any similar provision contained in a local Act
or statutory order and requiring notice to be given to the council of a county, county
borough or county district, or to a joint board or joint committee of any such councils,
for the purpose of their functions relating to river pollution.

(3) This paragraph shall not apply to any area originally excluded from section one of
the River Boards Act, 1948.

8 (1) Any proceedings begun before the coining into force of this Act—
(a) for an order of the county court under section ten of the Rivers Pollution

Prevention Act, 1876 ; or
(b) for an order of the county court or of a court of summary jurisdiction under

any similar provision contained in a local Act or statutory order;
may be carried on, and any order made in any such proceedings (whether before
or after the coming into force of this Act) shall continue in force, and any further
proceedings may be had by virtue of or in relation to any order so made, as if this
Act had not been passed.

(2) Subsection (2) of section three of this Act shall apply to any such order as is
mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) of the foregoing sub-paragraph, as it applies to an
order under subsection (1) of that section.

9 Any order under section twenty of the Rivers Pollution Prevention Act, 1876, or
under section fifty-five of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1923, which
is in force at the coming into force of this Act shall have effect, for the purposes of



4 Rivers (Prevention of Pollution) Act 1951 (c. 64)
THIRD SCHEDULE – Repeals

Document Generated: 2023-10-05
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

this Act, as if it were an order under section six of this Act and extended sections
two to five and section seven (except the two last subsections) of this Act to the
waters which, by virtue of the order, were included in the definition of " stream "
for the purposes of the said Act of 1876.

10 Where by any provision contained in a local Act or statutory order power is
immediately before the coming into force of this Act conferred on a body carrying
on a water undertaking to enforce the Rivers Pollution Prevention Act, 1876, for the
protection of that undertaking, then that provision shall have effect as if it conferred
on that body power to enforce section two of this Act for the same purposes and
subject to the same conditions and restrictions, if any (other (than the conditions
and restrictions imposed by the said Act of 1876), and accordingly for the purpose
of proceedings taken in the exercise of that power—

(a) subsection (1) of section eight of this Act shall not apply ; and
(b) section three and subsections (2) and (5) of section eight of this Act shall

apply as if references to a river board were references to that body.

Power to make further provision with respect to local Acts and statutory orders
11 (1) The Minister may by order make such further provision as appears to him necessary

or expedient in consequence of this Act for adapting to this Act any local Act or
statutory order which contains provisions relating to river pollution, for amending
or repealing any such Act or order and for making any savings or additional savings
from the effect of any repeal made by or under this Act of the whole or part of
any such Act or lorder, including any provision appearing to him to be necessary or
expedient as aforesaid by reason of any order made or proposed to be made under
section seven of the River Boards Act, 1948 (which provides for bringing into river
board areas areas originally excluded from section one of that Act), or under any
other provision of this Act.

(2) Any order made under this paragraph, with respect to any local Act or statutory order,
if objected to by any authority authorised to enforce this Act and having functions
under the local Act or statutory order, or by any local authority having such functions,
shall be subject to special parliamentary procedure.

Supplementary
12 (1) Any order of the Minister under this Schedule may be varied or revoked by a

subsequent order made by him.

(2) Any power of the Minister to make an order under this Schedule shall be exercisable
by statutory instrument.

THIRD SCHEDULE Section 12.

REPEALS

Session and Chapter Short Title Extent of Repeal
38 & 39 Vict. c. 55. The Public Health Act, 1875. Section sixty-nine, except

as respects proceedings

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1875/55
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Session and Chapter Short Title Extent of Repeal
instituted before the coming
into force of this Act.

39 & 40 Vict. c. 75. The Rivers Pollution
Prevention Act, 1876.

The whole Act, except
section seven.

51 & 52 Vict. c. 41. The Local Government Act.
1888.

Section fourteen.

56 & 57 Vict. c. 31. The Rivers Pollution
Prevention Act, 1893.

The whole Act.

57 & 58 Vict. c. clxvi. The West Riding of Yorkshire
Rivers Act. 1894.

The whole Act, except
section four.

61 & 62 Vict. c. 34. The Rivers Pollution Pre-
vention (Border Councils)
Act, 1898.

The whole Act.

13 & 14 Geo. 5. c. 16. The Salmon and Freshwater
Fisheries Act, 1923.

Subsection (2) of section
eight and section fifty-five.

20 & 21 Geo. 5. c. 44. The Land Drainage Act,
1930.

Section fifty-six;
paragraph (a) of, and the
proviso to, section seventy-
three.

23 & 24 Geo. 5. c. xlv. The Essex County Council
Act, 1933.

Sections twenty-one to
twenty-six; in section
thirty, paragraph (c)
of subsection (1) and
subsection (6); sections
thirty-one, thirty-two,
thirty-six and thirty-seven;
subsection (1) of section
forty-three; in subsection (1)
of section forty-seven,
the words " pollution or
"; in section fifty-one the
words " the Rivers Pollution
Prevention Acts, 1876 and
1893, or"; subsection (2) of
section fifty-two.

24 & 25 Geo. 5. c. 40. The Administration of Justice
(Appeals) Act, 1934.

In Part I of the Schedule,
the entry relating to section
eleven of the Rivers Pollution
Prevention Act. 1876.

1 & 2 Geo. 6. c. xciv. The Lancashire County
Council (Rivers Board and
General Powers) Act, 1938.

Section six; Part IV; section
seventy-four; Part VII.

7 & 8 Geo. 6. c. xxi. The Middlesex County
Council Act, 1944.

Sections one hundred and
forty-eight, one hundred
and forty-nine, one hundred
and fifty-one to one hundred

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1876/75
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1888/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1893/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1894/166
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1898/34
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1923/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1930/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1933/45
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1934/40
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1938/94
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1944/21
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Session and Chapter Short Title Extent of Repeal
and fifty-five, and one
hundred and fifty-seven;
in subsection (1) of section
one hundred and sixty-one,
the words "pollution or ";
paragraphs (2) and (3) of
and the proviso to section
one hundred and sixty-five;
in section one hundred and
seventy-one the words "
under the Rivers Pollution
Prevention Acts, 1876 and
1893, or"; subsection (1)
to the last " and " and
subsection (2) of section one
hundred and seventy-seven.

11 & 12 Geo. 6. c. 32. The River Boards Act, 1948. In subsection (1) of section
four the words " section
sixty-nine of the Public
Health Act, 1875, the Rivers
Pollution Prevention Act,
1876, and"; paragraph (b)
of subsection (1) of section
five; subsection (1) of section
thirty-seven; in the Third
Schedule, in paragraph 2
the word " fifty-six ", in
paragraph 10 the words "
subsection (1) of section
fifty-five ", paragraph
14 (except as respects
proceedings instituted before
the coming into force of this
Act) and paragraphs 15 and
16.

11 & 12 Geo. 6. c. xliii. The Cumberland County
Council Act, 1948.

Sections thirty-nine to
forty-five; in section forty-
six, paragraphs (b) and
(c) of subsection (1) and
subsection (6); sections
forty-seven and forty-eight;
subsection (2) of section
fifty-three; in section eighty-
four, paragraphs (1), (2), (3)
and (5) and in paragraph (4)
the words " and section forty
(notice for discontinuance of
pollution)".

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1948/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1948/43
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TABLE OF STATUTES REFERRED TO IN THIS ACT

Short Title Session and Chapter
Public Health Act, 1875 38 & 39 Vict. c. 55.
Rivers Pollution Prevention Act, 1876 39 & 40 Vict. c. 75.
Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888 51 & 52 Vict. c. 25.
Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 57 & 58 Vict. c. 60.
West Riding of Yorkshire Rivers Act, 1894 57 & 58 Vict. c. clxvi.
Rivers Pollution Prevention (Border
Councils) Act, 1898.

61 & 62 Vict. c. 34.

Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1923. 13 & 14 Geo. 5. c. 16.
Thames Conservancy Act, 1932 22 & 23 Geo. 5. c. xxxvii.
Essex County Council Act, 1933 23 & 24 Geo. 5. c. xlv.
Public Health Act, 1936 26 Geo. 5. & 1 Edw. 8. c. 49.
Lancashire County Council (Rivers Board
and General Powers) Act, 1938.

1 & 2 Geo. 6. c. xciv.

Middlesex County Council Act, 1944 7 & 8 Geo. 6. c. xxi.
Water Act, 1945 8 & 9 Geo. 6. c. 42.
New Towns Act, 1946 9 & 10 Geo. 6. c. 68.
River Boards Act, 1948 11 & 12 Geo. 6. c. 32.
Cumberland County Council Act, 1948 11 & 12 Geo. 6. c. xliii.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1875/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1876/75
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1888/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1894/60
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1898/34
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1923/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1932/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1933/45
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1936/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1938/94
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1944/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1945/42
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1946/68
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1948/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/1948/43

