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Sea Fish Industry Act 1951

1951 CHAPTER 30 14 and 15 Geo 6

An Act to make provision for the reorganization, development and regulation of the
white fish industry; to amend the law relating to fishery harbours, the catching and
landing of sea fish and other matters affecting or connected with the sea fishing and
whaling industries; to abolish the Scottish Fisheries Advisory Council; and for purposes
connected therewith. [10th May 1951]

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1  Act: transfer of certain functions (1.7.1999) by 1999/672, art. 2, Sch. 1

Commencement Information
I Act Wholly in force at Royal Assent

PART I IR €
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Textual Amendments
F1  Ss. 1-20 repealed by Sea Fish Industry Act 1970 (c. 11), Sch. 6 Pt. I
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PART II I8 €

MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS OF PREVIOUS ACTS

21 Fishery harbours.

(1) Where, under or by virtue of any such Act or order relating to the construction,
improvement, management or maintenance of any harbour as is hereafter mentioned in
this section, anything is required or authorized to be done by, to or before the Minister
of Transport, or by, to or before the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, then subject
to this section that Act or order shall be taken as requiring or authorizing it to be done
by, to or before whichever of those Ministers is the appropriate Minister for the time
being in the case of that harbour, and any provision of the Act or order which refers or
is to be taken as referring to either of those Ministers or to the Ministry of Transport
or of Agriculture and Fisheries shall be construed accordingly.

(2) For the purposes of the foregoing subsection, the appropriate Minister shall be the
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries in the case of any harbour if, but only if, the
harbour is for the time being a fishery harbour.

(3) The Acts and orders referred to in subsection (1) of this section are any order
made before the passing of this Act under the “'General Pier and Harbour Act
1861 (including that Act as amended by the YGeneral Pier and Harbour Act 1861,
Amendment Act 1862, or the “Fishery Harbours Act 1915), any Act confirming a
provisional order so made and any local Act passed before this Act:

Provided that in the case of a local Act divided into Parts the said subsection (1) shall
not apply to any of the Parts which does not relate to the matters referred to in that
subsection.

[F3(4) In section two of the “Fishery Harbours Act 1915, there shall cease to have effect so
much of paragraph (1) as excepts sections seven to sixteen of the ¥ General Pier and
Harbour Act 1861, Amendment Act 1862, from the provision made by that paragraph
for the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries to act instead of the Minister of Transport

in the case of a fishery harbour; but section two of the said Act of 1915—

(a) shall not affect the operation, in relation to works wholly or partly below
high water mark of ordinary spring tides, of sections seven to ten of the
second-mentioned Act (which relate to the approval of plans, the restoration
or removal of disused works and similar matters), or the operation of section
eleven of that Act (which relates to the display of lights for the guidance of
shipping); and

(b) shall apply to sections fourteen to sixteen of that Act (which relate to
the revision of the rates taken by the undertakers at a harbour and to the
undertakers’ accounts and their auditing) if the undertakers are concerned only
with a fishery harbour or harbours, but not otherwise.

Any transfer by virtue of this subsection from one of the said Ministers to the other
of functions under the said sections seven to sixteen shall be without prejudice to the
validity of anything done before the transfer.]

(5) Where there is in a harbour a pleasure pier which is not used or adapted for use as
a landing place for goods or passengers, and is under the jurisdiction of undertakers
other than the harbour authority, nothing [ in section two of the said Act of 1915
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or] in subsection (1) of this section shall affect the operation of any Act or order in
relation to those undertakers or to their undertaking or works.

(6) The foregoing provisions of this section shall come into force on the expiration of

three months from the passing of this Act, and do not apply to harbours in Scotland
or in Northern Ireland.

(7) In this section the expression “harbour” includes any haven, cove or other landing

place, and the expression “fishery harbour” means a small harbour which in the
opinion of ["*the Secretary of State] is principally used by the fishing industry.

(8) The harbours in England and Wales which at the beginning of the year nineteen

hundred and fifty-one were fishery harbours are named in the Fourth Schedule to this
Act, and a harbour shall not be deemed to have become or to have ceased to be a fishery
harbour since the beginning of that year for the purposes [ either] of this section [“or
of the M*Fishery Harbours Act 1915] (the main effect of which is to provide that, in
the case of fishery harbours, orders under the said Act of 1861 are to be made by the
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries instead of the Minister of Transport) until it is
declared to have done so by an order under this section.

(9) Except as may be provided by any order under this section, subsection (1) of it shall

not affect the operation, in relation—

(a) to matters involving or arising out of any interference with tidal lands or tidal
waters or the space over or under them, or with access to tidal lands or tidal
waters, or to matters connected with the safety or guidance of shipping;

(b) to the coast guard, or to lifeboats or life saving apparatus, appliances or
equipment;

(c) torailways or tramways;

of any provision of an Act or order referred to in that subsection (not being a provision
as to the making, revocation or validity of bye-laws), nor take away from officers of
the Ministry of Transport rights exercisable for the purpose of functions conferred
otherwise than by the Acts or orders so referred to.

(10) Provision may be made by an order under this section—

(a) for excepting from the operation of subsection (1) of this section any such
functions of the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries or the Minister of
Transport as may be specified in the order and any such provisions relating to
those functions or matters connected therewith as may be so specified;

(b) for any transitional matters arising on any transfer of functions under that
subsection.

(11) Any order under this section may be varied or revoked by a subsequent order.

(12) Orders under this section shall be made by statutory instrument by [*the Secretary

of State].

Subordinate Legislation Made

P1

S. 21: power previously exercised by S.I. 1951/1678, 1961/2194 and 1968/1886

Textual Amendments

F2

S. 21(4) repealed (E.W.S.) (15.7.1992) by Transport and Works Act 1992 (c. 42), s. 68(1), Sch. 4 Pt. 2;
S.I. 1992/1347, art. 2, Sch. (with art. 3)
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F3

F4
F5

Words in s. 21(5)(8) repealed (E.W.S.) (15.7.1992) by Transport and Works Act 1992 (c. 42), s. 68(1),
Sch. 4 Pt. 2; S.I. 1992/1347, art. 2, Sch. (with art. 3)

Words in s. 21(7) substituted (3.12.2001) by S.I. 2001/3503, art. 5, Sch. para. 1(2)

Words in s. 21(12) substituted (3.12.2001) by S.I. 2001/3503, art. 5, Sch. para. 1(3)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C2

C3

C4
Cs

Coé

Cc7

Functions of Minister of Transport now exercisable by Secretary of State: S.I. 1953/1204 (1953 I, p.
1225), art. 3, 1959/1768 (1959 1, p. 1793), art. 3(2) and 1970/1681, art. 2(1)

Functions of Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food under s. 21(1) now exercisable (W.) by
Secretary of State: S.I. 1978/272, art. 2, Sch. 1

S. 21: functions of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food transferred to the Secretary of State
(3.12.2001) by S.1. 2001/3503, arts. 2(1)(a), 3

Definition of “fishery harbour” in s. 21 applied (E.W.S.) by Ports Act 1991 (c. 52, SIF 58), s. 20(2)
By S.I. 1955/554, art. 3(1) it is provided that the style and title of the Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries be changed to “the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food” and his department known
as the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

S. 21: transfer of functions (1.4.2018) by Wales Act 2017 (c. 4), ss. 29(2)(a), 71(4) (with Sch. 7 paras.
1,6,9); S.I. 2017/1179, reg. 3(g) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2018/278, reg. 2,
Sch.)

S. 21(8) extended by Harbours Act 1964 (c. 40), s. 39(4)

Marginal Citations

M1
M2
M3
M4
MsS
Mé

1861 c. 45.
1862 c. 19.
1915 c. 48.
1915 c. 48.
1862 c. 19.
1915 c. 48.

22,23 e o

Textual Amendments

Fe

Ss. 22, 23 repealed by Sea Fish (Conservation) Act 1967 (c. 84), Sch.

Textual Amendments

F7

Xlzs

S. 24 repealed by Sea Fish Industry Act 1970 (c. 11), Sch. 6 Pt. I

Appointment of sea-fishery officers.

[**The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food] and the Secretary of State shall
each have power to appoint officers to be British sea-fishery officers, and accordingly
any reference in any enactment to British sea-fishery officers shall be construed as
referring to officers appointed under this section as well as to the officers mentioned
in subsection (2) of section eleven of the "'Sea-Fisheries Act 1883.
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Editorial Information
X1  S. 25 amended by Sea Fish Industry Act 1962 (c. 31), s. 18; repealed (prosp.) by Sea Fisheries Act
1968 (c. 77), s. 23(2), Sch. 2 Pt.IT

Textual Amendments
F8 Words substituted by virtue of S.I. 1955/554 (1955 1, p. 1201), art. 3

Marginal Citations
M7 1883 c.22.

Textual Amendments
F9  S. 26 repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1981 (c. 19), s. 1(1), Sch. 1 Pt. XII
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Textual Amendments
F10 S. 27 repealed (5.11.1993) by 1993, c. 50, s. 1(1), Sch. 1 Pt. I

1 PP UK. |

Textual Amendments
F11 S. 28 repealed by Sea Fish Industry Act 1970 (c. 11), Sch. 6 Pt. I

PART 111 B8 'S
SUPPLEMENTARY
29 +Short title and repeal.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Sea Fish Industry Act 1951.
(2) F12

Textual Amendments
F12 S.29(2) repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1974 (c. 22), Sch. Pt. XI
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SCHEDULES

FFBEIRST—THIRD
SCHEDULES

Textual Amendments
F13 Schs. 1-3 repealed by Sea Fish Industry Act 1970 (c. 11), Sch. 6 Pt. I

FOURTH SCHEDULE

Section 21.

LIST OF FISHERY HARBOURS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

Northumberland Sussex Devon (North)

Holy Island Rye Clovelly

Seahouses (North Hastings

Sunderland) Eastbourne

Beadnell Selsey Carmarthen

Newton-by-the-Sea Ferryside

Craster

Boulmer Isle of Wight

Alnmouth Sandown Pembroke

Newbiggin-by-Sea Saundersfoot

Cullercoats Tenby
Hampshire Stackpole Quay

Yorkshire Mudeford Solva

Redcar (Christchurch) Porthclais

Saltburn Porthgain

Staithes

Runswick Bay Dorset

Whitby Swanage Cardigan

Robin Hood Bay Chapman’s Pool New Quay

Scarborough Lulworth Cove Aberayron
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Filey Aberystwyth
Flamborough North
Landing Devon (South)
Flamborough South Axmouth Merioneth
Landing Beer Aberdovey
Bridlington Budleigh Salterton Barmouth
Withernsea Lympstone
Topsham
Norfolk Brixham Caernarvon
Thornham Harbour Hope Cove Pwllheli
Brancaster Staithe Rhiw (Port Nigel)
Burnham Overy Abersoch
Wells Cornwall Aberdaron
Morston Creek Looe Bardsey Island
Blakeney Polperro Nevin
Cley Mevagissey Trevor
Sheringham Gorran Haven Conway
Cromer Portloe
Portscatho
Suffolk Coverack Flint
Southwold Cadgwith Rhyl
Aldeburgh Mullion
Bawdsey Haven Porthleven Cheshire
Newlyn Parkgate
Essex Mousehole Hoylake
Leigh on Sea Penberth
Porthgwarra Lancashire
Kent Sennen Cove Southport
Hythe St. Ives Lytham
Dungeness Port Isaac Morecambe
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F14F14FIFTH
SCHEDULE

Textual Amendments
F14 Sch. 5 repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1974 (c. 22), Sch. Pt. XI
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