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Criminal Justice Act 1948
1948 CHAPTER 58

PART I

POWERS AND PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS.

Powers relating to young offenders.

19 Attendance at an attendance centre.

(1) Where a court of summary jurisdiction has power, or would but for section seventeen
of this Act have power, to impose imprisonment on a person who is not less than twelve
but under twenty-one years of age, or to deal with any such person under section six
of this Act for failure to comply with any of the requirements of a probation order, the
court may, if it has been notified by the Secretary of State that an attendance centre is
available for the reception from that court of persons of his class or description, order
him to attend at such a centre, to be specified in the order, for such number of hours,
not exceeding twelve in the aggregate, as may be so specified:

Provided that no such order shall be made in the case of a person who has been
previously sentenced to imprisonment, Borstal training or detention in a detention
centre, or has been ordered to be sent to an approved school.

(2) The times at which an offender is required to attend at an attendance centre by virtue
of an order made under this section shall be such as to avoid interference, so far as
practicable, with his school hours or working hours, and the first such time shall be
specified in the order (being a time at which the centre is available for the attendance
of the offender in accordance with the notification of the Secretary of State) and the
subsequent times shall be fixed by the officer in charge of the centre, having regard
to the offender's circumstances:

Provided that an offender shall not be required under this section to attend at an
attendance centre on more than one occasion on any day, or for more than three hours
on any occasion.
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(3) The court by which an order has been made under subsection (1) of this section, or
any justice acting for the petty sessional division or place for which that court acts,
may, on the application of the offender or of the officer in charge of the attendance
centre specified in the order—

(a) by order discharge the order; or
(b) by order vary the day or hour specified therein for the offender's first

attendance at the centre;
and where the application is made by the said officer, the court or justice may deal
with it without summoning the offender.

(4) Where an order is made under subsection (1) or subsection (3) of this section, the clerk
to the justices shall deliver or send a copy of the order to the officer in charge of the
attendance centre specified therein, and shall also deliver a copy to the offender or
send a copy by registered post addressed to the offender's last or usual place of abode.

(5) Where a person has been ordered to attend at an attendance centre in default of the
payment of any sum of money then—

(a) on payment of the whole sum to any person authorised to receive it, the order
shall cease to have effect;

(b) on the payment of a part of the said sum as aforesaid, the total number of
hours for which the offender is required to attend at the centre shall be reduced
proportionately, that is to say by such number of complete hours as bears to
the said total number the proportion most nearly approximating to, without
exceeding, the proportion which the part paid bears to the said sum.

(6) Provision may be made by rules under section twenty-nine of the Summary
Jurisdiction Act, 1879, as to the application of sums paid under the last foregoing
subsection and for determining the persons authorised to receive such payments and
the conditions under which such payments may be made.

(7) Where an order under subsection (1) of this section has been made and it appears on
information to a justice acting for the petty sessional division or place for which the
court which made the order acts that the person in whose case the order was made—

(a) has failed without reasonable excuse to attend at the centre in accordance with
the order; or

(b) while attending at the centre has committed a breach of the rules made under
section fifty-two of this Act which cannot be adequately dealt with under those
rules;

the justice may issue a summons requiring the offender to appear at the place and time
specified therein before a court of summary jurisdiction for the petty sessional division
or place for which the justice acts, or may, if the information is in writing and on oath,
issue a warrant for his arrest requiring him to be brought before such a court.

(8) If it is proved to the satisfaction of the court before which an offender appears or is
brought under the last foregoing subsection that he has failed to attend as aforesaid,
or has committed such a breach of rules as aforesaid, that court may revoke the order
requiring his attendance at the attendance centre and deal with him in any manner in
which he could have been dealt with by the court which made the order if the order
had not been made.


