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National Assistance Act 1948
1948 CHAPTER 29

PART IV

GENERAL AND SUPPLEMENTARY.

Miscellaneous.

48 Duty of councils to provide temporary protection for property of persons
admitted to hospitals, etc.

(1) Where a person—
(a) is admitted as a patient to any hospital, or
(b) is admitted to accommodation provided under Part III of this Act, or
(c) is removed to any other place under an order made under subsection (3) of

the last foregoing section,
and it appears to the council that there is danger of loss of, or damage to, any movable
property of his by reason of his temporary or permanent inability to protect or deal
with the property, and that no other suitable arrangements have been or are being made
for the purposes of this subsection, it shall be the duty of the council to take reasonable
steps to prevent or mitigate the loss or damage.

(2) For the purpose of discharging the said duty, the council shall have power at all
reasonable times to enter any premises which immediately before the person was
admitted or removed as aforesaid were his place of residence or usual place of
residence, and to deal with any movable property of his in any way which is reasonably
necessary to prevent or mitigate loss thereof or damage thereto.

(3) A council may recover from a person admitted or removed as aforesaid, or from any
person who for the purposes of this Act is liable to maintain him, any reasonable
expenses incurred by the council in relation to him under the foregoing provisions of
this section.



2 National Assistance Act 1948 (c. 29)
PART IV – General and Supplementary.

Document Generated: 2023-07-11
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted). This

item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

(4) In this section the expression " council " means in relation to any property the council
of the county, county borough or large burgh in the area of which the property is for
the time being situated.


