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National Assistance Act 1948
1948 CHAPTER 29

PART II

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE.

The National Assistance Board.

2 The National Assistance Board.

(1) The Assistance Board shall be known as the National Assistance Board, and in
addition to the functions for the time being exercisable under any other enactment
shall exercise the functions conferred on them by the following provisions of this Act.

(2) The National Assistance Board (hereafter in this Act referred to as " the Board ") shall
exercise their functions in such manner as shall best promote the welfare of persons
affected by the exercise thereof.

(3) For the purpose of securing the prompt discharge of their functions under this Act, the
Board shall by regulations provide for the local administration of their said functions,
and in particular, but subject to any arrangements for the discharge thereof by officers
of another Government department or of a local authority, for the discharge by local
officers of the Board of the functions of the Board in relation to applications for
assistance and the decision of all questions arising thereon.

(4) Annual reports on the activities of the Board shall be made by the Board to the Minister
of National Insurance, and the said Minister shall lay each report of the Board under
this subsection before Parliament.

(5) The constitution and proceedings of the Board shall continue to be governed by the
provisions set out in the First Schedule to this Act. being the provisions in that behalf
of the Unemployment Assistance Act, 1934.
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3 Advisory committees.

(1) For the purpose of securing that full use is made of the advice and assistance, both on
general questions and on difficult individual cases, of persons having local' knowledge
and experience in matters affecting the functions of the Board, the Board shall arrange
for the establishment of advisory committees throughout Great Britain to act for such
areas as the Board think fit.

(2) The Board shall pay to members of advisory committees appointed by the Board
such travelling and other allowances (including compensation for loss of remunerative
time) as the Board, after consultation with the Minister of National Insurance and with
the consent of the Treasury may determine.


