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Agriculture Act 1947
1947 CHAPTER 48

PART IV

SMALLHOLDINGS.

Financial provisions.

58 Contributions by Minister to losses incurred by smallholdings authorities.

(1) Where a smallholdings authority have after the commencement of this Part of this
Act formulated proposals for the provision of smallholdings or for the laying out,
alteration or ; equipment of smallholdings provided by the authority, and it appears to
the authority that the proposals are likely to involve '. them in a loss, they may submit
to the Minister estimates, in such form and containing such particulars as the Minister
may prescribe, of the expenditure which the proposals will involve, whether on capital
or revenue account, and of the receipts which will accrue from the proposals, whether
by way of rent or otherwise.

(2) Where estimates are submitted to the Minister under the last foregoing subsection,
the Minister may approve the proposals and estimates either with or without
modifications, and if the proposals are carried out as approved by the Minister, the
Minister may, subject to such conditions as to records, certificates, audit and otherwise
as he may with the approval of the Treasury prescribe, make or undertake to make
contributions towards losses incurred by the smallholdings authority in the carrying
out of the proposals.

(3) Subject to the provisions of the next following subsection, contributions made by the
Minister under this section to any authority shall be annual contributions not exceeding
three-quarters of the amount by which in carrying out the proposals in question the
authority's receipts in respect of the year for which each contribution is made, as
estimated in the estimates approved under subsection (2) of this section, fall short of
their expenditure in respect of the said year, as estimated as aforesaid:

Provided that in so far as the said expenditure consists of the payment of interest
or sinking fund charges on moneys borrowed for the purpose of carrying out the
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proposals, the amount thereof shall be calculated for the purposes of this subsection
by reference to the actual amount of the moneys so borrowed.

(4) The Minister shall not make an annual contribution under this section for any year
earlier than the first year in which in his opinion the proposals of the smallholdings
authority have been brought into full operation ; but in respect of all such earlier years
taken together the Minister may make to the authority a contribution not exceeding
three-quarters of the amount by which the actual receipts of the authority in respect of
those years in carrying out the proposals fall short of their actual expenditure in respect
of those years in the carrying out thereof, the said expenditure being calculated, in so
far as it consists of expenses of management, in such manner as the authority may
with the approval of the Minister determine.

(5) Where a smallholdings authority have submitted estimates under subsection (1) of this
section in connection with any proposals, and the authority subsequently vary their
proposals, the authority shall submit to the Minister such estimates in relation to the
proposals as varied as are specified in subsection (1) of this section ; and—

(a) the foregoing provisions of this section shall apply, in relation to the making
of contributions in respect of any period after the submission of the last-
mentioned estimates, as if those estimates and the proposals as varied had
been the original estimates and proposals of the authority ;

(b) the Minister may vary any agreement to make contributions made by him
under this section accordingly.

(6) Where the Minister is satisfied that a smallholdings authority has reasonably incurred
expenses in connection with the preparation of such proposals and estimates as
aforesaid, or in connection with preparations for the acquisition of land for the
purposes of any such proposals, and the proposals are not carried out, the Minister may
make to the authority a contribution towards the expenses of an amount not exceeding
three-quarters thereof.

(7) The Minister may with the approval of the Treasury make regulations for the purposes
of the foregoing provisions of this section, and in particular such regulations—

(a) may make provision for treating the submission of a scheme which is
approved under section fifty of this Act as if it were the submission of
estimates under subsection (1) or subsection (5) of this section, and for
withholding or reducing contributions where the approval of the Minister
is not obtained under the said section fifty or where in any other respect a
smallholdings authority do not comply with any requirement imposed on them
by or under this Part of this Act in relation to smallholdings provided by them ;

(b) may empower the Minister, as a condition of consenting to the sale, letting
or appropriation of any of the land to which estimates submitted under this
section relate, to require the submission to him of revised estimates, and may
provide for the adjustment of any contributions in accordance with revised
estimates so submitted ;

(c) may make provision as to the making of applications for the payment of
contributions agreed to be made by the Minister under this section and as to
the time at which payments of contributions under this section may be made.

59 Winding-up of Small Holdings and Allotments Account.

The Small Holdings and Allotments Account shall, in accordance with directions of
the Treasury, be wound up as at such date as the Treasury may direct, being a date not
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later than the end of the financial year next after that in which this Part of this Act
comes into operation, and—

(a) any payments which apart from this section would be authorised to be paid out
of that Account shall, if falling due after that date, be defrayed out of moneys
provided by Parliament ;

(b) any balance in the said Account at that date, and any receipts of the
Minister after that date, being receipts which apart from this section would be
authorised to be paid into that Account, shall be paid into the Exchequer.

60 Accounts, etc., of smallholdings authorities.

(1) A smallholdings authority shall keep a separate account of its receipts and expenses
with respect to smallholdings and any such receipt shall be applicable only for
smallholdings purposes, unless the consent of the Minister of Health is obtained to its
application for other purposes.

(2) Where the receipt or payment of money is under this Part of this Act entrusted
by a smallholdings authority to any committee or sub-committee of the authority,
the accounts thereof shall be accounts of the authority, and made up and audited
accordingly.


