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Government of India Act 1935
1935 CHAPTER 2

PART II

THE FEDERATION OF INDIA.

CHAPTER II

THE FEDERAL EXECUTIVE.

The Governor-General.

7 Functions of Governor-General.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the executive authority of the Federation shall be
exercised on behalf of His Majesty by the Governor-General, either directly or through
officers subordinate to him, but nothing in this section shall prevent the Federal
Legislature from conferring functions upon subordinate authorities, or be deemed to
transfer to the Governor-General any functions conferred by any existing Indian law
on any court, judge or officer, or on any local or other authority.

(2) References in this Act to the functions of the Governor-General shall be construed
as references to his powers and duties in the exercise of the executive authority of
the Federation and to any other powers and duties conferred or imposed on him as
Governor-General by or under this Act, other than powers exercisable by him by
reason that they have been assigned to him by His Majesty under Part I of this Act.

(3) The provisions of the Third Schedule to this Act shall have effect with respect to
the salary and allowances of the Governor-General and the provision to be made for
enabling him to discharge conveniently and with dignity the duties of his office.
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8 Extent of executive authority of the Federation.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the executive authority of the Federation
extends—

(a) to the matters with respect to which the Federal Legislature has power to make
laws;

(b) to the raising in British India on behalf of His Majesty of naval, military and
air forces and to the governance of His Majesty's forces borne on the Indian
establishment;

(c) to the exercise of such rights, authority and jurisdiction as are exercisable by
His Majesty by treaty, grant, usage, sufferance, or otherwise in and in relation
to the tribal areas :

Provided that—
(i) the said authority does not, save as expressly provided in this Act, extend in

any Province to matters with respect to which the Provincial Legislature has
power to make laws;

(ii) the said authority does not, save as expressly provided in this Act, extend
in any Federated State save to matters with respect to which the Federal
Legislature has power to make laws for that State, and the exercise thereof in
each State shall be subject to such limitations, if any, as may be specified in
the Instrument of Accession of the State;

(iii) the said authority does not extend to the enlistment or enrolment in any forces
raised in India of any person unless he is either a subject of His Majesty or a
native of India or of territories adjacent to India; and

(iv) commissions in any such force shall be granted by His Majesty save in so far
as he may be pleased to delegate that power by virtue of the provisions of Part
I of this Act or otherwise.

(2) The executive authority of the Ruler of a Federated State shall, notwithstanding
anything in this section, continue to be exercisable in that State with respect to matters
with respect to which the Federal Legislature has power to make laws for that State
except in so far as the executive authority of the Federation becomes exercisable in the
State to the exclusion of the executive authority of the Ruler by virtue of a Federal law.


