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Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries Act 1919

1919 CHAPTER 91

PART III

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEES

7 Constitution of committees

(1) The council of every county (other than the London County Council) shall, and the
London County Council and the council of any county borough may, establish an
agricultural committee constituted in accordance with a scheme made by the council
and approved by the Board. A committee may consist partly of persons who are not
members of the council.

(2) All matters relating to the exercise by the council of their powers under any Act
specified in the Second Schedule to this Act, and all other matters relating to
agriculture, except such matters as under the Education Act, 1902, stand referred to
the education committee, and, except the raising of a rate or borrowing, shall stand
referred to the agricultural committee, and the council, before exercising their powers
in relation to any matter so referred, shall, unless in their opinion the matter is urgent,
receive and consider the report of the agricultural committee with respect to the matter
in question :

Provided that—
(i) on the application of the council the Board, after consultation with the Board

of Education, may by order direct that any matter specified in the order and
relating to agricultural education which but for this provision would stand
referred to the education committee shall stand referred to the agricultural
committee ; and

(ii) if the London County Council or the council of a county borough so resolve
matters relating to any of their powers under any Act specified in the said
schedule shall not stand so referred to the agricultural committee.
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(3) The council may delegate to the agricultural committee with or without any restrictions
or conditions any of their powers in relation to matters which by virtue of this section
stand referred to the committee, and, if so provided by the scheme, any powers so
delegated may in like manner be delegated by the agricultural committee to a sub-
committee. A sub-committee may consist partly of persons who are not members of
the council or of the agricultural committee.

(4) Every scheme under this section shall provide—
(a) for the appointment by the council of at least a majority of the agricultural

committee, and the persons so appointed shall be persons who are members of
the council, unless, in the case of a county, the council otherwise determine ;

(b) for the appointment by the Board of not more than one third of the members
of the agricultural committee, and of any sub-committee to which powers of
the agricultural committee are delegated ;

(c) for the inclusion of women as well as men among the members of the
agricultural committee ;

(d) for the appointment, in the case of the council of every county (other than the
London County Council), of such persons only as have practical, commercial,
technical, or scientific knowledge of agriculture or an interest in agricultural
land.

(5) Any scheme under this section may provide for the payment as part of the. expenses
of the agricultural committee of travelling expenses and subsistence allowance of
members of the committee or of any sub-committee of the committee.

(6) Any scheme under this section may, for all or any of the purposes of this section,
provide for a joint agricultural committee for any area formed by a combination of
counties or county boroughs or parts thereof.

(7) If a scheme under this section has not been made by a council of a county (other than
the London County Council) and approved by the Board within six months after the
passing of this Act, the Board may, after consultation with the council, make a scheme
for the purposes for which a scheme might have been made by the council.


