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Ministry of Transport Act 1919
1919 CHAPTER 50

2 Powers and duties

(1) It shall be the duty of the Minister in the exercise and performance of any powers and
duties transferred to, or conferred or imposed upon, him by or in pursuance of this
Act, to take steps to carry out the purposes aforesaid, and there shall, as from such
date or dates as His Majesty in Council may by Order determine, be transferred to the
Minister all powers and duties of any Government Department in relation to—

(a) railways ;
(b) light railways ;
(c) tramways ;
(d) canals, waterways, and inland navigations ;
(e) roads, bridges and ferries, and vehicles and traffic thereon;
(f) harbours, docks and piers ;

including any powers and duties of any Government Department in relation to any
railway, light railway, tramway, canal, inland navigation, harbour, dock, pier, or
other undertaking-concerned with any of the matters aforesaid, and any powers of
any Government Department with respect to the appointment of members or the
procedure of any commissioners, conservancy board or other body having jurisdiction
with respect to any such matters as aforesaid, and any powers of any Government
Department with respect to the making, confirming, issuing, granting, or giving (as the
case maybe) of byelaws, regulations, orders, licences, approvals, or consents relating
to any of the matters hereinbefore mentioned :

Provided that—
(i) His Majesty in Council may by Order except from such transfer any particular

powers or duties, or provide for the exercise or performance of any power or
duty so excepted by the Minister concurrently or in consultation with or at
the instance of the Government Department concerned, or by the Government
Department concerned concurrently or in consultation with the Minister, or
provide for the retransfer to any such Department of any powers and duties
transferred to the Minister by this section ; and

(ii) Nothing in this section shall transfer to the Minister any powers or duties of the
Admiralty exerciseable in or in relation to ports declared under the Dockyard
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Port Regulation Act, 1865, to be dockyard ports, but His Majesty in Council
may by Order transfer to the Admiralty, instead of to the Minister, any of the
powers of the Board of Trade with respect to dockyard ports, or with respect
to the appointment of members of any commissioners, conservancy board, or
other body having jurisdiction in the whole or any part of a dockyard port,; and

(iii) Nothing in this section shall transfer to the Minister the powers of the Board
of Trade with respect to the appointment of members or the procedure of the
Railway and Canal Commission, but His Majesty in Council may by Order
transfer those powers to a Secretary of State instead of to the Minister.

(2) His Majesty in Council may by Order make such incidental, consequential and
supplemental provisions as may be necessary or expedient for the purpose of giving
full effect to any transfer of powers or duties by or under this section, including
provisions for the transfer of any property, rights and liabilities held, enjoyed, or
incurred by any Government Department in connexion with any powers or duties
transferred, and may make such adaptations in the enactments relating to such powers
or duties as may be necessary to make exerciseable by the Minister and his officers
or by the Admiralty and their officers, as the case may be, the powers and duties so
transferred : Provided always that nothing herein contained shall enable the powers
so transferred to be increased.

(3) In connexion with the transfer of powers and duties to the Minister, Admiralty, or
Secretary of State, by or under this Act, the provisions set out in the First Schedule
to this Act shall have effect.

(4) There shall be attached to the Ministry a separate department charged with dealing
in the ordinary course of departmental business with road construction, improvement,
maintenance, and development.


