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Education Act 1918
1918 CHAPTER 39

NATIONAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

1 Progressive and comprehensive organisation of education

With a view to the establishment of a national system of public education available
for all persons capable of profiting thereby, it shall be the duty of the council of
every county and county borough, so far as their powers extend, to contribute thereto
by providing for the progressive development and comprehensive organisation of
education in respect of their area, and with that object any such council from time to
time may, and shall when required by the Board of Education, submit to the Board
schemes showing the mode in which their duties and powers under the Education Acts
are to be performed and exercised, whether separately or in co-operation with other
authorities.

2 Development of education in public elementary schools

(1) It shall be the duty of a local education authority so to exercise their powers under
Part III. of the Education Act, 1902, as—

(a) to make, or otherwise to secure, adequate and suitable provision by means of
central schools, central or special classes, or otherwise—

(i) for including in the curriculum of public elementary schools, at
appropriate stages, practical instruction suitable to the ages, abilities,
and requirements of the children ; and

(ii) for organising in public elementary schools courses of advanced
instruction for the older or more intelligent children in attendance at
such schools including children who stay at such schools beyond the
age of fourteen;

(b) to make, or otherwise to secure, adequate and suitable arrangements under
the provisions of paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section thirteen of the
Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907, for attending to the health
and physical condition of children educated in public elementary schools; and

(c) to make, or otherwise to secure, adequate and suitable arrangements for co-
operating with local education authorities for the purposes of Part II. of
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the Education Act, 1902, in matters of common interest, and particularly in
respect of—

(i) the preparation of children for further education in schools other than
elementary, and their transference at suitable ages to such schools ;
and

(ii) the supply and training of teachers ;
and any such authority from time to time may, and shall when required by the Board of
Education, submit to the Board schemes for the exercise of their powers as an authority
for the purposes of Part III. of the Education Act, 1902.

(2) So much of the definition of the term " elementary school" in section three of the
Elementary Education Act, 1870, as requires that elementary education shall, be the
principal part of the education there given, shall not apply to such courses of advanced
instruction as aforesaid.

3 Establishment of continuation schools

(1) It shall be the duty of the local education authority for the purposes of Part II. of the
Education Act, 1902, either separately or in co-operation with other local education
authorities, to establish and maintain, or secure the establishment and maintenance
under their control and direction, of a sufficient supply of continuation schools in
which suitable courses of study, instruction, and physical training are provided without
payment of fees for all young persons resident in their area who are, under this Act,
under an obligation to attend such schools.

(2) For the purposes aforesaid the local education authority from time to time may, and
shall when required by the Board of Education, submit to the Board schemes for
the progressive organisation of a system of continuation schools, and for securing
general and regular attendance thereat, and in preparing schemes under this section
the local education authority shall have regard to the desirability of including therein
arrangements for co-operation with universities in the provision of lectures and classes
for scholars for whom instruction by such means is suitable.

(3) The council of any county shall, if practicable, provide for the inclusion of
representatives of education authorities for the purposes of Part III. of the Education
Act, 1902, in any body of managers of continuation schools within the area of those
authorities.

4 Preparation and submission of schemes

(1) The council of any county, before submitting a scheme under this Act, shall consult
the other authorities within their county (if any) who are authorities for the purposes
of Part III. of the Education Act, 1902, with reference to the mode in which and the
extent to which any such authority will cooperate with the council in carrying out
their scheme, and when submitting their scheme shall make a report to the Board of
Education as to the co-operation which is to be anticipated from any such authority,
and any such authority may, if they so desire, submit to the Board as well as to the
council of the county any proposals or representations relating to the provision or
organisation of education in the area of that authority for consideration in connection
with the scheme of the county.

(2) Before submitting schemes under this Act a local education authority shall consider
any representations made to them by parents or other persons or bodies of persons
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interested, and shall adopt such measures to ascertain their views as they consider
desirable, and the authority shall take such steps to give publicity to their proposals as
they consider suitable, or as the Board of Education may require.

(3) A local education authority in preparing schemes under this Act shall have regard to
any existing supply of efficient and suitable schools or colleges not provided by local
education authorities, and to any proposals to provide such schools or colleges.

(4) In schemes under this Act adequate provision shall be made in order to secure that
children and young persons shall not be debarred from receiving the benefits of any
form of education by which they are capable of profiting through inability to pay fees.

5 Approval of schemes by Board of Education

(1) The Board of Education may approve any scheme (which term shall include an
interim, provisional, or amending scheme) submitted to them under this Act by a local
education authority, and thereupon it shall be the duty of the local education authority
to give effect to the scheme.

(2) If the Board of Education are of opinion that a scheme does not make adequate
provision in respect of all or any of the purposes to which the scheme relates, and the
Board are unable to agree with the authority as to what amendments should be made
in the scheme, they shall offer to hold a conference with the representatives of the
authority and, if requested by the authority, shall hold a public inquiry in the matter.

(3) If thereafter the Board of Education disapprove a scheme, they shall notify the
authority, and, if within one month after such notification an agreement is not reached,
they shall lay before Parliament the report of the public inquiry (if any) together with
a report stating their reasons for such disapproval and any action which they intend
to take in consequence thereof by way of withholding or reducing any grants payable
to the authority.

6 Provisions as to co-operation and combination

(1) For the purpose of performing any duty or exercising any power under the Education
Acts, a council having powers under those Acts may enter into such arrangements as
they think proper for co-operation or combination with any other council or councils
having such powers, and any such arrangement may provide for the appointment of
a joint committee or a joint body of managers, for the delegation to that committee
or body of managers of any powers or duties of the councils (other than the power
of raising a rate or borrowing money), for the proportion of contributions to be paid
by each council, and for any other matters which appear necessary for carrying out
the arrangement.

(2) The Board of Education may, on the application of two or more councils having powers
under the Education Acts, by scheme provide for the establishment and (if thought
fit) the incorporation of a federation for such purposes of any such arrangements as
aforesaid as may be specified in the scheme as being purposes relating to matters of
common interest concerning education which it is necessary or convenient to consider
in relation to areas larger than those of individual education authorities, and the
powers conferred on councils by this section shall include power to arrange for the
performance of any educational or administrative functions by such a federation as if
it were a joint committee or a joint body of managers :
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Provided that no council shall without its consent be included in a scheme establishing
a federation, and no council shall be obliged to continue in a federation except in
accordance with the provisions of a scheme to which it has consented.

(3) A scheme made by the Board of Education constituting a federation, and an
arrangement establishing a joint committee or a joint body of managers, shall provide
for the appointment of at least two-thirds of the members by councils having
powers under the Education Acts, and may provide either directly or by co-optation
for the inclusion of teachers or other .persons of experience in education and of
representatives of universities or other bodies.

(4) A scheme constituting a federation may on the application of one or more of the
councils concerned be modified or repealed by a further scheme, and, where a scheme
provides for the discontinuance of a federation, provision may be made for dealing
with any property or liabilities of the federation.

(5) Where any arrangement under this section provides for the payment of an annual
contribution by one council to another, the contribution shall, for the purposes of
section nineteen of the Education Act, 1902, form part of the security on which money
may be borrowed under that section.

7 Provision as to amount of expenditure for education

The limit under section two of the Education Act, 1902, on the amount to be raised by
the council of a county out of rates for the purpose of education other than elementary
shall cease to have effect.


