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Law of Property Act 1925
1925 CHAPTER 20 15 and 16 Geo 5

PART II

CONTRACTS, CONVEYANCES AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS

Contracts

44 Statutory commencements of title.

(1) After the commencement of this Act thirty years shall be substituted for forty years
as the period of commencement of title which a purchaser of land may require;
nevertheless earlier title than thirty years may be required in cases similar to those in
which earlier title than forty years might immediately before the commencement of
this Act be required.

(2) Under a contract to grant or assign a term of years, whether derived or to be derived
out of freehold or leasehold land, the intended lessee or assign shall not be entitled to
call for the title to the freehold.

(3) Under a contract to sell and assign a term of years derived out of a leasehold interest
in land, the intended assign shall not have the right to call for the title to the leasehold
reversion.

(4) On a contract to grant a lease for a term of years to be derived out of a leasehold
interest, with a leasehold reversion, the intended lessee shall not have the right to call
for the title to that reversion.

[F1(4A) Subsections (2) and (4) of this section do not apply to a contract to grant a term of
years if the grant will be an event within section 4(1) of the Land Registration Act
2002 (events which trigger compulsory first registration of title).]

(5) Where by reason of any of [F2subsections (2) to (4) of this section] , an intending lessee
or assign is not entitled to call for the title to the freehold or to a leasehold reversion,
as the case may be, he shall not, where the contract is made after the commencement
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of this Act, be deemed to be affected with notice of any matter or thing of which, if
he had contracted that such title should be furnished, he might have had notice.

(6) Where land of copyhold or customary tenure has been converted into freehold by
enfranchisement, then, under a contract to sell and convey the freehold, the purchaser
shall not have the right to call for the title to make the enfranchisement.

(7) Where the manorial incidents formerly affecting any land have been extinguished,
then, under a contract to sell and convey the freehold, the purchaser shall not have
the right to call for the title of the person entering into any compensation agreement
or giving a receipt for the compensation money to enter into such agreement or to
give such receipt, and shall not be deemed to be affected with notice of any matter
or thing of which, if he had contracted that such title should be furnished, he might
have had notice.

(8) A purchaser shall not be deemed to be or ever to have been affected with notice of any
matter or thing of which, if he had investigated the title or made enquiries in regard
to matters prior to the period of commencement of title fixed by this Act, or by any
other statute, or by any rule of law, he might have had notice, unless he actually makes
such investigation or enquiries.

(9) Where a lease whether made before or after the commencement of this Act, is made
under a power contained in a settlement, will, Act of Parliament, or other instrument,
any preliminary contract for or relating to the lease shall not, for the purpose of the
deduction of title to an intended assign, form part of the title, or evidence of the title,
to the lease.

(10) This section, save where otherwise expressly provided, applies to contracts for sale
whether made before or after the commencement of this Act, and applies to contracts
for exchange in like manner as to contracts for sale, save that it applies only to contracts
for exchange made after such commencement.

(11) This section applies only if and so far as a contrary intention is not expressed in the
contract.

[F3(12) Nothing in this section applies in relation to registered land or to a term of years to
be derived out of registered land.]
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