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Law of Property Act 1925
1925 CHAPTER 20 15 and 16 Geo 5

PART XI

MISCELLANEOUS

Commons and Waste Lands

193 Rights of the public over commons and waste lands.

(1) Members of the public shall, subject as hereinafter provided, have rights of access for
air and exercise to any land which is a metropolitan common within the meaning of the
Metropolitan Commons Acts, 1866 to 1898, or manorial waste, or a common, which
is wholly or partly situated within [F1an area which immediately before 1st April 1974
was] a borough or urban district, and to any land which at the commencement of this
Act is subject to rights of common and to which this section may from time to time
be applied in manner hereinafter provided:

Provided that—
(a) such rights of access shall be subject to any Act, scheme, or provisional order

for the regulation of the land, and to any byelaw, regulation or order made
thereunder or under any other statutory authority; and

(b) the Minister shall, on the application of any person entitled as lord of the
manor or otherwise to the soil of the land, or entitled to any commonable
rights affecting the land, impose such limitations on and conditions as to the
exercise of the rights of access or as to the extent of the land to be affected
as, in the opinion of the Minister, are necessary or desirable for preventing
any estate, right or interest of a profitable or beneficial nature in, over, or
affecting the land from being injuriously affected, [F2for conserving flora,
fauna or geological or physiographical features of the land,] or for protecting
any object of historical interest and, where any such limitations or conditions
are so imposed, the rights of access shall be subject thereto; and
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(c) such rights of access shall not include any right to draw or drive upon the land
a carriage, cart, caravan, truck, or other vehicle, or to camp or light any fire
thereon; and

(d) the rights of access shall cease to apply—
(i) to any land over which the commonable rights are extinguished under

any statutory provision;
(ii) to any land over which the commonable rights are otherwise

extinguished if the council of the county [F3, county borough][F4or
metropolitan district]. . . in which the land is situated by resolution
assent to its exclusion from the operation of this section, and the
resolution is approved by the Minister.

[F5(2) The lord of the manor or other person entitled to the soil of any land subject to rights
of common may by deed, revocable or irrevocable, declare that this section shall apply
to the land, and upon such deed being deposited with the Minister the land shall, so
long as the deed remains operative, be land to which this section applies.]

(3) Where limitations or conditions are imposed by the Minister under this section, they
shall be published by such person and in such manner as the Minister may direct.

(4) Any person who, without lawful authority, draws or drives upon any land to which
this section applies any carriage, cart, caravan, truck, or other vehicle, or camps or
lights any fire thereon, or who fails to observe any limitation or condition imposed by
the Minister under this section in respect of any such land, shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding [F6£20] for each offence.

(5) Nothing in this section shall prejudice or affect the right of any person to get and
remove mines or minerals or to let down the surface of the manorial waste or common.

(6) This section does not apply to any common or manorial waste which is for the time
being held for Naval, Military or Air Force purposes and in respect of which rights of
common have been extinguished or cannot be exercised.
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