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3 Interpretation.

(1) In this Act " sale of goods by way of competitive bidding " means any sale of goods
at which the persons present, or some of them, are invited to buy articles by way of
competitive bidding, and " competitive bidding " includes any mode of sale whereby
prospective purchasers may be enabled to compete for the purchase of articles, whether
by way of increasing bids or by the offer of articles to be bid for at successively
decreasing prices or otherwise.

(2) In this Act " lot to which this Act applies " means a lot consisting of or including one
or more prescribed articles; and " prescribed articles " means any plate, plated articles,
linen, china, glass, books, pictures, prints, furniture, jewellery, articles of household
or personal use or ornament or any musical or scientific instrument or apparatus.

(3) In this Act " stated ", in relation to a sale of goods by way of competitive bidding,
means stated by or on behalf of the person conducting the sale, by an announcement
made to the persons for the time being present at the sale.

(4) For the purposes of this Act any bid stated to have been made at a sale of goods by
way of competitive bidding shall be conclusively presumed to have been made, and to
have been a bid of the amount stated; and any reference in this Act to the sale of a lot
to a person who has made a bid for it includes a reference to a purported sale thereof
to a person stated to have bid for it, whether that person exists or not.

(5) For the purposes of this Act anything done in or about the place where a sale of goods
by way of competitive bidding is held, if done in connection with the sale, shall be
taken to be done during the course of the sale, whether it is done at the time when any
articles are being sold or offered for sale by way of competitive bidding or before or
after any such time.

(6) Subject to the provisions of section thirty-three of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (which
relates to offences under two or more laws), nothing in this Act shall derogate from any
right of action or other remedy (whether civil or criminal) in proceedings instituted
otherwise than under this Act.


