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Mental Health Act 1959
1959 CHAPTER 72

PART VIII

MANAGEMENT OF PROPERTY AND AFFAIRS OF PATIENTS

109 Functions of Visitors

(1) It shall be the duty of the Lord Chancellor's Visitors to visit patients in accordance
with the directions of the judge for the purpose of investigating matters relating to the
capacity of any patient to manage and administer his property and affairs or otherwise
relating to the exercise, in relation to him, of the functions of the judge under this Part
of this Act; and the Visitors shall make such reports on their visits as the judge may
direct.

(2) A Visitor making a visit under this section may interview the patient in private.

(3) A Medical Visitor making a visit under this section may carry out in private a medical
examination of the patient and may require the production of and inspect any medical
records relating to the patient.

(4) The Master or Deputy Master of the Court of Protection may visit any patient for the
purpose mentioned in subsection (1) of this section, and subsection (2) thereof shall
have effect accordingly.

(5) A report made by a Visitor under this section, and information contained in such a
report, shall not be disclosed except to the judge and any person authorised by the
judge to receive the disclosure.

(6) If any person discloses any report or information in contravention of the last foregoing
subsection, he shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine not exceeding one
hundred pounds or both.

(7) In this section references to patients include references to persons alleged to be
incapable, by reason of mental disorder, of managing and administering their property
and affairs.


