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Copyright Act 1956
1956 CHAPTER 74 4 and 5 Eliz 2

PART I

COPYRIGHT IN ORIGINAL WORKS

6 General exceptions from protection of literary, dramatic and musical works

(1) No fair dealing with a literary, dramatic or musical work for purposes of research or
private study shall constitute an infringement of the copyright in the work.

(2) No fair dealing with a literary, dramatic or musical work shall constitute an
infringement of the copyright in the work if it is for purposes of criticism or
review, whether of that work or of another work, and is accompanied by a sufficient
acknowledgment.

(3) No fair dealing with a literary, dramatic or musical work shall constitute an
infringement of the copyright in the work if it is for the purpose of reporting current
events—

(a) in a newspaper, magazine or similar periodical, or
(b) by means of broadcasting, or in a cinematograph film,

and, in a case falling within paragraph (a) of this subsection, is accompanied by a
sufficient acknowledgment.

(4) The copyright in a literary, dramatic or musical work is not infringed by reproducing
it for the purposes of a judicial proceeding, or for the purposes of a report of a judicial
proceeding.

(5) The reading or recitation in public by one person of any reasonable extract from a
published literary or dramatic work, if accompanied by a sufficient acknowledgment,
shall not constitute an infringement of the copyright in the work:

Provided that this subsection shall not apply to anything done for the purposes of
broadcasting.
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(6) The copyright in a published literary or dramatic work is not infringed by the inclusion
of a short passage therefrom in a collection intended for the use of schools, if—

(a) the collection is described in its title, and in any advertisements thereof issued
by or on behalf of the publisher, as being so intended, and

(b) the work in question was not published for the use of schools, and
(c) the collection consists mainly of material in which no copyright subsists, and
(d) the inclusion of the passage is accompanied by a sufficient acknowledgment:

Provided that this subsection shall not apply in relation to the copyright in a work if,
in addition to the passage in question, two or more other excerpts from works by the
author thereof (being works in which copyright subsists at the time when the collection
is published) are contained in that collection, or are contained in that collection taken
together with every similar collection (if any) published by the same publisher within
the period of five years immediately preceding the publication of that collection.

(7) Where by virtue of an assignment or licence a person is authorised to broadcast a
literary, dramatic or musical work from a place in the United Kingdom, or in another
country to which section two of this Act extends, but (apart from this subsection)
would not be entitled to make reproductions of it in the form of a record or of a
cinematograph film, the copyright in the work is not infringed by his making such a
reproduction of the work solely for the purpose of broadcasting the work:

Provided that this subsection shall not apply if—
(a) the reproduction is used for making any further reproduction therefrom, or

for any other purpose except that of broadcasting in accordance with the
assignment or licence, or

(b) the reproduction is not destroyed before the end of the period of twenty-eight
days beginning with the day on which it is first used for broadcasting the work
in pursuance of the assignment or licence, or such extended period (if any) as
may be agreed between the person who made the reproduction and the person
who (in relation to the making of reproductions of the description in question)
is the owner of the copyright.

(8) The preceding provisions of this section shall apply to the doing of any act in relation
to an adaptation of a work as they apply in relation to the doing of that act in relation
to the work itself.

(9) The provisions of this section shall apply where a work, or adaptation of a work, is
caused to be transmitted to subscribers to a diffusion service as they apply where a
work or adaptation is broadcast.

(10) In this Act “sufficient acknowledgment” means an acknowledgment identifying the
work in question by its title or other description and, unless the work is anonymous
or the author has previously agreed or required that no acknowledgment of his name
should be made, also identifying the author.


