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Copyright Act 1956
1956 CHAPTER 74 4 and 5 Eliz 2

PART I

COPYRIGHT IN ORIGINAL WORKS

1 Nature of copyright under this Act

(1) In this Act “copyright” in relation to a work (except where the context otherwise
requires) means the exclusive right, by virtue and subject to the provisions of this Act,
to do, and to authorise other persons to do, certain acts in relation to that work in the
United Kingdom or in any other country to which the relevant provision of this Act
extends.

The said acts, in relation to a work of any description, are those acts which, in the
relevant provision of this Act, are designated as the acts restricted by the copyright
in a work of that description.

(2) In accordance with the preceding subsection, but subject to the following provisions of
this Act, the copyright in a work is infringed by any person who, not being the owner of
the copyright, and without the licence of the owner thereof, does, or authorises another
person to do, any of the said acts in relation to the work in the United Kingdom or in
any other country to which the relevant provision of this Act extends.

(3) In the preceding subsections references to the relevant provision of this Act, in relation
to a work of any description, are references to the provision of this Act whereby it is
provided that (subject to compliance with the conditions specified therein) copyright
shall subsist in works of that description.

(4) The preceding provisions of this section shall apply, in relation to any subject-matter
(other than a work) of a description to which any provision of Part II of this Act relates,
as they apply in relation to a work.

(5) For the purposes of any provision of this Act which specifies the conditions under
which copyright may subsist in any description of work or other subject-matter,
“qualified person ”—
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(a) in the case of an individual, means a person who is a British subject or British
protected person or a citizen of the Republic of Ireland or (not being a British
subject or British protected person or a citizen of the Republic of Ireland) is
domiciled or resident in the United Kingdom or in another country to which
that provision extends, and

(b) in the case of a body corporate, means a body incorporated under the laws of
any part of the United Kingdom or of another country to which that provision
extends.

In this subsection “British protected person ” has the same meaning as in the British
Nationality Act, 1948.


