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Children And Young Persons
(Harmful Publications) Act 1955

1955 CHAPTER 28 3 and 4 Eliz 2

3 Power to search for, and dispose of, works to which this Act applies and articles
for printing them.

(1) Where, upon an information being laid before a justice of the peace that a person
has, or is suspected of having, committed an offence under the last foregoing section
with respect to a work (hereafter in this subsection referred to as “the relevant work”),
the justice issues a summons directed to that person requiring him to answer to the
information or issues a warrant to arrest that person, that or any other justice, if
satisfied by written information substantiated on oath that there is reasonable ground
for suspecting that the said person has in his possession or under his control—

(a) any copies of the relevant work or any other work to which this Act applies; or
(b) any plate prepared for the purpose of printing copies of the relevant work or

any other work to which this Act applies or any photographic film prepared
for that purpose;

may grant a search warrant authorising any constable [F1named therein] to enter (if
necessary by force) any premises specified in the warrant and any vehicle or stall used
by the said person for the purposes of trade or business and to search the premises,
vehicle or stall and seize any of the following things which the constable finds therein
or thereon, that is to say:

(i) any copies of the relevant work and any copies of any other work which the
constable has reasonable cause to believe to be one to which this Act applies;
and

(ii) any plate which the constable has reasonable cause to believe to have been
prepared for the purpose of printing copies of any such work as is mentioned
in paragraph (i) of this subsection and any photographic film which he has
reasonable cause to believe to have been prepared for that purpose.

(2) The court by or before which a person is convicted of an offence under the last
foregoing section with respect to a work may order any copies of that work and any
plate prepared for the purpose of printing copies of that work or photographic film
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prepared for that purpose, being copies which have, or a plate or film which has, been
found in his possession or under his control, to be forfeited:
Provided that an order made under this subsection by a magistrate’s court or, on
appeal from a magistrate’s court, by [F2the Crown Court] shall not take effect until the
expiration of the ordinary time within which an appeal in the matter of the proceedings
in which the order was made may be lodged (whether by giving notice of appeal or
applying for a case to be stated for the opinion of the High Court) or, where such an
appeal is duly lodged, until the appeal is finally decided or abandoned.

(3) In the application of this section to Scotland there shall be substituted in subsection (1)
for the words from the beginning of the subsection to “any other justice” the words
“Where proceedings have been instituted against a person in respect of an offence
under the last foregoing section with respect to a work (hereafter in this subsection
referred to as ”the relevant work’), the sheriff”; and for the proviso to subsection (2)
there shall be substituted the following proviso:
“ Provided that an order made under this subsection shall not take effect until the
expiration of the time within which an appeal under [F3section 442 of the Criminal
Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975], may be taken in respect of the proceedings in which
the order was made or, where such an appeal is taken, until the appeal is finally
disposed of or abandoned. ”
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