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Transport Act 1962
1962 CHAPTER 46 10 and 11 Eliz 2

PART I

THE BOARDS AND THE HOLDING COMPANY

The Railways Board

3 Duty and powers of Railways Board.

(1) [F1Subject to subsection (1A) of this section ,]it shall be the duty of the Railways Board
in the exercise of their powers under this Act to provide railway services in Great
Britain and, in connection with the provision of railway services, to provide such other
services and facilities as appear to the Board to be expedient, and to have due regard,
as respects all those railway and other services and facilities, to efficiency, economy
and safety of operation.

[F2(1A) The Board shall be discharged from the duty imposed by subsection (1) of this section
with respect to the provision of railway services in Great Britain if and to the extent
that such services are, or have at any time since the coming into force of this subsection
been,—

(a) provided by the Board, or a subsidiary of the Board, pursuant to any
agreements or arrangements falling within subsection (1B) of this section; or

(b) provided (whether under or by virtue of the Railways Act 1993 or otherwise)
by persons other than the Board and their subsidiaries;

but, notwithstanding anything in this subsection, it shall be the duty of the Board to
have, as respects any railway services provided as mentioned in paragraph (a) of this
subsection (and any other services or facilities provided in connection therewith) due
regard to efficiency, economy and safety of operation.

(1B) The agreements or arrangements mentioned in subsection (1A)(a) of this section are
as follows, namely—
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(a) an agreement or arrangement made pursuant to the Railways Act 1993, to
which the Franchising Director and the Board, or a subsidiary of the Board,
are parties;

(b) an agreement made between—
(i) the Board or a subsidiary of the Board, and

(ii) a person who is the owner or operator of a railway asset or track,
being an agreement under which the Board or a subsidiary of the Board
operates that railway asset or track or uses it to provide network, station or
light maintenance services.

(1C) For the purposes of subsection (1B) above and this subsection—
(a) any reference to a railway asset includes a reference to any part of a railway

asset;
(b) “operator”, in relation to a railway asset or track, means the person having the

management of that railway asset or track for the time being;
(c) “owner”, in relation to a railway asset or track, means any person—

(i) who has an estate or interest in, or right over, the railway asset or track
in question; and

(ii) whose permission to use that railway asset or track is needed by
another before that other may use it;

and, subject to that, expressions used in either subsection and in Part I of the Railways
Act 1993 have the same meaning in that subsection as they have in that Part.]

(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F3

(3) Subject to this Act, the Railways Board shall have power—
[F4(a) to carry goods and passengers by rail within, to or from Great Britain,

(aa) to carry goods and passengers by rail between places outside Great Britain in
so far as they consider it expedient to do so in connection with the exercise
of their powers under paragraph (a) above,]

[F5(b) in the circumstances specified in sections 4 and 4A of this Act respectively, to
carry goods by road and to secure the provision by other persons of services
for the carriage of passengers by road]

(c) to operate the harbours owned or managed by the Railways Board, and to
provide port facilities at those harbours,

(d) to consign goods on behalf of other persons from any place in Great Britain,
or from any place to which the Railways Board have themselves carried the
goods in question to any other place, whether in Great Britain or elsewhere,

(e) to store within Great Britain goods which have been or are to be carried by
the Railways Board, and, so far as any premises provided for the purposes of
that or any other part of their business are not required for those purposes, to
use them to provide facilities for the storage of other goods,

(f) to enter into and carry out agreements—
(i) with carriers outside Great Britain for the through carriage of goods

and passengers under one contract or at a through charge or in the
same vehicles or containers, and

(ii) with any person engaged in coastal shipping for co-ordinating the
activities of that person with those of the Board, and in particular for
facilitating the through carriage of goods, for the quoting of through
rates and for the pooling of receipts or expenses.
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[F6(g) to do anything which appears to the Board to be expedient for the purposes of
or in connection with the provision by the Board of railway services outside
Great Britain.]

(4) Subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall not be construed as imposing, either
directly or indirectly, any form of duty or liability enforceable by proceedings before
any court to which the Board would not otherwise be subject.

[F7(5) Subject to subsection (6) of this section, section 82 of the Railways Act 1993 (meaning
of “railway services”) shall apply for the purposes of this section as it applies for the
purposes of Part I of that Act.

(6) If it appears to the Secretary of State that the Board—
(a) have ceased to provide railway services of a description falling within any

paragraph (“the relevant paragraph”) of subsection (1) of that section, or
(b) have ceased to provide such services otherwise than as mentioned in

subsection (1A)(a) of this section,
he shall by order provide that, as from the date on which the order comes into force,
subsection (1) of that section shall, in its application for the purposes of this section,
have effect as if the relevant paragraph (which shall be specified in the order) were
omitted therefrom.

(7) An order under subsection (6) of this section may make such consequential
amendments or repeals of or in this section or any other enactment as may appear to
the Secretary of State to be necessary or expedient for the purposes of, or in connection
with, the order.

(8) The power to make an order under subsection (6) of this section shall be exercisable
by statutory instrument; and a statutory instrument containing any such order shall be
subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.]
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