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Emergency Laws (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1953

1953 CHAPTER 47 1 and 2 Eliz 2

An Act to make permanent provision with respect to certain matters with respect to
which temporary provision has hitherto been made by or under Defence Regulations;
to suspend the operation of subsection (1) of section thirty-one of the Road Traffic Act
1934; to remove certain limitations on the exercise of the powers conferred on the court
by virtue of the Settled Land and Trustee Acts (Court’s General Powers) Act 1943;
to empower certain persons subject to the Naval Discipline Act to take affidavits and
declarations outside the United Kingdom; to save the previous operation of Regulation
fifty-five F of the Defence (General) Regulations 1939, after the revocation or expiry
thereof; and for purposes connected with the matters aforesaid. [31st July 1953]

Editorial Information
X1 The text of ss. 1, 14(1), Sch. 1, para. 5 was taken from S.I.F. Group 40:3 (Customs and Excise: Import

and Export Controls); ss. 1, 14(1), Sch. 1, para. 8 was taken from S.I.F Group 28:3 (Compulsory
Acquisition: Defence Purposes); ss. 2, 14(1), Sch. 2 was taken from S.I.F. Group 129:3 (War and
Emergency: Enemy Trading and Property); ss. 3, 12 to 14(1) was taken from from S.I.F. Group
51:2 (Firearms and Explosives: Explosives); ss. 5, 14(1) was taken from S.I.F Group 2:5 and 2:6
(Agriculture: Allotments, England and Wales and Allotments, Scotland); ss. 10, 14(1) was taken from
S.I.F Group 7:1 (Armed Forces: Navy, Army and Air Force); provisions omitted from S.I.F have been
dealt with as referred to in other commentary

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Words of enactment omitted under authority of Statute Law Revision Act 1948 (c. 62), s. 3
C2 Act amended by S.I. 1988/1380, reg. 3

Commencement Information
I1 Act wholly in force at Royal Assent
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1 Permanent enactments of provisions contained in certain Defence Regulations.

The provisions set out in the First Schedule to this Act, which reproduce provisions
contained in the Defence Regulations revoked by the Third Schedule to this Act, with
minor modifications and adaptations and the addition of transitional provisions, shall
have permanent effect.

2 Permanent enactment of provisions of Defence (Trading with the Enemy)
Regulations 1940.

The provisions set out in the Second Schedule to this Act, which reproduce the
provisions of the Defence (Trading with the Enemy) Regulations 1940, in force at the
commencement of this Act, with minor modifications and adaptations, the addition
of transitional provisions and the omission of Regulation seven, shall have permanent
effect, . . . F1

Textual Amendments
F1 Words repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1976 (c. 16), Sch. 1 Pt. XX

3 Extension of control of certain explosives.
F2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F2 S. 3 repealed (26.4.2005) by The Manufacture and Storage of Explosives Regulations 2005 (S.I.

2005/1082), regs. 1(1), 28(1)(2), Sch. 5 para. 8(2), Sch. 6

4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F3

Textual Amendments
F3 S. 4 repealed by Merchant Shipping Act 1970 (c. 36), s. 100(3), Sch. 5

5 Power of local authorities to continue to let certain land for use as allotment
gardens.

(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F4 subject to the following provisions of
this section, a local authority may let—

(a) for use by the tenants as allotment gardens; or
(b) to a society having as its object the cultivation of vacant land for the purpose

of subletting for such use,
any land which, at the commencement of this Act, is let by them under the said
Regulation sixty-two A or is appropriated for letting thereunder, notwithstanding
anything in any Act (including a private or local Act) or any trust or convenant or
restriction affecting the land.
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(2) The powers conferred by the foregoing subsection on a local authority shall cease to
be exercisable with respect to any land upon its being returned to use as part of a park
or open space or otherwise appropriated for use for any purpose other than the letting
thereof as mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) of the foregoing subsection or upon its
being sold or otherwise disposed of by the authority.

(3) Section six of the M1Allotments Act, 1950 (which provides that the foregoing
provisions of that Act, other than those of section two, shall not apply to land let by
a local authority under the said Regulation sixty-two A) shall have effect as if the
reference to that Regulation included a reference to this section.

(4) In this section—
(a) the expression “allotment garden” has the same meaning as in the

M2Allotments Act, 1922; and
(b) the expression “local authority” means the Common Council of the City of

London, the council of a . . . F5 borough or the council of a county, . . . F6 or
county district.

(5) A tenancy of land which, at the commencement of this Act, is subsisting under the
said Regulation sixty-two A shall (subject, however, to the operation of any notice to
quit, notice of intended re-entry or agreement to surrender previously given or made)
continue in force as if it had been granted under this section.

F7(6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F4 Words repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1976 (c. 16), s. 1, Sch. 1 Pt. XX
F5 Word repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70, SIF 81:1), s. 272(1), Sch. 30
F6 Words repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70, SIF 81:1), s. 272(1), Sch. 30
F7 S. 5(6) repealed (S.) (1.4.2018) by Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 (asp 6), s. 142(1),

sch. 5; S.S.I. 2017/458, art. 2, sch.

Marginal Citations
M1 1950 c. 31.
M2 1922 c. 51

6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F8

Textual Amendments
F8 S. 6 repealed by Nurses, Midwives and Health Visitors Act 1979 (c. 36), s. 23(5), Sch. 8

7, 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F9

Textual Amendments
F9 Ss. 7, 8. repealed by Road Traffic Act 1960 (c. 16), s. 267(1), Sch. 18
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9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F10

Textual Amendments
F10 S. 9 repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1974 (c. 22); Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1976, Sch. 1 Pt.

XX

10 Power of certain officers to take affidavits, &c.
F11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F11 S. 10 repealed (28.3.2009 for certain purposes, otherwise 31.10.2009) by Armed Forces Act 2006

(c. 52), ss. 378, 383, Sch. 17; S.I. 2009/812, art. 3(a)(b); S.I. 2009/1167, art. 4 (with savings in S.I.
2009/1059, arts. 1(2), 205, Sch. 1 para. 5)

11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F12

Textual Amendments
F12 S. 11 repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1976 (c. 16), Sch. 1 Pt. XX

12 Provisions as to orders.

(1) Any power conferred by this Act on the Secretary of State . . . F13 to make an order shall
be construed as including a power to revoke or vary the order by a subsequent order.

(2) Any power conferred by this Act on the Secretary of State . . . F13 to make an order
shall be exercisable by statutory instrument.

(3) A statutory instrument containing an order under section F14. . . eight of this Act shall
be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

Textual Amendments
F13 Words repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1976 (c. 16), Sch. 1 Pt. XX
F14 Words in s. 12(3) repealed (26.4.2005 with application as mentioned in reg. 3 of the repealing S.I.) by

The Manufacture and Storage of Explosive Regulations 2005 (S.I. 2005/1082), regs. 1(1), 28(1)(2),
Sch. 5 para. 8(3), Sch. 6

13 Application to Northern Ireland.

Sections F15. . . five, six, . . . F16 of this Act . . . F17 shall not extend to Northern Ireland . . .
F17
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Textual Amendments
F15 Word in s. 13 repealed (26.4.2005 with application as mentioned in reg. 3 of the repealing S.I.) by The

Manufacture and Storage of Explosives Regulations 2005 (S.I. 2005/1082), regs. 1(1), 28(1)(2), Sch. 5
para. 8(4), Sch. 6

F16 Words repealed by Road Traffic Act 1960 (c. 16), Sch. 18 and Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1976 (c. 16),
Sch. 1 Pt. XX

F17 Words repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1976 (c. 16), Sch. 1 Pt. XX

14 †Short title and repeal.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Emergency Laws (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953.

(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F18

Textual Amendments
F18 S. 14(2) repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1974 (c. 22), s. 1, Sch. Pt. X and expressed to be

repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1976 (c. 16), Sch. 1 Pt. XX

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3 Unreliable marginal note
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S C H E D U L E S

FIRST SCHEDULE Sections 1, 13.

PROVISIONS OF CERTAIN DEFENCE REGULATIONS PERMANENTLY ENACTED

1, 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F19

Textual Amendments
F19 Sch. 1 paras. 1, 2 repealed by Road Traffic Act 1960 (c. 16), Sch. 18

3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F20

Textual Amendments
F20 Sch. 1 para. 3 repealed by Matrimonial Proceedings (Magistrates' Courts) Act 1960 (c. 48), Sch.

4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F21

Textual Amendments
F21 Sch. 1 para. 4 repealed (E.W.) by Rent Act 1968 (c. 23), Sch. 17 and (S.) by Rent (Scotland) Act 1971

(c. 28), Sch. 20

Amendment of s. 3 (3) of Import, Export and Customs Powers (Defence) Act,
1939, and extension thereof as respects goods found in Northern Ireland

5 (1) In subsection (3) of section three of the Import, Export and Customs Powers
(Defence) Act, 1939 (which subsection empowers an officer of Customs and Excise
to require a person possessing or having control of goods imported, exported, carried
coastwise or shipped as ship’s stores, or brought to any quay, or waterborne, for the
purpose of being exported or of being so carried or shipped, to furnish proof that the
importation, exportation or carriage coastwise of the goods or the shipment thereof
as ships’ stores is not unlawful by virtue either of an order under that Act or of the
law relating to trading with the enemy), for the words “the goods shall be deemed
to be prohibited goods unless the contrary is proved” there shall be substituted the
words “then, unless the contrary is proved, the goods shall be deemed to be prohibited
goods and shall be forfeited”.

(2) The said subsection (3), as amended by the foregoing sub-paragraph, shall have effect
as if the power thereby conferred on an officer of Customs and Excise, in the case
of goods brought to any quay or other place for the purpose of being exported, to
require any person possessing or having control of the goods to furnish proof that
the exportation of the goods is not unlawful as aforesaid, included power, in the case
of any goods which—
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(a) are found at any place in Northern Ireland ; and
(b) the officer suspects to be intended for exportation ;

to require any person possessing or having control of the goods to furnish proof either
that the goods are not intended for exportation or that the exportation thereof is not
unlawful as aforesaid.

(3) The power conferred on an officer of Customs and Excise by the said subsection (3),
as amended by this paragraph, may be exercised by any person having by law the
powers of such an officer in Northern Ireland, and the reference in head (b) of sub-
paragraph (2) of this paragraph to an officer of Customs and Excise shall be construed
accordingly.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 The text of Sch. 1 para. 5(1), Sch. 2 paras. 2(1)(2)(4), 3, 4, 5, 8 is in the form in which it was originally

enacted: it was not reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which
may have been made prior to 1.2.1991.

6, 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F22

Textual Amendments
F22 Sch. 1 paras. 6, 7 repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1973 (c. 39), s. 1(1), Sch. 1 Pt. IX

Extension of power of Minister of Supply to make
byelaws under Military Lands Acts, 1892 to 1903

8 (1) Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, the power of the Minister of Supply to
make byelaws under the Military Lands Acts, 1892 to 1903, shall be exercisable in
relation to any land vested in another person which the Minister has for the time
being the right of using for any purpose of the Ministry of Supply as if the land were
vested in the Minister and appropriated for that purpose:

Provided that nothing in any byelaws made by virtue of this subparagraph shall
injuriously affect the private rights of any person further or otherwise than is
authorized by the grant of the right to use the land.

(2) Nothing in this paragraph shall apply to land which the Minister has for the time
being the right of using by virtue of an order made under Regulation fifty-two of the
Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, or in consequence of possession of the land
having been taken under Part IV of those Regulations.

(3) Any byelaws made by the Minister of Supply by virtue of paragraph (4) of the
said Regulation fifty-two which are in force at the commencement of this Act shall
continue in force and have effect as if they had been made by virtue of this paragraph.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C5 Functions of Minister of Supply under para. 8 now exercisable by Secretary of State: S.I. 1953/1673

(1953 I, p. 1222), 1957/561 (1957 I, p. 1435), 1959/1768, 1826 (1959 I, pp. 1793, 1791), 1964/490,
2048, 1967/155 and 1970/1537
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9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F23

Textual Amendments
F23 Sch. 1 para. 9 repealed by Public Records Act 1958 (c. 51), Sch. 4

SECOND SCHEDULE Section 2.

PROVISIONS OF DEFENCE (TRADING WITH THE
ENEMY) REGULATIONS 1940, PERMANENTLY ENACTED

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C6 Functions of the Board of Trade now exercisable concurrently by Secretary of State; S.I. 1970/1537,

art. 2(1)(a)

1 In this Schedule “the principal Act” means the Trading with the M3Enemy Act 1939.

Marginal Citations
M3 1939 c. 89.

2 (1) In subsection (1) of section one of the principal Act after the words “any person who
trades with” there shall be inserted the words “or attempts to trade with”, and after
paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of that section there shall be inserted the words “and
any reference in this Act to an attempt tp trade with the enemy shall be construed
accordingly”.

(2) In paragraph (ii) of the proviso to subsection (2) of the said section one for the
words “had been performed before the commencement of the war by reason of which
the person from whom the payment was received became an enemy” there shall be
substituted the words “had already been performed when the payment was received,
and had been performed at a time when the person from whom the payment was
received was not an enemy”.

(3) Proceedings in respect of an offence of trading with the enemy alleged to have been
committed by any person may be taken before the appropriate court in the United
Kingdom having jurisdiction in the place where that person is for the time being.

(4) The following subsection shall be inserted after subsection (3) of section one of the
principal Act:—

“(3A) In any proceedings for an offence of trading with the enemy, the fact that
any document has been despatched addressed to a person in enemy territory
shall, unless the contrary is proved, be evidence, as against any person who
was a party to the despatch of the document, that the person to whom the
document was despatched was an enemy.”

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Eliz2/1-2/47/schedule/1/paragraph/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1958/51
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1958/51/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1970/1537
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1970/1537/article/2/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1939/89
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C7 The text of Sch. 1 para. 5(1), Sch. 2 paras. 2(1)(2)(4), 3, 4, 5, 8 is in the form in which it was originally

enacted: it was not reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which
may have been made prior to 1.2.1991.

3 Subsection (1) of section two of the principal Act shall be amended as follows:—

(a) at the end of paragraph (c) the word “or” shall be omitted and after paragraph (d)
there shall be inserted the following words—

“and

(e) as respects any business carried on in enemy territory, any individual or body
of persons (whether corporate or unincorporate) carrying on that business;”;

(b) for the words “does not include any person by reason only that he is an enemy
subject” there shall be substituted the words “does not include any individual by
reason only that he is an enemy subject”

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C8 The text of Sch. 1 para. 5(1), Sch. 2 paras. 2(1)(2)(4), 3, 4, 5, 8 is in the form in which it was originally

enacted: it was not reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which
may have been made prior to 1.2.1991.

4 After section three of the principal Act there shall be inserted the following section:
—

“3A  Power to control and wind up certain businesses.
(1) Where any business is being carried on in the United Kingdom by, or on

behalf of, or under the direction of, persons all or any of whom are enemies
or enemy subjects or appear to the Board of Trade to be associated with
enemies, the Board of Trade may, if they think it expedient so to do, make—

(a) an order (hereafter in this section referred to as a “restriction order”)
prohibiting the carrying on the business either absolutely or except
for such purposes and subject to such conditions as may be specified
in the order; or

(b) an order (hereafter in this section referred to as a “winding up order”)
requiring the business to be wound up,

and the making of a restriction order as respects any business shall not
prejudice the power of the Board, if they think it expedient so to do, at any
subsequent date to make a winding up order as respects that business.

(2) Where an order under subsection (1) of this section is made as respects any
business, the Board of Trade may, by that or a subsequent order, appoint a
controller to control and supervise the carrying out of the order, and, in the
case of a winding up order, to conduct the winding up of the business, and
may confer on the controller any such powers in relation to the business as
are exercisable by a liquidator in the voluntary winding up of a company in
relation to the company (including power in the name of the person carrying
on the business or in his own name, and by deed or otherwise, to convey
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or transfer any property, and power to apply to the court to determine any
question arising in the carrying out of the order), and may by the order
confer on the controller such other powers as the Board think necessary or
convenient for the purpose of giving full effect to the order.

(3) Where a restriction order or a winding up order is made as respects any
business, the distribution of any assets of the business which are distributed
while the order is in force shall be subject to the same rules as to preferential
payments as are applicable to the distribution of the assets of a company
which is being wound up, and the said assets of the business shall, so far as
they are available for discharging unsecured debts, be applied in discharging
unsecured debts due to creditors of the business who are not enemies in
priority to unsecured debts due to any other creditors, and any balance,
after providing for the discharge of all liabilities of the business, shall be
distributed among the persons interested in the business in such manner as
the Board of Trade may direct:

Provided that the provisions of this subsection shall, in their application to
the distribution of any money or other property which would, in accordance
with those provisions, fall to be paid or transferred to an enemy, whether as
a creditor or otherwise, have effect subject to the provisions of section seven
of this Act (which relates to the collection of enemy debts and the custody
of enemy property) and of any order made under that section.

(4) Where any business for which a controller has been appointed under this
section has assets in enemy territory, the controller shall, if in his opinion it
is practicable so to do, cause an estimate to be prepared—

(a) of the value of those assets;
(b) of the amount of any liabilities of the business to creditors, whether

secured or unsecured, who are enemies,
(c) of the amount of the claims of persons who are enemies to

participate, otherwise than as creditors of the business, in any
distribution of assets of the business made while an order under
subsection (1) of this section is in force as respects the business;

and, where such an estimate is made, the said liabilities and claims shall, for
the purposes of this section, be deemed to have been satisfied out of the said
assets of the business in enemy territory, or to have been satisfied thereout
so far as those assets will go, and only the balance (if any) shall rank for
satisfaction out of the other assets of the business.

(5) Where an estimate has been prepared under the last preceding subsection, a
certificate of the controller as to the value or amount of any assets, claims or
liabilities to which the estimate relates shall be conclusive for the purpose of
determining the amount of the assets of the business available for discharging
the other liabilities of the business and for distribution amongst other persons
claiming to be interested in the business:

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall affect the rights of creditors of,
and other persons interested in, the business against the assets of the business
in enemy territory.

(6) The Board of Trade may, on an application made by a controller appointed
under this section, after considering the application and any objections which
may be made by any person who appears to them to be interested, by order
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grant the controller a release, and an order of the Board under this subsection
shall discharge the controller from all liability in respect of any act done
or default made by him in the exercise and performance of his powers and
duties as controller; but any such order may be revoked by the Board on
proof that it was obtained by fraud or by suppression or concealment of any
material fact.

(7) If any person contravenes, or fails to comply with, the provisions of any order
made under subsection (1) of this section, he shall be guilty of an offence
of trading with the enemy.

(8) Where an order under subsection (1) of this section has been made as respects
a business carried on by any individuals or by a company, no bankruptcy
petition, or petition for sequestration or summary sequestration against the
individuals, or petition for the winding up of the company, shall be presented,
or resolution for the winding up of the company passed, or steps for the
enforcement of the rights of any creditors of the individuals or company
taken, without the consent of the Board of Trade, but where the business is
carried on by a company the Board of Trade may present a petition for the
winding up of the company by the court, and the making of an order under
this section shall be a ground on which the company may be wound up by
the court.

(9) Where an order is made under this section appointing a controller for any
business, any remuneration of, and any costs, charges and expenses incurred
by, the controller, and any other costs, charges and expenses incurred in
connection with the control and supervision of the carrying out of the order,
shall, to such amount as may be certified by the Board of Trade, be defrayed
out of the assets of the business, and as from the date of the certificate, be
charged on those assets in priority to any other charges thereon.”

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C9 The text of Sch. 1 para. 5(1), Sch. 2 paras. 2(1)(2)(4), 3, 4, 5, 8 is in the form in which it was originally

enacted: it was not reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which
may have been made prior to 1.2.1991.

5 In the proviso to subsection (3) of section four of the principal Act for the words
“a court of a State at war with His Majesty” there shall be substituted the words “a
court having jurisdiction in enemy territory”.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C10 The text of Sch. 1 para. 5(1), Sch. 2 paras. 2(1)(2)(4), 3, 4, 5, 8 is in the form in which it was originally

enacted: it was not reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which
may have been made prior to 1.2.1991.

6 (1) The rights, powers, duties and liabilities which may be conferred and imposed by
the Board of Trade on custodians of enemy property under subsection (1) of section
seven of the principal Act shall, where it appears to the Board that it is expedient
that any business should be carried on or continue to be carried on in or from the
United Kingdom, include such rights, powers, duties and liabilities as respects the
property and money mentioned in paragraph (d) of the said subsection (1) as, in the
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opinion of the Board, are necessary or expedient in order to enable that business so
to be carried on.

(2) The power of the Board of Trade under the said subsection (1) shall include power,
where a custodian dies or for any other reason ceases to hold office as such, by order
to vest in his successor any property or right which was vested in the first mentioned
custodian at the time of his dying or ceasing to hold office.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in the said section seven, a custodian shall, if the Treasury
so directs, pay or transfer, to such persons as may be specified in the direction—

(a) any money so specified which has been paid to the custodian as being money
which, but for the existence of a state of war, would have been payable to
or for the benefit of—

(i) an individual resident in any enemy territory which is not under the
sovereignty of a Power with whom Her Majesty is at war, or in any
area in relation to which the provisions of the principal Act apply as
they apply in relation to enemy territory.

(ii) an individual or body of persons (whether corporate or
unincorporate) carrying on business in any such territory or area, or

(iii) any body of persons (whether corporate or unincorporate) carrying
on business in any place, and controlled by any such individual or
body of persons as is mentioned in subhead (i) or subhead (ii) of
this head;

(b) any property so specified, being property which, or the right of transfer of
which, has been vested in the custodian as being property belonging to, or
held or managed on behalf of, any such individual or body of persons as is
mentioned in subhead (i), subhead (ii) or subhead (iii) of head (a) of this
sub-paragraph.

(4) Notwithstanding anything in the said section seven, a custodian shall, if the Treasury
so directs, pay or transfer to such person as may be specified in the direction, being a
person who appears to the Treasury to exercise, in any of Her Majesty’s dominions,
in any other territory to which Her Majesty has power to extend the provisions of the
principal Act, or in any territory of a Power allied with Her Majesty or of any other
Power for the time being at war with any Power with whom Her Majesty is for the
time being at war, the functions of a custodian of enemy property—

(a) any moneys so specified which have been paid to the custodian on grounds
other than those specified in head (a) of the last foregoing sub-paragraph;

(b) any property so specified, being property which, or the right of transfer of
which, has been vested in the custodian on any grounds other than those
specified in head (b) of the said sub-paragraph.

(5) An order made under the said section seven may empower a custodian, acting under
a general or special direction given by the Treasury or by the Board of Trade with
sanction of the Treasury, to reduce or remit any of the fees required to be paid to him
under any such order.

(6) The Board of Trade may, if in their opinion it is expedient in the national interest
so to do, direct—

(a) that a custodian in exercising any power conferred on him to sell any shares
in, or stock or other securities of, any body corporate may sell the shares,
stock or securities to a person notwithstanding that he has not made the
highest offer therefor; and
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(b) that a custodian in exercising any such powers as aforesaid shall sell any such
shares, stock or securities as aforesaid to a person specified in the direction
or to a person who is one of a class of persons so specified, without seeking
any other offers for the shares, stock or securities.

and notwithstanding anything in the said section seven, the sale shall be effected
accordingly.

(7) A custodian in exercising any power conferred on him to transfer or to sell any shares
in, or stock or other securities of, a body corporate which, or the right to transfer
which, have been vested in him shall not be bound by any provision in any article
of association, byelaw or other rule governing the body corporate which restricts the
right to transfer shares, stock or other securities or imposes any conditions as to the
price at which, or the persons to whom, shares, stock or other securities are to be
offered or sold, and where a custodian in exercise of that power executes a transfer
(including a transfer by way of sale) of shares, stock or other securities, the body
corporate shall, upon the receipt of the transfer, do all things necessary to give effect
thereto notwithstanding any such provision as aforesaid and notwithstanding that
the custodian is not in possession of the certificate, scrip or other document of title
relating to the shares, stock or securities.

7 (1) Where under the principal Act the right to transfer any securities registered or
inscribed in a register, branch register or other book kept in the United Kingdom
has been vested in a custodian of enemy property on the grounds that the securities
belonged to, or were held or managed on behalf of,—

(a) an individual resident in any enemy territory which is not under the
sovereignty of a Power with whom Her Majesty is at war, or in any area in
relation to which the provisions of the principal Act apply as they apply in
relation to enemy territory.

(b) an individual or body of persons (whether corporate or unicorporate)
carrying on business in any such territory or area, or

(c) any body of persons (whether corporate or unincorporate) carrying on
business in any place and controlled by any such individual or body of
persons as is mentioned in head (a) or (b) of this sub-paragraph,

and the right to transfer the securities has been exercised so as to vest the securities
in the custodian or any person acting under his directions, the Board of Trade may
by order direct that this paragraph shall apply to the securities.

(2) The Board of Trade shall forthwith give notice of the making of an order under the last
foregoing sub-paragraph to the company or other body in whose book the securities
in question are registered or inscribed, and thereupon—

(a) the securities shall by virtue of this paragraph and without more vest in
the person who would have been entitled thereto but for the vesting in the
custodian of the right to transfer the securities;

(b) the said company or other body shall cause the securities to be registered
or inscribed in the name of the person in whose name they were registered
or inscribed immediately before the exercise by the custodian of his right to
transfer the securities;

(c) notwithstanding anything in head (b) of this sub-paragraph, where the person
mentioned therein is not the same as the person in whom the securities
are vested by virtue of this paragraph, and before the securities have been
registered or inscribed in pursuance of head (b) of this sub-paragraph the
person in whom they are so vested has submitted to the said company or
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body proof to their satisfaction of his title thereto, the company or body may
cause the securities to be registered or inscribed in his name.

(3) The vesting, registration or inscription of any securities in pursuance of this
paragraph shall be without prejudice to any lien or charge to which they were subject
immediately before the time at which the order in question was revoked, and shall
not affect anything done before that time.

(4) In this paragraph the expression “securities” means annuities, stock, shares, bonds,
debentures or debenture stock.

8 After subsection (1) of section fifteen of the principal Act there shall be inserted
the following subsection:—

“(1A) The Board of Trade may by order direct that the provisions of this Act shall
apply in relation to any area specified in the order as they apply in relation
to enemy territory, and the said provisions shall apply accordingly.”

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C11 The text of Sch. 1 para. 5(1), Sch. 2 paras. 2(1)(2)(4), 3, 4, 5, 8 is in the form in which it was originally

enacted: it was not reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which
may have been made prior to 1.2.1991.

9 (1) Where after the commencement of this Act any area ceases to be enemy territory
as defined in the principal Act (whether by reason of the occupation thereof by Her
Majesty or a Power allied with Her Majesty or by reason of its no longer being in the
occupation of a Power with whom Her Majesty is at war, or for any other reason) that
area shall, for the purposes of sections three A, four, five and seven of the principal
Act (which relate to the control and winding up of businesses, negotiable instruments
and choses in action, the transfer of allotment of securities, and the collection of
enemy debts and custody and release of enemy property) and, save as expressly
provided by any such order, for the purposes of any order made under the said section
seven, be treated as if, until such time as the Board of Trade may be order specify,
there had been no such cessation.

(2) The foregoing provisions of this paragraph shall apply in relation to any area which
ceased to be enemy territory, as defined in the principal Act, on or after the twenty-
second day of July, nineteen hundred and forty-three, but before the commencement
of this Act (other than an area which, on the twenty-eighth day of September, nineteen
hundred and forty-four, was an area under the sovereignty of a Power with whom His
late Majesty was then at war) as they apply to any area ceasing to be enemy territory,
as so defined, after the commencement of this Act.

(3) Where under subsection (1a) of section fifteen of the principal Act (which empowers
the Board of Trade by order to direct that the principal Act shall apply in relation to
any area specified in the order as it applies in relation to enemy territory) an order
has been made applying to any area and that order is, whether before or after the
commencement of this Act, revoked or varied so that it no longer applies to that
area, the foregoing provisions of this paragraph shall, with the necessary adaptations,
apply in relation to that area as if, on the revocation, or, as the case may be, the
variation, of the order, the area had ceased to be enemy territory as defined in the
principal Act.
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10 (1) Any order or direction made or given under any provision of Regulations four, four
A and six of the Defence (Trading with the Enemy) Regulations 1940, which is in
force at the commencement of this Act shall continue in force and have effect as if it
had been made or given under the corresponding provision of this Schedule, and any
order made, estimate prepared, certificate issued or petition presented by virtue of
Regulation three A of the said Regulations which is in force at the commencement
of this Act shall continue in force and have effect as if it had been made, prepared,
issued or presented by virtue of paragraph 4 of this Schedule.

(2) Any document referring to the Defence (Trading with the Enemy) Regulations 1940,
or any provision thereof shall be construed as referring to this Schedule or the
corresponding provision, if any, of this Schedule.

THIRD SCHEDULE

. . . F24

Textual Amendments
F24 Sch. 3 repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1974 (c. 22), s. 1, Sch. Pt. X

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Eliz2/1-2/47/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1974/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1974/22/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1974/22/schedule/part/X


16 Emergency Laws (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953 (c. 47)
Document Generated: 2023-04-26

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Emergency Laws (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1953.


