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Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953
1953 CHAPTER 20 1 and 2 Eliz 2

PART III

GENERAL

Searches and Certificates

32 Searches in registers kept by registrars.

Every registrar shall at any time when his office is required to be open for the
transaction of public business allow searches to be made in any register of births or
register of deaths in his keeping, and shall give a copy certified [F1by the registrar] of
any entry therein F2... .

Provided that this section shall not apply in relation to a register of still–births except as
the registrar may, with the consent of the Registrar General, in any particular case allow.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 32 substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(8)
F2 Words in s. 32 omitted (12.7.2016) by virtue of Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 para.

25; S.I. 2016/603, reg. 3(w)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 1(2)(a)(aa) substituted for s. 1(2)(a) by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 2(2) (This S.I. is

amended by S.I. 2014/560, Sch. 1 para. 34 and S.I. 2019/1458, reg. 19(2)(a))
– s. 1(4) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 2(4) (This S.I. is amended by S.I.

2019/1458, reg. 19(2)(b))
– s. 2A-2E inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 4 (This S.I. is amended by S.I.

2019/1458, reg. 19(4))
– s. 9(3A) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 10(2) (This S.I. is amended by S.I.

2019/1458, reg. 19(5))
– s. 9(6) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 10(3)
– s. 10(1)(h) and word inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(2)(d)
– s. 10(1B)(g) and word inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(3)(d)
– s. 10(1C) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(4)
– s. 10(1C)s. 10(2)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(5)
– s. 10(1C)s. 10(2A)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(5)
– s. 10B10C inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 13 (This S.I. is amended by S.I.

2019/1458, reg. 19(7))
– s. 16(2)(ba) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(2)(c)
– s. 16(4) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(5)
– s. 17(2)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(2)(b)
– s. 17(4) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(4)
– s. 18(1) s. 18 renumbered as s. 18(1) by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 10(5)
– s. 18(2) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 10(5)

by 2022 c. 35 s. 39(6)(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The
insertion of s. 18(2) by 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 10(5) remains prospective.)

– s. 18(2) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 10(5)
– s. 23(4) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 44
– s. 33A inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 19
– s. 33A(1) words substituted by 2016 c. 19 Sch. 15 para. 27(a)
– s. 33A(3) omitted by 2016 c. 19 Sch. 15 para. 27(b)
– s. 36(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 15
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