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Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953
1953 CHAPTER 20 1 and 2 Eliz 2

PART I

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS

13 Registration of name of child or of alteration of name.

(1) Where, before the expiration of twelve months from the date of the registration of the
birth of any child, the name by which it was registered is altered or, if it was registered
without a name, a name is given to the child, the registrar or superintendent registrar
having the custody of the register in which the birth was registered, upon delivery to
him at any time of a certificate in the prescribed form signed—

(a) if the name was altered or given in baptism, either by the person who
performed the rite of baptism or by the person who has the custody of the
register, if any, in which the baptism is recorded, or

(b) if a name has not been given to the child in baptism, by the father, mother or
guardian of the child or other person procuring the name of the child to be
altered or given,

F1... shall, without any erasure of the original entry, forthwith enter in the register the
name mentioned in the certificate as having been given to the child, F2...

[F3(1ZA) In the case of a child who has a parent by virtue of section 42 or 43 of the Human
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, the reference in subsection (1)(b) to the father
of the child is to be read as a reference to the woman who is a parent of the child by
virtue of that section.]

[F4(1A) The registrar or superintendent registrar having custody of the register in question
shall also—

(a) state upon the certificate mentioned in subsection (1) of this section the fact
that the entry so mentioned has been made;

(b) forthwith send the certificate to the Registrar General; and
(c) either—
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(i) send with the certificate a certified copy of the entry of the birth with
the name added under this section, or

(ii) provide the Registrar General, within seven days beginning with
the day on which the entry under this section is made, with the
information contained in that entry in an electronic form approved by
the Registrar General.]

[F5(1B) Where a certificate delivered under subsection (1) is in an approved electronic form,
the registrar or superintendent registrar may (subject to the terms of any approval
given by the Registrar General under section 39(2)) discharge the duty set out in
subsection (1A)(a) by incorporating into the certificate (or a copy of it), or associating
to the certificate (or a copy of it), an electronic signature and a statement that the entry
mentioned in subsection (1) has been made.]

(2) Where the name of a child is altered or given in baptism, the person who performed the
rite of baptism or who has the custody of any register in which the baptism is recorded
shall issue the certificate required under this section F6....

F7(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(4) This section shall not apply in relation to a still–born child.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words repealed by S.I. 1968/1242, Sch. 2
F2 Words in s. 13(1) omitted (13.11.2006) by virtue of The Registration of Births and Deaths (Electronic

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2809), arts. 1(1), 2(2)
F3 S. 13(1ZA) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) by

Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 6 para. 8; S.I. 2009/479, art. 6(1)
(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.)

F4 S. 13(1A) inserted (13.11.2006) by The Registration of Births and Deaths (Electronic Communications
and Electronic Storage) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2809), arts. 1(1), 2(3)

F5 S. 13(1B) inserted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic Communications and
Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(3)

F6 Words in s. 13(2) omitted (12.7.2016) by virtue of Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15
para. 22; S.I. 2016/603, reg. 3(w)

F7 S. 13(3) repealed by Merchant Shipping Act 1970 (c. 36), Sch. 5

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1968/1242
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1968/1242/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2809
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2809
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2809/article/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2809/article/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/22/section/68/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/22/schedule/6/paragraph/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/479
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/479/article/6/1/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/479/article/6/1/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/479/article/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/479/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2809
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2809
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2809/article/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2809/article/2/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Eliz2/1-2/20/section/13/1B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/1231
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/1231
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/1231/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/1231/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19/section/94/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19/schedule/15/paragraph/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19/schedule/15/paragraph/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/603
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/603/regulation/3/w
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1970/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1970/36/schedule/5


Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953 (c. 20)
Document Generated: 2024-04-23

3

Changes to legislation: 
There are outstanding changes not yet made by the legislation.gov.uk editorial team to Births and
Deaths Registration Act 1953. Any changes that have already been made by the team appear in
the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 1(2)(a)(aa) substituted for s. 1(2)(a) by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 2(2) (This S.I. is

amended by S.I. 2014/560, Sch. 1 para. 34 and S.I. 2019/1458, reg. 19(2)(a))
– s. 1(4) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 2(4) (This S.I. is amended by S.I.

2019/1458, reg. 19(2)(b))
– s. 2A-2E inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 4 (This S.I. is amended by S.I.

2019/1458, reg. 19(4))
– s. 9(3A) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 10(2) (This S.I. is amended by S.I.

2019/1458, reg. 19(5))
– s. 9(6) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 10(3)
– s. 10(1)(h) and word inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(2)(d)
– s. 10(1B)(g) and word inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(3)(d)
– s. 10(1C) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(4)
– s. 10(1C)s. 10(2)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(5)
– s. 10(1C)s. 10(2A)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(5)
– s. 10B10C inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 13 (This S.I. is amended by S.I.

2019/1458, reg. 19(7))
– s. 16(2)(ba) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(2)(c)
– s. 16(4) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(5)
– s. 17(2)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(2)(b)
– s. 17(4) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(4)
– s. 18(1) s. 18 renumbered as s. 18(1) by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 10(5)
– s. 18(2) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 10(5)

by 2022 c. 35 s. 39(6)(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The
insertion of s. 18(2) by 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 10(5) remains prospective.)

– s. 18(2) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 10(5)
– s. 23(4) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 44
– s. 33A inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 19
– s. 33A(1) words substituted by 2016 c. 19 Sch. 15 para. 27(a)
– s. 33A(3) omitted by 2016 c. 19 Sch. 15 para. 27(b)
– s. 36(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 15

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/2/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/10/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/11/2/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/11/3/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/11/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/11/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/11/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/8/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/8/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/9/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/9/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/10/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/39/6/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/10/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19/schedule/15/paragraph/27/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/19/schedule/15/paragraph/27/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/schedule/6/paragraph/15

