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Prevention of Crime Act 1953
1953 CHAPTER 14 1 and 2 Eliz 2

[F11A Offence of threatening with offensive weapon in public

(1) A person is guilty of an offence if that person—
(a) has an offensive weapon with him or her in a public place,
(b) unlawfully and intentionally threatens another person with the weapon, and
(c) does so in such a way that there is an immediate risk of serious physical harm

to that other person.

(2) For the purposes of this section physical harm is serious if it amounts to grievous
bodily harm for the purposes of the Offences against the Person Act 1861.

(3) In this section “public place” and “offensive weapon” have the same meaning as in
section 1.

(4) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months

or to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum, or to both;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 4 years

or to a fine, or to both.

(5) Where a person aged 16 or over is convicted of an offence under this section, the court
must impose an appropriate custodial sentence (with or without a fine) unless the court
is of the opinion that there are particular circumstances which—

(a) relate to the offence or to the offender, and
(b) would make it unjust to do so in all the circumstances.

(6) In this section “appropriate custodial sentence” means—
(a) in the case of a person who is aged 18 or over when convicted, a sentence of

imprisonment for a term of at least 6 months;
(b) in the case of a person who is aged at least 16 but under 18 when convicted,

a detention and training order of at least 4 months.

(7) In considering whether it is of the opinion mentioned in subsection (5) in the case of
a person aged under 18, the court must have regard to its duty under section 44 of the
Children and Young Persons Act 1933.
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(8) In relation to an offence committed before the commencement of section 154(1) of
the Criminal Justice Act 2003, the reference in subsection (4)(a) to 12 months is to be
read as a reference to 6 months.

(9) In relation to times before the coming into force of paragraph 180 of Schedule 7 to
the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000, the reference in subsection (6)(a)
to a sentence of imprisonment, in relation to an offender aged under 21 at the time of
conviction, is to be read as a reference to a sentence of detention in a young offender
institution.

(10) If on a person's trial for an offence under this section (whether on indictment or not)
the person is found not guilty of that offence but it is proved that the person committed
an offence under section 1, the person may be convicted of the offence under that
section.]

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 1A inserted (3.12.2012) by Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (c. 10),

ss. 142(1), 151(1); S.I. 2012/2770, art. 2(a)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Eliz2/1-2/14/section/1A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/10/section/142/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/10/section/151/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2770
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2770/article/2/a


Prevention of Crime Act 1953 (c. 14)
Document Generated: 2023-10-28

3

Status: 
Point in time view as at 03/12/2012. This version of this provision has been superseded.

Changes to legislation: 
Prevention of Crime Act 1953, Section 1A is up to date with all changes known to be in force
on or before 28 October 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date.
Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.


