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Companies (Consolidation) Act 1908
1908 CHAPTER 69 8 Edw 7

PART IV

WINDING UP.

Supplemental Provisions.

205 Avoidance of transfers, &c. after commencement of winding up.

(1) In the case of voluntary winding up, every transfer of shares, except transfers made to
or with the sanction of the liquidator, and every alteration in the status of the members
of the company made after the commencement of the winding up, shall be void.

(2) In the case of a winding up by or subject to the supervision of the court, every
disposition of the property (including things in action) of the company, and every
transfer of shares, or alteration in the status of its members, made after the
commencement of the winding up, shall, unless the court otherwise orders, be void.

206 Debts of all descriptions to be proved.

In every winding up (subject in the case of insolvent companies to the application in
accordance with the provisions of this Act of the law of bankruptcy) all debts payable
on a contingency, and all claims against the company, present or future, certain or
contingent, ascertained or sounding only in damages, shall be admissible to proof
against the company, a just estimate being made, so far as possible, of the value of
such debts or claims as may be subject to any contingency or sound only in damages,
or for some other reason do not bear a certain value.

207 Application of bankruptcy rules in winding up of insolvent English and Irish
companies.

In the winding up of an insolvent company registered in England or Ireland the same
rules shall prevail and be observed with regard to the respective rights of secured
and unsecured creditors and to debts provable and to the valuation of annuities and
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future and contingent liabilities as are in force for the time being under the law of
bankruptcy in England or Ireland, as the case may be, with respect to the estates of
persons adjudged bankrupt; and all persons who in any such case would be entitled to
prove for and receive dividends out of the assets of the company may come in under
the winding up, and make such claims against the company as they respectively are
entitled to by virtue of this section.

208 Ranking of claims in Scotland.

In the winding up of a company registered in Scotland, the general and special rules
in regard to voting and ranking for payment of dividends provided by sections forty-
nine to sixty-six of the Bankruptcy (Scotland) Act, 1856, or any other rules in regard
thereto which may be in force for the time being in the sequestration of the estates of
bankrupts in Scotland, shall, so far as is consistent with this Act, apply to creditor of
the company voting in matters relating to the winding tip, and ranking for payment
of dividends ; and for this purpose sequestration shall be taken to mean winding up,
trustee to mean liquidator, and sheriff to mean the court.

209 Preferential payments.

(1) In a winding up there shall be paid in priority to all other debts—
(a) All parochial or other local rates due from the company at the date hereinafter

mentioned, and having become due and payable within twelve months next
before that date, and all assessed taxes, land tax, property or income tax
assessed on the company up to the fifth day of April next before that date, and
not exceeding in the whole one year's assessment;

(b) All wages or salary of any clerk or servant in respect of services rendered
to the company during four months before the said date, not exceeding fifty
pounds; and

(c) All wages of any workman or labourer not exceeding twenty-five pounds,
whether payable for time or for piece work, in respect of services rendered
to the company during two months before the said date : Provided that where
any labourer in husbandry lias entered into a contract for the payment of a
portion of his wages in a lump sum at the end of the year of hiring, he shall
have priority in respect of the whole of such sum, or a part thereof, as the court
may decide to be due under the contract, proportionate to the time of service
up to the said date ; and

(d) Unless the company is being wound up voluntarily merely for the purposes
of reconstruction or of amalgamation with another company, all amounts
(not exceeding in any individual case one hundred pounds) due in respect
of compensation under the Workmen's Compensation Act, 1906, the liability
wherefor accrued before the said date, subject nevertheless to the provisions
of section five of that Act.

(2) The foregoing debts shall—
(a) Rank equally among themselves and be paid in full, unless the assets are

insufficient to meet them, in which case they shall abate in equal proportions ;
and

(b) In the case of a company registered in England or Ireland, so far as the assets
of the company available' for payment of general creditors are insufficient to
meet them, have priority over the claims of holders-of debentures under any
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floating charge created by the company, and be paid accordingly out of any
property comprised in or subject to that charge.

(3) Subject to the retention of such sums as maybe necessary for the costs and expenses of
the winding up, the foregoing debts shall be discharged forthwith so far as the assets
are sufficient to meet them.

(4) In the event of a landlord or other person distraining or having distrained on any goods
or effects of the company within three months next before the date of a winding-up
order, the debts to which priority is given by this section shall be a first charge on the-
goods or effects so distrained on, or the proceeds of the sale thereof :

Provided that in respect of any money paid under any such charge the landlord or other
person shall have the same rights of priority as the person to whom the payment is
made.

(5) The date herein-before in this section referred to is—
(a) in the case of a company ordered to be wound up compulsorily which had not

previously commenced to be wound up voluntarily, the date of the winding-
up order; and

(b) in any other case, the date of the commencement of the winding up.

210 Fraudulent preference.

(1) Any conveyance, mortgage, delivery of goods, payment, execution, or other act
relating to property which would, if made or done by or against an individual, be
deemed in his bankruptcy a fraudulent preference, shall, if made or done by or against
a company, be deemed, in the event of its being-wound up, a fraudulent preference of
its creditors, and be invalid accordingly.

(2) For the purposes of this section the presentation of a petition for winding up in the
case of a winding up by or subject to the supervision of the court, and a resolution for
winding up in the case of a voluntary winding-up, shall be deemed to correspond with
the act of bankruptcy in the case of an individual.

(3) Any conveyance or assignment by a company of all its property to trustees for the
benefit of all its creditors shall be void to all intents.

211 Avoidance of certain attachments, executions, &c. in case of company registered
in England or Ireland.

Where any company (being a company registered in England or Ireland) is being
wound up by or subject to the supervision of the court, any attachment, sequestration,
distress, or execution put in force against the estate or effects of the company after the
commencement of the winding-up shall be void to all intents.

212 Effect of floating charge.

Where a company is being wound up, a floating charge on the undertaking or property
of the company created within three months of the commencement of the winding
up shall, unless it is proved that the company immediately after the creation of. the
charge was solvent, be invalid, except to the amount of any cash paid to the company
at the time of or subsequently to the creation of, and in consideration for, the charge,
together with interest on that amount at the rate of five per cent. per annum.
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213 Effect in case of company registered in Scotland of diligence within sixty days of
winding up by or subject to supervision of court.

In the winding up, by or subject to the supervision of the court, of a company registered
in Scotland, the following provisions shall have effect :—

(1) The winding up shall, in the case of a winding up by the court as at its commencement,
and in the case of a winding up subject to supervision as at the date of the presentation
of the petition on which the supervision order is pronounced, be equivalent to an
arrestment iii execution and decree of forthcoming, and to an executed or completed
poinding ; and no arrestment or poinding of the funds or effects of the company,
executed on or after the sixtieth day prior to the commencement of the winding up by
the court, or to the presentation of the petition on which a supervision order is made,
as the case may be, shall be effectual; and those funds or effects, or the proceeds of
those effects, if sold, shall be made forthcoming to the liquidator : Provided that any
arrester or poinder before the date of the winding up, or of the petition, as the case
may be, who is thus deprived of the benefit of his diligence, shall have preference out
of those funds or effects for the expense bona fide incurred by him in such diligence :

(2) The winding up shall, as at the respective dates afore said, be equivalent to a decree of
adjudication of the heritable estates of the company for payment of the whole debts of
the company, principal and interest, accumulated at the said dates respectively, subject
to such preferable heritable rights and securities as existed at the said dates and are
valid and unchallengeable, and the right to poind the ground herein-after provided:

(3) The provisions of sections one hundred and twelve to one hundred and seventeen, and
of section one hundred and twenty, of the Bankruptcy (Scotland) Act, 1856, shall, so
far as is consistent with this Act, apply to the realisation of heritable estates affected
by such heritable rights and securities as aforesaid ; and for the purposes of this
Act the words “sequestration ” and “trustee ” occurring in those sections shall mean
respectively “winding up” and “liquidator”; and . the expression “the Lord Ordinary
or the court” shall mean “the court ” as defined by this Act with respect to Scotland:

(4) No poinding of the ground which has not been carried into execution by sale of the
effects sixty days before the respective dates aforesaid shall, except to the extent
herein-after provided, be available in any question with the liquidator: Provided that
no creditor who holds a security over the heritable estate preferable to the right of
the liquidator shall be prevented from executing a poinding of the ground after the
respective dates aforesaid, but that poinding shall in competition with the liquidator be
available only for the interest on the debt for the current half-yearly term, and for the
arrears of interest for one year immediately before the commencement of that term.

214 General scheme of liquidation may be sanctioned.

(1) The liquidator may, with the sanction following (that is to say)—
(a) in the case of a winding up by the court in England with the sanction either

of the court or of the committee of inspection ;
(b) in the case of a winding up by the court in Scotland or Ireland, and in the case

of any winding up subject to supervision, with the sanction of the court; and
(c) in the case of a voluntary winding up, with the sanction of an extraordinary

resolution of the company,
do the following things or any of them :—

(i) Pay any classes of creditors in full ;
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(ii) Make any compromise or arrangement with creditors or persons claiming to
be creditors, or having or alleging themselves to have any claim, present or
future, certain or contingent, ascertained or sounding only in damages against
the company, or whereby the company may be rendered liable ;

(iii) Compromise all calls and liabilities to calls, debts, and liabilities capable of
resulting in debts, and all claims, present or future, certain or contingent,
ascertained or sounding only in damages, subsisting or supposed to subsist
between the company and a contributory, or alleged contributory, or other
debtor or person apprehending liability to the company, and all questions in
any way relating to or affecting the assets or the winding up of the company,
on such terms as may be agreed, and take any security for the discharge of
any such call, debt, liability or claim, and give a complete discharge in respect
thereof.

(2) In the case of a winding up by the court in England the exercise by the liquidator of the
powers of this section shall be subject to the control of the court, and any creditor or
contributory may apply to the court with respect to any exercise or proposed exercise
of any of those powers.

215 Power of court to assess damages against delinquent directors, &c.

(1) Where in the course of winding up a company it appears that any person who has taken
part in the formation or promotion of the company, or any past or present director,
manager, or liquidator, or any officer of the company, has misapplied or retained or
become liable or accountable for any money or property of the company, or been
guilty of any misfeasance or breach of trust in relation to the company, the court may,
on the application of the official receiver, or of the liquidator, or of any creditor or
contributory, examine into the conduct of the promoter, director, manager, liquidator,
or officer, and compel him to repay or restore the money or property or any part thereof
respectively with interest at such rate as the court thinks just, or to contribute such sum
to the assets of the company by way of compensation in respect of the misapplication,
retainer, misfeasance, or breach of trust as the court thinks just.

(2) This section shall apply notwithstanding that the offence is one for which the offender
may be criminally responsible.

(3) Where in the case of a winding-up in England an order for payment of money is made
under this section, the order shall be deemed to be a final judgment within the meaning
of paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of section four of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883.

(4) So much of this section as refers to promoters, and to property of a company other
than money, shall not apply to a winding up in Scotland or Ireland.

216 Penalty for falsification of books.

If any director, officer, or contributory of any company being wound up destroys,
mutilates, alters, or falsifies any books, papers, or securities, or makes or is privy to the
making of any false or fraudulent entry in any register, book of account, or document
belonging to the company with intent to defraud or deceive any person, he shall be
guilty of a misdemeanour, and be liable to imprisonment for any term not exceeding
two years, with or without hard labour.
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217 Prosecution of delinquent directors, &c.

(1) If it appears to the court in the course of a winding up by or subject to the supervision of
the court that any past or present director, manager, officer, or member of the company
has been guilty of any offence in relation to the company for which he is criminally
responsible, the court may on the application of any person interested in the winding
up, or of its own motion, direct the liquidator to prosecute for the offence, and may
order the costs and expenses to be paid out of the assets of the company.

(2) If it appears to the liquidator in the course of a voluntary winding up that any past
or present director, manager, officer, or member of the company has been guilty of
any offence in relation to the company for which he is criminally responsible, the
liquidator, with the previous sanction of the court, may prosecute the offender, and all
expenses properly incurred by him in the prosecution shall be payable out of the assets
of the company in priority to all other liabilities.

218 Penalty on perjury.

if any person, on examination on oath authorised under this Act, or in any affidavit or
deposition in or about the winding up of any company or otherwise in or about any
matter arising under this Act, wilfully and corruptly gives false evidence, he shall be
liable to the penalties for wilful perjury.

219 Meetings to ascertain wishes of creditors or contributories.

(1) Where by this Act the court is authorised, in relation to winding up, to have regard to
the wishes of creditors or contributories, as proved to it by any sufficient evidence, the
court may, if it thinks fit, for the purpose of ascertaining those wishes, direct meetings
of the creditors or contributories to be called, held, and conducted in such manner as
the court directs, and may appoint a person to act as chairman of any such meeting
and to report the result thereof to the court.

(2) In the case of creditors, regard shall be had to the value of each creditor's debt.

(3) In the case of contributories, regard shall be had to the number of votes conferred on
each contributory by the articles.

220 Books of company to be evidence.

Where any company is being wound up, all books and papers of the company and
of the liquidators shall, as between the contributories of the company, be prima facie
evidence of the truth of all matters purporting to be therein recorded.

221 Inspection of books.

After an order for a winding up by or subject to the supervision of the court, the court
may make such order for inspection by creditors and contributories of the company of
its books and papers as the court thinks just, and any books and papers in the possession
of the company may be inspected by creditors or contributories accordingly, but not
further or otherwise.
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222 Disposal of books and papers of company.

(1) When a company has been wound up and is about to be dissolved, the books and papers
of the company and of the liquidators may be disposed of as follows (that is to say):—

(a) In the case of a winding up by or subject to the supervision of the court in
such way as the court directs;

(b) In the case of a voluntary winding up in such way as the company by
extraordinary resolution directs.

(2) After five years from the dissolution of the company no responsibility shall rest on
the company, or the liquidators, or any person to whom the custody of the books and
papers has been committed, by reason of tire same not being forthcoming to any person
claiming to be interested therein.

223 Power of court to declare dissolution of company void.

(1) Where a company has been dissolved, the court may at any time within two years of the
date of the dissolution, on an application being made for the purpose by the liquidator
of the company or by any other person who appears to the court to be interested, make
an order, upon such terms as the court thinks fit, declaring the dissolution to have been
void, and thereupon such proceedings may be taken as might have been taken if the
company had not been dissolved.

(2) It shall be the duty of the person on whose application the order was made, within
seven days after the making of the order, to file with the registrar of companies an
office copy of the order, and if that person fails so to do he shall be liable to a fine not
exceeding five pounds for every day during which the default continues.

224 Information as to pending liquidations in England.

(1) Where a company is being wound up in England, if the winding up is not concluded
within one year after its commencement, the liquidator shall, at such intervals as may
be prescribed, until the winding up is concluded, send to the registrar of companies a
statement in the prescribed form and containing the prescribed particulars with respect
to the proceedings in and position of the liquidation.

(2) Any person stating himself in writing to be a creditor or contributory of the company
shall be entitled, by himself-or by his agent, at all reasonable times, on payment
of the prescribed fee, to inspect the statement, and to receive a copy thereof or
extract therefrom; but any person untruthfully so stating himself to be a creditor or
contributory shall be guilty of a contempt of court, and shall be punishable accordingly
on the application of the liquidator or of the official receiver.

(3) if a liquidator fails to comply with the requirements of this section he shall be liable
to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds for each day during which the default continues.

(4) If it appears from any such statement or otherwise that a liquidator has in his hands
or under his control any money representing unclaimed or undistributed assets of the
company which have remained unclaimed or undistributed for six months after the
date of their receipt, the liquidator shall forthwith pay the same to the Companies
Liquidation Account at the Bank of England, and shall be entitled to the prescribed
certificate of receipt for the money so paid, and that certificate shall be an effectual
discharge to him in respect thereof.
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(5) For the purpose of ascertaining and getting in any money payable into the Bank of
England in pursuance of this section, the like powers may be exercised, and by the
like authority, as are exerciseable under section one hundred and sixty-two of the
Bankruptcy Act, 1883, for the purpose of ascertaining and getting in the sums, funds,
and dividends referred to in that section.

(6) Any person claiming to be entitled to any money paid into the Bank of England in
pursuance of this section may apply to the Board of Trade for payment of the same, and
the Board may, on a certificate by the liquidator that the person claiming is entitled,
make an order for the payment to that person of the sum due.

(7) Any person dissatisfied with the decision of the Board of Trade in respect of any claim
made in pursuance of this section may appeal to the High Court.

225 Judicial notice of signature of officers.

In all proceedings under this part of this Act, all courts, judges, and persons judicially
acting, and all officers, judicial or ministerial, of any court, or employed in enforcing;
the process of any court, shall take judicial notice of the signature of any officer of
the High Court in England or Ireland, or of the Court of Session in Scotland, or of
the registrar of the court exercising the stannaries jurisdiction, and also of the official
seal or stamp of the several offices of the High Court in England or Ireland, Court of
Session, or court exercising the stannaries jurisdiction, appended to or impressed on
any document made, issued, or signed under the provisions of this Part of this Act,
or any official copy thereof.

226 Special commission for receiving evidence.

(1) The judges of the county courts in England who sit. at places more than twenty miles
from the General Post Office, and the judge exercising the bankruptcy jurisdiction of
the High Court in Ireland and the assistant barristers and recorders; in Ireland, and
the sheriffs of counties in Scotland, shall be commissioners for the purpose of taking
evidence under this Act, where a company is wound up in any part of the United
Kingdom, and the court may refer the whole or any part of the examination of any
witnesses under this Act to any person, hereby appointed commissioner, although he
is out of the jurisdiction of the court that made the winding-up order.

(2) Every commissioner shall, in addition to any powers which he might lawfully exercise
as a judge of a county court, judge of the High Court, assistant barrister or recorder,
or sheriff, have in the matter so referred to him all the same powers of summoning
and examining witnesses, of requiring the production or delivery of documents, of
punishing defaults by witnesses, and of allowing costs and expenses to witnesses, as
the court which made the winding-up order.

(3) The examination so taken shall be returned or reported, to the court which made the
order in such manner as that court directs.

227 Court may order examination of persons in Scotland.

(1) The court may direct the examination in Scotland of any person for the time being
in Scotland, whether a contributory of the company or not, in regard to the trade,
dealings, affairs, or property of any company in course of being wound up, or of any
person being a contributory of the company, so far as the company may be interested
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therein by reason of his being a contributory ; and the order or commission to take the
examination shall be directed to the sheriff of the county in which the person to be
examined is residing or happens to be for the time ; and the sheriff shall summon that
person to appear before him at a time and place to be specified in the summons for
examination on oath as a witness or as a haver, and to produce any books or papers
called for which are in his possession or power.

(2) The sheriff may take the examination either orally or on written interrogatories, and
shall report the same in writing in the usual form to the court ; and shall transmit with
the report the books and papers produced, if the originals thereof are required and
specified by the order or commission, or otherwise copies thereof or extracts therefrom
authenticated by the sheriff.

(3) If any person so summoned fails to appear at the time and place specified, or refuses
to be examined or to make the production required, the sheriff shall proceed against
him as a witness or haver duly cited and failing to appear or refusing to give evidence
or make production may be proceeded against by the law of Scotland.

(4) The sheriff shall be entitled to such and the like fees, and the witness shall be entitled
to such and the like allowances, as sheriffs when acting as commissioners under
appointment from the Court of Session and as witnesses and havers are entitled to in
the like cases according to the law and practice of Scotland.

(5) If any objection is stated to the sheriff by the witness, either on the ground of his
incompetency as a witness, or as to the production required, or on any other ground,
the sheriff may, if he thinks fit, report the objection to the court, and suspend the
examination of the witness until it has been disposed of by the court.

228 Affidavits, &c. in United Kingdom and colonies.

(1) Any affidavit required to be sworn under the provisions or for the purposes of this
Part of this Act may be sworn in Great Britain or Ireland, or elsewhere within the
dominions of His Majesty, before any court, judge, or person lawfully authorised to
take and receive affidavits or before any of His Majesty's consuls or vice-consuls in
any place outside His Majesty's dominions.

(2) All courts, judges, justices, commissioners, and persons, acting judicially shall take
judicial notice of the seal or stamp or signature (as the case may be) of any such court,
judge, person, consul, or vice-consul attached, appended, or subscribed to any such
affidavit, or to any other document to be used for the purposes of this Part of this Act.

229 Companies liquidation account defined.

(1) An account, called the Companies Liquidation Account, shall be kept by the Board of
Trade with the Bank of England, and all moneys received by the Board in respect of
proceedings under this Act in connection with the winding up of companies in England
shall be paid to that account.

(2) All payments out of money standing to the credit of the Board of Trade in the
Companies Liquidation Account shall he made by the Bank of England in the
prescribed manner.
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230 Investment of surplus funds on general account.

(1) Whenever the cash balance standing to the credit of (he Companies Liquidation
Account is in excess of the amount which in the opinion of the Board of Trade is
required for the time being to answer demands in respect of companies' estates, the
Board shall notify the excess to the Treasury, and shall pay over the whole or any
part of that excess as the Treasury may require, to the Treasury, to such account as
the Treasury may direct, and the Treasury may invest the sums paid over, or any part
thereof, in Government securities, to be placed to the credit of the said account.

(2) When any part of the money so invested is, in the opinion of the Board of Trade,
required to answer any demands in respect of companies' estates, the Board shall notify
to the Treasury the amount so required, and the Treasury shall thereupon repay to
the Board such sum as may be required to the credit of the Companies Liquidation
Account, and for that purpose may direct the sale of such part of the said securities
as may be necessary.

(3) The dividends on investments under this section shall be paid to such account as the
Treasury may direct, and regard shall be had to the amount thus derived in fixing the
fees payable in respect of proceedings in the winding up of companies in England.

231 Separate accounts of particular estates.

(1) An account shall be kept by the Board of Trade of the receipts and payments in the
winding up of each company in. England, and, when the cash balance standing to the
credit of the account of any company is in excess of the amount which, in the opinion
of the committee of inspection, is required for the time being to answer demands in
respect of that company's estate, the Board shall, on the request of the committee,
invest the amount not so required in Government securities, to be placed to the credit
of the said account for the benefit of the company.

(2) When any part of the money so invested is, in the opinion of the committee of
inspection, required to answer any demands in respect of the estate of the company,
the Board of Trade shall, on the request of the committee, raise such sum as may be
required by the sale of such part of the said securities as may be necessary.

(3) The dividends on investments under this section shall be paid to the credit of the
company.

(4) When the balance at the credit of any company's account in the hands of the Board
of Trade exceeds two thousand pounds, and the liquidator gives notice to the Board
that the excess is not required for the purposes of the liquidation, the company shall
be entitled to interest on the excess at the rate of two per cent. per annum.

232 Certain receipts and fees to be applied in aid of expenditure.

The Treasury may issue to the Board of Trade in aid of the votes of Parliament, out of
the receipts arising in respect of the winding up of companies in England from fees, fee
stamps, and dividends on investments by the Treasury under this Act, any sums which
may he necessary to meet the charges estimated by the Board in respect of salaries and
expenses under this Act in relation to the winding up of companies in England.
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233 Officers and remuneration.

(1) The Board of Trade may, with the approval of the Treasury, appoint such additional
officers as may be required by the Board for the execution as respects England of this
Part of this Act, and may remove any person so appointed.

(2) The Board of Trade, with the concurrence of the Treasury, shall direct whether any
and what remuneration is to be allowed to any officer of, or person attached to, the
Board performing any duties under this Part of this Act in relation to the winding up
of companies in England, and may vary, increase, or diminish that remuneration as
they think fit.

(3) The Lord Chancellor, with the concurrence of the Treasury, shall direct whether any
and what remuneration is to be allowed to any person (other than an officer of the
Board of Trade) performing any duties under this Act in relation to the winding up
of companies in England, and may vary, increase, or diminish that remuneration as
he thinks fit.

234 Annual accounts of English, winding up.

(1) The Treasury shall annually cause to be prepared and laid before both Houses of
Parliament an account for the year ending with the thirty-first day of March, showing
the receipts and expenditure during that year in respect of proceedings under this Act
in relation to the winding up of companies in England, and the provisions of section
twenty-eight of the Supreme Court of Judicature Act, 1875, shall apply to the account
as if the account had been required by that section.

(2) The accounts of the Board of Trade under this Act in relation to the winding up of
companies in England shall be audited in such, manner as the Treasury direct, and,
for the purpose of the account to be laid before Parliament, the Board shall make such
returns and give such information as the Treasury direct.

235 Returns by officers in English winding up.

The officers of the courts acting in the winding up of companies in England shall make
to the Board of Trade such returns of the business of their respective courts and offices,
at such times and in such manner and form as may be prescribed, and. from those
returns the Board shall cause books to be prepared which shall, under the regulations
of the Board, be open for public information and searches.

236 Proceedings of Board of Trade.

(1) All documents purporting to be orders or certificates made or issued by the Board of
Trade for the purposes of this Act and to be sealed with the seal of the Board, or to be
signed by a secretary or assistant secretary of the Board, or any person authorised in
that behalf by the President of the Board, shall he received in evidence and deemed to
be such orders or certificates without further proof unless the contrary is shown.

(2) A certificate signed by the President of the Board of Trade that any order made,
certificate issued, or act done, is the order, certificate, or act of the Board, shall be
conclusive evidence of the fact so certified.


