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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 7

OVERSEAS ELECTORS

PART 2

TRANSITIONAL PROVISION

Interpretation of Part
12 In this Part—

“the commencement date” means the date appointed for section 14 to
come fully into force;

“overseas elector’s declaration” has the meaning given by section 2(1)
of RPA 1985 (as that provision had effect immediately before the
commencement date);

“RPA 1985” means the Representation of the People Act 1985;
“RPA 2000” means the Representation of the People Act 2000.

Commencement Information
I1 Sch. 7 para. 12 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 67(1)
I2 Sch. 7 para. 12 in force at 16.1.2024 by S.I. 2023/1405, reg. 2

Pre-commencement applications for registration in a register of parliamentary electors
13 (1) The amendments made by section 14 and Part 1 of this Schedule do not apply in

relation to an application for registration in a register of parliamentary electors in
pursuance of a pre-commencement declaration (even if the application is determined
on or after the commencement date).

(2) In this paragraph, “pre-commencement declaration” means an overseas elector’s
declaration made at any time before the commencement date.

Commencement Information
I3 Sch. 7 para. 13 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 67(1)
I4 Sch. 7 para. 13 in force at 16.1.2024 by S.I. 2023/1405, reg. 2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/67/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/7/paragraph/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/67/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/7/paragraph/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/2
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Overseas electors registered pursuant to pre-commencement applications
14 (1) This paragraph applies to a person who is for the time being registered in a register of

parliamentary electors in pursuance of a pre-commencement declaration (regardless
of when the person’s application for registration in the register is determined).

(2) In such a case—
(a) the person is to be treated on and after the commencement date as being

registered in that register in pursuance of a post-commencement declaration
on the basis that the person satisfied the previous registration condition
(within the meaning of section 1A(2) of RPA 1985, as substituted by
section 14 of this Act);

(b) the address in respect of which the person is registered is the address
specified in the pre-commencement declaration;

(c) sections 1D and 1E of RPA 1985 (as substituted by section 14 of this Act)
have effect accordingly, subject to sub-paragraph (3).

(3) Section 1D(1)(a) has effect as if it provided for the person to remain registered—
(a) until the end of the period of 12 months beginning with the date when the

person’s entry in the register first takes effect, or
(b) where that period would otherwise end before the specified day, until the

end of that day.

(4) In sub-paragraph (3)(b), “the specified day” means the day specified by the Secretary
of State by regulations made by statutory instrument.

(5) In this paragraph—
“pre-commencement declaration” has the same meaning as in paragraph

13;
“post-commencement declaration” means an overseas elector’s

declaration (as defined by section 1B(1) of RPA 1985 (substituted by
section 14 of this Act)) made at any time on or after the commencement date.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Sch. 7 para. 14(3): 16.1.2024 specified for the purposes of Sch. 3 para. 14(3) by S.I. 2023/1405, reg. 3

Commencement Information
I5 Sch. 7 para. 14 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 67(1)
I6 Sch. 7 para. 14 in force at 6.2.2023 for specified purposes by S.I. 2023/115, reg. 2(c)(iii)
I7 Sch. 7 para. 14 in force at 16.1.2024 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2023/1405, reg. 2 (with

regs. 4, 5)

Postal voting
15 (1) This paragraph applies where, immediately before the commencement date, a person

to whom paragraph 14 applies has an entitlement to vote by post (whether as elector
or proxy) at parliamentary elections in England and Wales or Scotland.

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (3), the person’s entitlement to vote by post ends on the last
day of the period of 12 months beginning with the date when the person’s entry in
the register of parliamentary electors first takes effect (unless it ends sooner).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/7/paragraph/14/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/67/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/7/paragraph/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/115
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/115/regulation/2/c/iii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/7/paragraph/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/5
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(3) Where—
(a) as a result of paragraph 14(3)(b) the person remains registered in a register

of parliamentary electors until the time referred to in that provision, and
(b) the person’s entitlement to vote by post would (as a result of sub-

paragraph (2)) otherwise end before that time,
the entitlement ends at that time.

(4) As soon as practicable after the commencement date, the registration officer must
alter the record kept under paragraph 3(4) or 7(6) of Schedule 4 to RPA 2000 (as the
case may be) so as to reflect any change resulting from sub-paragraph (2) or (3) in
the period for which the person’s entitlement to vote by post lasts.

Commencement Information
I8 Sch. 7 para. 15 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 67(1)
I9 Sch. 7 para. 15 in force at 16.1.2024 by S.I. 2023/1405, reg. 2

16 (1) This paragraph applies where—
(a) before the commencement date, a person to whom paragraph 14 applies

makes an application under paragraph 3(1) or 7(4)(a) of Schedule 4 to RPA
2000,

(b) the application is to vote by post (whether as elector or proxy) at
parliamentary elections, and

(c) immediately before the commencement date the application has not been
determined.

(2) The amendments made to Schedule 4 to RPA 2000 by Schedule 3 to this Act do not
apply in relation to the determination of the application.

(3) Any grant of the application is to be for—
(a) the period ending on—

(i) the last day of the period of 12 months beginning with the date when
the person’s entry in a register of parliamentary electors first takes
effect, or

(ii) in a case where paragraph 14(3)(b) applies in relation to the person’s
registration, the time referred to in that provision, or

(b) any shorter period specified in the application.

Commencement Information
I10 Sch. 7 para. 16 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 67(1)
I11 Sch. 7 para. 16 in force at 16.1.2024 by S.I. 2023/1405, reg. 2 (with reg. 6)

Power to make supplementary provision
17 (1) The Secretary of State may by regulations make provision for supplementing, or

provision incidental to, the provision made by paragraphs 13 to 16.

(2) Regulations under sub-paragraph (1) may make different provision for different
purposes or areas.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/67/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/7/paragraph/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/67/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/7/paragraph/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/6
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(3) Regulations under sub-paragraph (1) are to be made by statutory instrument.

(4) A statutory instrument containing regulations under sub-paragraph (1) is subject to
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

Commencement Information
I12 Sch. 7 para. 17 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 67(1)
I13 Sch. 7 para. 17 in force at 6.2.2023 by S.I. 2023/115, reg. 2(c)(iv)

Promoting awareness of changes to overseas elector franchise
18 (1) The Secretary of State may take whatever steps the Secretary of State considers

appropriate to promote awareness among qualifying people of the changes made by
section 14 to the overseas elector franchise.

(2) In this paragraph—
“the overseas elector franchise” means the basis on which a person is

entitled to vote as an elector at parliamentary elections in accordance with
section 1 of RPA 1985;

“qualifying people” means people who may, on or after the
commencement date, be entitled to vote as electors at parliamentary elections
in accordance with section 1 of RPA 1985.

(3) A person with functions of a public nature may disclose information to the Secretary
of State for the purpose of enabling the Secretary of State to identify those who are,
or are likely to be, qualifying people.

(4) The Secretary of State may use information held by, or provided to, the Secretary of
State for the purpose of identifying people who are, or are likely to be, qualifying
people.

(5) Personal data may not be disclosed or used under this paragraph if the disclosure or
use would contravene the data protection legislation (but in determining whether the
disclosure would do so, the powers conferred by sub-paragraphs (3) and (4) are to
be taken into account).

(6) In sub-paragraph (5), “personal data” and “the data protection legislation” have the
same meaning as in the Data Protection Act 2018 (see section 3 of that Act).

Commencement Information
I14 Sch. 7 para. 18 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 67(1)
I15 Sch. 7 para. 18 in force at 16.1.2024 by S.I. 2023/1405, reg. 2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/67/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/7/paragraph/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/115
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/115/regulation/2/c/iv
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/67/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/7/paragraph/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1405/regulation/2
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Sch. 8 para. 12(4)(da) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 4 para. 230
– Sch. 9 para. 35(ea) inserted by 2023 c. 47 s. 3(3)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/4/paragraph/230
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/47
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/47/section/3/3

