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Data Protection Act 2018
2018 CHAPTER 12

PART 3

LAW ENFORCEMENT PROCESSING

CHAPTER 3

RIGHTS OF THE DATA SUBJECT

Data subject's rights to rectification or erasure etc

47 Right to erasure or restriction of processing

(1) The controller must erase personal data without undue delay where—
(a) the processing of the personal data would infringe section 35, 36(1) to (3), 37,

38(1), 39(1), 40, 41 or 42, or
(b) the controller has a legal obligation to erase the data.

(2) Where the controller would be required to erase personal data under subsection (1)
but the personal data must be maintained for the purposes of evidence, the controller
must (instead of erasing the personal data) restrict its processing.

(3) Where a data subject contests the accuracy of personal data (whether in making a
request under this section or section 46 or in any other way), but it is not possible to
ascertain whether it is accurate or not, the controller must restrict its processing.

(4) A data subject may request the controller to erase personal data or to restrict its
processing (but the duties of the controller under this section apply whether or not
such a request is made).
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