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Data Protection Act 2018
2018 CHAPTER 12

PART 5

THE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER

Reports etc

139 Reporting to Parliament

(1) The Commissioner must—
(a) produce a general report on the carrying out of the Commissioner's functions

annually,
(b) arrange for it to be laid before Parliament, and
(c) publish it.

(2) The report must include the annual report required under Article 59 of the [F1UK
GDPR].

(3) The Commissioner may produce other reports relating to the carrying out of the
Commissioner's functions and arrange for them to be laid before Parliament.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 139(2) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic

Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 2
para. 58 (with reg. 5); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

140 Publication by the Commissioner

A duty under this Act for the Commissioner to publish a document is a duty for the
Commissioner to publish it, or to arrange for it to be published, in such form and
manner as the Commissioner considers appropriate.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/section/139/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/2/paragraph/58
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/2/paragraph/58
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
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141 Notices from the Commissioner

(1) This section applies in relation to a notice authorised or required by this Act to be
given to a person by the Commissioner.

(2) The notice may be given to an individual—
(a) by delivering it to the individual,
(b) by sending it to the individual by post addressed to the individual at his or her

usual or last-known place of residence or business, or
(c) by leaving it for the individual at that place.

(3) The notice may be given to a body corporate or unincorporate—
(a) by sending it by post to the proper officer of the body at its principal office, or
(b) by addressing it to the proper officer of the body and leaving it at that office.

(4) The notice may be given to a partnership in Scotland—
(a) by sending it by post to the principal office of the partnership, or
(b) by addressing it to that partnership and leaving it at that office.

(5) The notice may be given to the person by other means, including by electronic means,
with the person's consent.

(6) In this section—
“principal office”, in relation to a registered company, means its registered

office;
“proper officer”, in relation to any body, means the secretary or other

executive officer charged with the conduct of its general affairs;
“registered company” means a company registered under the enactments

relating to companies for the time being in force in the United Kingdom.

(7) This section is without prejudice to any other lawful method of giving a notice.
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 204(1)(l) inserted by S.I. 2024/374 Sch. 5 para. 7
– Sch. 3 para. 8(1)(y) added by 2022 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 3 para. 78(3)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/374
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/374/schedule/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/374/schedule/5/paragraph/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2022/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2022/18/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2022/18/schedule/3/paragraph/78/3

