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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 2 Section 1(2)

REGULATIONS FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE CONVENTION

CHAPTER I.

CONTROL

Article 1. International list of persons
Article 1. On the entry into force of the Convention, the Director-General of the United

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization shall compile an
international list consisting of all persons nominated by the High Contracting
Parties as qualified to carry out the functions of Commissioner-General for
Cultural Property. On the initiative of the Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, this list shall be periodically
revised on the basis of requests formulated by the High Contracting Parties.

Article 2. Organization of control
Article 2. As soon as any High Contracting Party is engaged in an armed conflict to which

Article 18 of the Convention applies:
(a) It shall appoint a representative for cultural property situated in its territory;

if it is in occupation of another territory, it shall appoint a special
representative for cultural property situated in that territory;

(b) The Protecting Power acting for each of the Parties in conflict with such
High Contracting Party shall appoint delegates accredited to the latter in
conformity with Article 3 below;

(c) A Commissioner-General for Cultural Property shall be appointed to such
High Contracting Party in accordance with Article 4.

Article 3. Appointment of delegates of Protecting Powers
Article 3. The Protecting Power shall appoint its delegates from among the members of its

diplomatic or consular staff or, with the approval of the Party to which they will be
accredited, from among other persons.

Article 4. Appointment of Commissioner-General
Article 4.(1) The Commissioner-General for Cultural Property shall be chosen from the

international list of persons by joint agreement between the Party to which he will
be accredited and the Protecting Powers acting on behalf of the opposing Parties.

(2) Should the Parties fail to reach agreement within three weeks from the beginning of
their discussions on this point, they shall request the President of the International



2 Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Act 2017 (c. 6)
SCHEDULE 2 – Regulations for the execution of the Convention

Document Generated: 2023-05-02
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Court of Justice to appoint the Commissioner-General, who shall not take up his
duties until the Party to which he is accredited has approved his appointment.

Article 5. Functions of delegates
Article 5. The delegates of the Protecting Powers shall take note of violations of the

Convention, investigate, with the approval of the Party to which they are accredited,
the circumstances in which they have occurred, make representations locally to
secure their cessation and, if necessary, notify the Commissioner-General of such
violations. They shall keep him informed of their activities.

Article 6. Functions of the Commissioner-General
Article 6.(1) The Commissioner-General for Cultural Property shall deal with all matters referred

to him in connexion with the application of the Convention, in conjunction with the
representative of the Party to which he is accredited and with the delegates concerned.

(2) He shall have powers of decision and appointment in the cases specified in the present
Regulations.

(3) With the agreement of the Party to which he is accredited, he shall have the right to
order an investigation or to conduct it himself.

(4) He shall make any representations to the Parties to the conflict or to their Protecting
Powers which he deems useful for the application of the Convention.

(5) He shall draw up such reports as may be necessary on the application of the
Convention and communicate them to the Parties concerned and to their Protecting
Powers. He shall send copies to the Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, who may make use only of their
technical contents.

(6) If there is no Protecting Power, the Commissioner-General shall exercise the
functions of the Protecting Power as laid down in Articles 21 and 22 of the
Convention.

Article 7. Inspectors and experts
Article 7.(1) Whenever the Commissioner-General for Cultural Property considers it necessary,

either at the request of the delegates concerned or after consultation with them, he
shall propose, for the approval of the Party to which he is accredited, an inspector
of cultural property to be charged with a specific mission. An inspector shall be
responsible only to the Commissioner-General.

(2) The Commissioner-General, delegates and inspectors may have recourse to the
services of experts, who will also be proposed for the approval of the Party mentioned
in the preceding paragraph.

Article 8. Discharge of the mission of control
Article 8. The Commissioners-General for Cultural Property, delegates of the Protecting

Powers, inspectors and experts shall in no case exceed their mandates. In particular,
they shall take account of the security needs of the High Contracting Party to
which they are accredited and shall in all circumstances act in accordance with
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the requirements of the military situation as communicated to them by that High
Contracting Party.

Article 9. Substitutes for Protecting Powers
Article 9. If a Party to the conflict does not benefit or ceases to benefit from the activities

of a Protecting Power, a neutral State may be asked to undertake those functions
of a Protecting Power which concern the appointment of a Commissioner-General
for Cultural Property in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 4
above. The Commissioner-General thus appointed shall, if need be, entrust to
inspectors the functions of delegates of Protecting Powers as specified in the present
Regulations.

Article 10. Expenses
Article
10.

The remuneration and expenses of the Commissioner-General for Cultural
Property, inspectors and experts shall be met by the Party to which they are
accredited. Remuneration and expenses of delegates of the Protecting Powers shall
be subject to agreement between those Powers and the States whose interests they
are safeguarding.

CHAPTER II.

SPECIAL PROTECTION

Article 11. Improvised refuges
Article
11.

(1) If, during an armed conflict, any High Contracting Party is induced by unforeseen
circumstances to set up an improvised refuge and desires that it should be
placed under special protection, it shall communicate this fact forthwith to the
Commissioner-General accredited to that Party.

(2) If the Commissioner-General considers that such a measure is justified by the
circumstances and by the importance of the cultural property sheltered in this
improvised refuge, he may authorize the High Contracting Party to display on such
refuge the distinctive emblem defined in Article 16 of the Convention. He shall
communicate his decision without delay to the delegates of the Protecting Powers
who are concerned, each of whom may, within a time limit of 30 days, order the
immediate withdrawal of the emblem.

(3) As soon as such delegates have signified their agreement or if the time limit of 30
days has passed without any of the delegates concerned having made an objection,
and if, in the view of the Commissioner-General, the refuge fulfils the conditions
laid down in Article 8 of the Convention, the Commissioner-General shall request
the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to enter the refuge in the Register of Cultural Property under Special
Protection.

Article 12. International Register of Cultural Property under Special Protection
Article
12.

(1) An ‘International Register of Cultural Property under Special Protection’ shall be
prepared.
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(2) The Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization shall maintain this Register. He shall furnish copies to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations and to the High Contracting Parties.

(3) The Register shall be divided into sections, each in the name of a High Contracting
Party. Each section shall be subdivided into three paragraphs, headed: Refuges,
Centers containing Monuments, Other Immovable Cultural Property. The Director-
General shall determine what details each section shall contain.

Article 13. Requests for registration
Article
13.

(1) Any High Contracting Party may submit to the Director-General of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization an application for the
entry in the Register of certain refuges, centers containing monuments or other
immovable cultural property situated within its territory. Such application shall
contain a description of the location of such property and shall certify that the
property complies with the provisions of Article 8 of the Convention.

(2) In the event of occupation, the Occupying Power shall be competent to make such
application.

(3) The Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization shall, without delay, send copies of applications for registration to each
of the High Contracting Parties.

Article 14. Objections
Article
14.

(1) Any High Contracting Party may, by letter addressed to the Director-General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, lodge an objection
to the registration of cultural property. This letter must be received by him within
four months of the day on which he sent a copy of the application for registration.

(2) Such objection shall state the reasons giving rise to it, the only valid grounds being
that:

(a) the property is not cultural property;
(b) the property does not comply with the conditions mentioned in Article 8 of

the Convention.

(3) The Director-General shall send a copy of the letter of objection to the High
Contracting Parties without delay. He shall, if necessary, seek the advice of
the International Committee on Monuments, Artistic and Historical Sites and
Archaeological Excavations and also, if he thinks fit, of any other competent
organization or person.

(4) The Director-General, or the High Contracting Party requesting registration, may
make whatever representations they deem necessary to the High Contracting Parties
which lodged the objection, with a view to causing the objection to be withdrawn.

(5) If a High Contracting Party which has made an application for registration in time
of peace becomes involved in an armed conflict before the entry has been made, the
cultural property concerned shall at once be provisionally entered in the Register, by
the Director-General, pending the confirmation, withdrawal or cancellation of any
objection that may be, or may have been, made.
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(6) If, within a period of six months from the date of receipt of the letter of objection,
the Director-General has not received from the High Contracting Party lodging the
objection a communication stating that it has been withdrawn, the High Contracting
Party applying for registration may request arbitration in accordance with the
procedure in the following paragraph.

(7) The request for arbitration shall not be made more than one year after the date of
receipt by the Director-General of the letter of objection. Each of the two Parties to
the dispute shall appoint an arbitrator. When more than one objection has been lodged
against an application for registration, the High Contracting Parties which have
lodged the objections shall, by common consent, appoint a single arbitrator. These
two arbitrators shall select a chief arbitrator from the international list mentioned
in Article 1 of the present Regulations. If such arbitrators cannot agree upon their
choice, they shall ask the President of the International Court of Justice to appoint a
chief arbitrator who need not necessarily be chosen from the international list. The
arbitral tribunal thus constituted shall fix its own procedure. There shall be no appeal
from its decisions.

(8) Each of the High Contracting Parties may declare, whenever a dispute to which it is
a Party arises, that it does not wish to apply the arbitration procedure provided for in
the preceding paragraph. In such cases, the objection to an application for registration
shall be submitted by the Director-General to the High Contracting Parties. The
objection will be confirmed only if the High Contracting Parties so decide by a
two-third majority of the High Contracting Parties voting. The vote shall be taken
by correspondence, unless the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization deems it essential to convene a meeting under
the powers conferred upon him by Article 27 of the Convention. If the Director-
General decides to proceed with the vote by correspondence, he shall invite the High
Contracting Parties to transmit their votes by sealed letter within six months from
the day on which they were invited to do so.

Article 15. Registration
Article
15.

(1) The Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization shall cause to be entered in the Register, under a serial number, each
item of property for which application for registration is made, provided that he has
not received an objection within the time-limit prescribed in paragraph 1 of Article
14.

(2) If an objection has been lodged, and without prejudice to the provision of paragraph
5 of Article 14, the Director-General shall enter property in the Register only if the
objection has been withdrawn or has failed to be confirmed following the procedures
laid down in either paragraph 7 or paragraph 8 of Article 14.

(3) Whenever paragraph 3 of Article 11 applies, the Director-General shall enter
property in the Register if so requested by the Commissioner-General for Cultural
Property.

(4) The Director-General shall send without delay to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, to the High Contracting Parties, and, at the request of the Party applying for
registration, to all other States referred to in Articles 30 and 32 of the Convention,
a certified copy of each entry in the Register. Entries shall become effective thirty
days after despatch of such copies.



6 Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Act 2017 (c. 6)
SCHEDULE 2 – Regulations for the execution of the Convention

Document Generated: 2023-05-02
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Article 16. Cancellation
Article
16.

(1) The Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization shall cause the registration of any property to be cancelled:

(a) at the request of the High Contracting Party within whose territory the
cultural property is situated;

(b) if the High Contracting Party which requested registration has denounced
the Convention, and when that denunciation has taken effect;

(c) in the special case provided for in Article 14, paragraph 5, when an objection
has been confirmed following the procedures mentioned either in paragraph
7 or in paragraph 8 or Article 14.

(2) The Director-General shall send without delay, to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and to all States which received a copy of the entry in the Register, a certified
copy of its cancellation. Cancellation shall take effect thirty days after the despatch
of such copies.

CHAPTER III.

TRANSPORT OF CULTURAL PROPERTY

Article 17. Procedure to obtain immunity
Article
17.

(1) The request mentioned in paragraph I of Article 12 of the Convention shall be
addressed to the Commissioner-General for Cultural Property. It shall mention the
reasons on which it is based and specify the approximate number and the importance
of the objects to be transferred, their present location, the location now envisaged,
the means of transport to be used, the route to be followed, the date proposed for the
transfer, and any other relevant information.

(2) If the Commissioner-General, after taking such opinions as he deems fit, considers
that such transfer is justified, he shall consult those delegates of the Protecting Powers
who are concerned, on the measures proposed for carrying it out. Following such
consultation, he shall notify the Parties to the conflict concerned of the transfer,
including in such notification all useful information.

(3) The Commissioner-General shall appoint one or more inspectors, who shall satisfy
themselves that only the property stated in the request is to be transferred and that
the transport is to be by the approved methods and bears the distinctive emblem. The
inspector or inspectors shall accompany the property to its destination.

Article 18. Transport abroad
Article
18.

Where the transfer under special protection is to the territory of another country, it
shall be governed not only by Article 12 of the Convention and by Article 17 of the
present Regulations, but by the following further provisions:

(a) while the cultural property remains on the territory of another State, that
State shall be its depositary and shall extend to it as great a measure of
care as that which it bestows upon its own cultural property of comparable
importance;
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(b) the depositary State shall return the property only on the cessation of the
conflict; such return shall be effected within six months from the date on
which it was requested;

(c) during the various transfer operations, and while it remains on the territory
of another State, the cultural property shall be exempt from confiscation
and may not be disposed of either by the depositor or by the depositary.
Nevertheless, when the safety of the property requires it, the depositary
may, with the assent of the depositor, have the property transported to the
territory of a third country, under the conditions laid down in the present
article;

(d) the request for special protection shall indicate that the State to whose
territory the property is to be transferred accepts the provisions of the
present Article.

Article 19. Occupied territory
Article
19.

Whenever a High Contracting Party occupying territory of another High
Contracting Party transfers cultural property to a refuge situated elsewhere in that
territory, without being able to follow the procedure provided for in Article 17 of
the Regulations, the transfer in question shall not be regarded as misappropriation
within the meaning of Article 4 of the Convention, provided that the Commissioner-
General for Cultural Property certifies in writing, after having consulted the usual
custodians, that such transfer was rendered necessary by circumstances.

CHAPTER IV.

THE DISTINCTIVE EMBLEM

Article 20. Affixing of the emblem
Article
20.

(1) The placing of the distinctive emblem and its degree of visibility shall be left to the
discretion of the competent authorities of each High Contracting Party. It may be
displayed on flags or armlets; it may be painted on an object or represented in any
other appropriate form.

(2) However, without prejudice to any possible fuller markings, the emblem shall, in
the event of armed conflict and in the cases mentioned in Articles 12 and 13 of
the Convention, be placed on the vehicles of transport so as to be clearly visible in
daylight from the air as well as from the ground. The emblem shall be visible from
the ground:

(a) at regular intervals sufficient to indicate clearly the perimeter of a centre
containing monuments under special protection;

(b) at the entrance to other immovable cultural property under special protection.

Article 21. Identification of persons
Article
21.

(1) The persons mentioned in Article 17, paragraph 2(b) and (c) of the Convention may
wear an armlet bearing the distinctive emblem, issued and stamped by the competent
authorities.

(2) Such persons shall carry a special identity card bearing the distinctive emblem. This
card shall mention at least the surname and first names, the date of birth, the title or
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rank, and the function of the holder. The card shall bear the photograph of the holder
as well as his signature or his fingerprints, or both. It shall bear the embossed stamp
of the competent authorities.

(3) Each High Contracting Party shall make out its own type of identity card, guided
by the model annexed, by way of example, to the present Regulations. The High
Contracting Parties shall transmit to each other a specimen of the model they are
using. Identity cards shall be made out, if possible, at least in duplicate, one copy
being kept by the issuing Power.

(4) The said persons may not, without legitimate reason, be deprived of their identity
card or of the right to wear the armlet.


