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Wales Act 2017
2017 CHAPTER 4

PART 2

LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE COMPETENCE: FURTHER PROVISION

Planning for electricity generating stations

42 Overhead lines associated with devolved Welsh generating stations

(1) Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 (consent required for overhead lines) is amended
as set out in subsection (2) and (3).

(2) In subsection (1), for “(2)” substitute “(2A)”.

(3) After subsection (2) insert—

“(2A) Subsection (1) above shall not apply in relation to an electric line that—
(a) has a nominal voltage of 132 kilovolts or less, and
(b) is associated with the construction or extension of a devolved Welsh

generating station granted planning permission or consented to on or
after the day on which section 39 of the Wales Act 2017 comes into
force.

(2B) “Devolved Welsh generating station” means a generating station that—
(a) is in Wales and—

(i) generates electricity from wind, or
(ii) has a maximum capacity of 350 megawatts or less; or

(b) is in Welsh waters and has a maximum capacity of 350 megawatts
or less.

(2C) “Welsh waters” has the meaning given in section 36 above.”

(4) In section 16 of the Planning Act 2008 (electric lines), after subsection (3A) insert—
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“(3B) The installation of an electric line above ground is not within section 14(1)
(b) if the line is associated with the construction or extension of a devolved
Welsh generating station granted planning permission or consented to on or
after the day on which section 39 of the Wales Act 2017 comes into force and
the nominal voltage of the line is expected to be no greater than 132 kilovolts.

(3C) “Devolved Welsh generating station” means a generating station that—
(a) is in Wales and—

(i) generates electricity from wind, or
(ii) has a capacity of 350 megawatts or less; or

(b) is in waters adjacent to Wales up to the seaward limits of the territorial
sea or in the Welsh zone and has a capacity of 350 megawatts or less.

(3D) “Welsh zone” has the meaning given in section 158 of the Government of
Wales Act 2006.”


